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Grateful for . . .  

As we celebrate Thanksgiving, what do we have to be grate-
ful for?  We recently experienced a outstanding version of 
“Hair, the musical”  at Columbia College.   De ja  vu for some 
of us.  All the songs are great but I especially liked the tune, 
“I got life.” 

I got life 

I got life, mother 
I got laughs, sister 
I got freedom, brother 
I got good times, man 
 

I got my hair 
I got my head 
I got my brains  
I got my ears 
I got my eyes 
I got my nose 
I got my mouth 
I got my ass 
I got my arms  etc. 

In this issue, we have a couple of upbeat stories that reflects 
the Thanksgiving spirit.  One written by Janice Koeber about 
a good Samaritan who found and returned a wallet, page 13. 
The other, an essay by Shelia Kamuda who relates how she 
gained gratitude after a great loss, page 14.  

For me, I’m grateful for marching bands in the Chicago’s 
Thanksgiving Parade 

http://dearbornexpress.net/
https://backstoryessays.com/2024/10/14/schadenfreude-radio/
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Welcome to Jazz Showcase where 
Jazz lives in Chicago since 1947. Our 
exclusive 170 seat venue features the 
best Jazz acts you’ll find anywhere in 
the Chicago area. Tickets are now 
available online. Don’t forget to sign 
up for our e-mail newsletter so you 
don’t miss out on our upcoming 
shows! 

Dearborn Station    

312.360.0234 

806 S. Plymouth Court 

CHICAGO, 60605 

Jazzshowcase.com 

CPA_____________ 

Valero & Associates, Inc. 

Marlene P. Valero, CPA, 

MST 

47 W. Polk Street 

Ste. 100-273 

Chicago, IL  60605 

(773)592.0472 

Marlene.p.valero 

@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

First & only museum all about the   

science of decision-making recently 

opened in Chicago.  At Mindworks, 

you’ll uncover the science behind:  

·     Goal-setting & motivation 
·     Common cognitive biases 
·     First impressions 
·     How to make wiser decisions 
      And more!  

  
Learn more & book your free visit  

mindworkschicago.org  

224 S Michigan Av 
 across from the Art Institute 

 
 

SECURITY CONSULTANTS 

info@jggoodcorp.com 

224.763.0843 

• Security Assessments 

• Security Presentations 

• Expert Witness Testimony 

 

Sun, Dec 1, 4pm & 8pm.………………………………Justin Robinson Quintet –  
                                                                                Tribute to Roy Hargrove 
Tue, Dec 3, 8pm & 10pm……………………….......Kyle Swan Trio 
Wed, Dec 4, 8pm & 10pm…………………….…….Steve Schneck Quartet 
Thu-Sat, Dec 5-7, 8pm & 10pm…………………  .Greg Ward Quintet 
Sun, Dec 8, 4pm & 8 pm…………………….……....Greg Ward Quintet 
Mon, Dec 9, 7pm………………………....................Chicago Human /Rhythm Project 
Tue, Dec 10, 8pm & 10pm…………….................A Different Kind of Holiday Show 
                                                                                 – Tribute to Billie Holiday 
Wed, Dec 11, 5pm...........................................Jazz Links Jam Session 
Thu-Sat, Dec 12-14, 8pm & 10pm.………………..Trumpeter Corey Wilkes Quartet 
Sun, Dec 15, 4pm & 8pm.………………………… ..Trumpeter Corey Wilkes Quartet 
Mon, Dec 16, 7pm………………………..................Chicago Human /Rhythm Project 
Tue, Dec 17, 8pm……………………….....................WDCB 90.9 FM 
Wed, Dec 18, 8pm & 10pm…………..Keri Johnsrud-Shawn Maxwell Albu Release 
Thu-Sat, Dec 19-21, 8pm & 10pm……………………Saxophonist Tim Warfield’s  
                                                                                   Jazzy Christmas 

Jusitin Robinson Quintet  Nov 28-Dec 1 

Greg Ward  Quintet  

Dec 5-8 

http://www.jazzshowcase.com/
http://www.jazzshowcase.com/
http://mindworkschicago.org
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South Loop Neighbors South Loop Neighbors is a non-profit membership 

based organization dedicated to enhancing the quality of life in South Loop's neighborhoods and 

preserving the area's landmark districts.  

South Loop Neighbors represents South Loop residents who are concerned about:  

Ensuring high-quality, reasonably-sized real estate development as well as infrastructure  

improvements that respect the unique character of our community  

Preserving and protecting the area's Landmark Districts, including Printing House Row and  

Historic Michigan Boulevard  

Promoting quality education, recreation, services, retail, community activities, and events  

Maintaining a socially, culturally, and economically diverse neighborhood  

Developing strong relationships with key city officials to ensure they respect, hear, and act on the 

concerns and ideas of the South Loop community. South Loop Neighbors serves members and resi-

dents within the area bounded by Congress Parkway to approximately 25th Street and from the  

Chicago River to Lake Michigan.   Www.Southloopneighbors.org 

 

South Loop Neighbors   

Elected board 
President – Jim Wales 

Vice Pres. Jack Chalabian 

V.P. of Planning & Develop-
ment –  

Sec. – Benjamin Cottrell   

Director & Chair of   Mem-
bership—Roger Marsh 

Treasurer –  

Director – Sarah Breedlove 

Director – Roger Marsh  

Director – Greg Borzo 

Director –  Rob Hard 

Director— Susan Zinner 

              Jaqi Green 
                  Off. 312-922-5888 

                  Cell 847-542-1340 

                               899 S. Plymouth Ct. 

                               Chicago  60605 

                              JaqiGInt@gmail.com 

DOROTHY MIASO, RIP 

It is with a heavy heart that we share that Dorothy 
Miaso, Treasurer and long time board member of the 
South Loop Neighbors, passed away on November 
15 after a lengthy battle with cancer. 
 
When Dorothy wasn't working at her job as Execu-
tive Director for Literacy Volunteers of Illinois, of 
which she just recently retired from, Dorothy could 
be found volunteering at the numerous events coor-
dinated by SLN.   Dorothy was key for the success 
for many of the events, especially the SLN Night at 
the Jazz Showcase, an event she coordinated for many years. Dorothy 
was the model example of a dedicated neighborhood volunteer and she 
will be extremely difficult to replace. 

Dorothy Miaso 
Treasurer, 
South Loop Neighbors 

https://www.southloopneighbors.org/
mailto:JaqiGInt@gmail.com
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Clark and Polk Streets 

312.224.1772 

Bingo with  Betty 

Last Wednesday of the month 

Thursdays 

700 S Wabash Ave 

21+ After 8:00PM 

SEATING POLICY:  

All tickets sold are General Admission, which means table/bar 

seating are on a first-come, first-served basis. Buying your 

ticket online in advance guarantees admission (not seating). 

We recommend arriving early for seating.  

PHOTO/VIDEO POLICY:  

Fri Nov 15, 2024 - Sat Dec 28, 2024  
Gather your friends, grab your phone, and share your 
ideas. At BLANK! The Musical, you create an entire Broad-
way-style production. This incredible show is completely im-
provised. There’s no script - just the performers on stage 
and suggestions from the audience. Choose the title, write 
lyrics, select chord progressions. Then, sit back and enjoy the 
live performance as actors and musicians instantly bring 
your musical to life, featuring singing, dancing, and plenty of 
laughs. Could your creation be the next Wicked, Les Miz, or 
Book of Mormon? The results are always entertaining! 

The Revival – 906 S Wabash Ave, Chicago, IL 60605 
https://www.the-revival.com/blank-the-musical 

MOJO DADDY  
Ages 21 and up  
Sunday, December 01  
Show: 9pm  $15  
Buddy Guy’s Legends  
Online ticket cut off time is 
4:00PM day of show. 
  Headlining Band:   
MOJO DADDY — 9:00PM – 
CLOSE 

Brother John Hosts 
The Jam  
Ages 21 and up  
Wednesday, December 04  
Show: 9pm  
$15  
Buddy Guy’s Legends  
Online ticket cut off time is 
4:00PM day of show. 
Tickets are available at the door after 5:00PM  
Free Acoustic Set: Carlos Showers & Ron Simmons   — 5:30PM-
8:00PM 
Brother John  Hosts The Jam — 9:00-10:30PM  
Blues Jam — 10:30PM-Close 

Tickets are available at the door 
after 5:00PM 
21+ After 8:00PM  
Free Dinner Jazz Set:   
Tracye Eileen   — 5:30-8:00PM 

https://buddyguy.com/venue/buddy-guys-legends/
https://buddyguy.com/venue/buddy-guys-legends/
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Opinion 
The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the  editor or 
South Loop Referral Group.  

Election Distraction: 

Lincoln Park Hibiscus 
Regan Burke 
November 10, 2024 

by Regan Burke In 
That Number: One March 
From the Streets of   Protest 
to the Halls of  Power  (And 
Beyond) 
 Available at Sandmeyer’s Book Store and other 

places.   

COMMENT 

Rounding the corner by Cafe Brauer, the 115-year old  
red brick refectory on Lincoln Park Zoo’s South Pond,       
I stopped dead in my tracks at the sight of blooming    
Chinese-red hibiscus. Hundreds of blossoms the size and 
shape of CDs preened in the bright sun. They were onion-
skin thin. I could practically see through them. I inched 
along the path flower by flower scanning each one for an 
answer. What. Were. They. Doing. There? 

I’d rounded that corner hundreds of times in my life and 
had never seen those flowers. A woman in a dark green 
shirt marked with the telltale Lincoln Park Zoo logos 
wandered by. 

“Do you know anything about these flowers?” I shouted. 

“Yes, they’re Lord Baltimore hardy hibiscus.”  

“Were they here last year?” 

“Nope. We cultivated them.” 

She introduced herself as the head horticulturist at       
the Zoo and gave me a hibiscus primer. There are four 
species of hibiscus native to Illinois around the Zoo and 
the South Pond. 

“Everyone thinks they’re tropical. We have a unique    
collection — the only accredited perennial herbaceous 
native hibiscus collection in the country.”  

On the way home, I spotted a couple I’ve known for years 
taking their afternoon walk. They informed me they’re 
thinking of buying a summer house in Michigan. 

“What? How could you leave here in the summer? Did 
you know we have four native hibiscus around the South 
Pond and the Zoo?” 

At the time, I thought this fresh information established 
the best reason to summer in Chicago. I doubled down on 
what I’d just learned. Without taking a breath I told them 
the hibiscus feed bees, hummingbirds and butterflies. 
Each flower on a hibiscus stalk lives only for a day or 
two, like a daylily. But, the plants keep opening new 
blooms from July to September. Garden Clubs from all 
over the Midwest send busloads of flower lovers to gaze 
at our hibiscus. 

“You must walk by the pond and see them!” 

 

That was the summer of 2019. I see them walking from 
time to time now, a little slower, a little quieter. A few 
weeks ago, I’d been in the zoo luxuriating in what I’ve come 
to think of now, five years later, as my hibiscus. I ran into 
my friends on the way home and fed them new infor-
mation. 

“Did you see the news?”  

“What news?” 

There’s so much real news or breaking news these days 
they looked anxious. 

“My friend Karen who volunteers at the zoo told me it’s in 
the paper today. Lincoln Park Zoo has just been named a 
National Botanic Garden!” 

“Oh.” 

“Yep. It’s a big deal. There are only two zoos in the country 
that are botanic gardens.” 

“Oh yeah? What’s the other one?” 

“Dunno. Maybe San Diego.” 

I had no idea what I was talking about. The media and Time 
Out have touted San Diego plenty. So, I used this acclaim to 
put the best spin on our zoo. 

“And the international Botanic Garden show will be in    
Chicago in summer 2027. First time its been in the U.S, in 
27 years.” I said. 

“Wow, that’s great.  Is that like the Chelsea Garden Show?” 

“Yes! Only better.”  

“Well, we’ll see you around. We need to keep walking.” 

“Ok. Great to see you. Glad you didn’t buy that summer 
house in New Buffalo.”  

“Oh, we did buy it. Stayed for a few weekends before the 
pandemic hit. Tried it that summer for a few weeks. Mis-
take. Too lonely. You’re right. Theres’s nothing like Chicago 
in the summer.” 

“Ah. It’s the flowers, right?” 

“Maay-bee”. 

https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://backstoryessays.com/author/reganburke/
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The Near South Loop hosts a timely exhibit in 
a  tumultuous time – Embrace of Comfort 
Group Exhibit at necessary & sufficient 
coffee® – Printers Row 

Chicago, IL – November 15, 2024 - necessary & sufficient 

coffee – Printers Row announces "Embrace of Comfort"  a 

regional group show of artists’ reflection on com-

fort. Comfort. It’s one of those words that seems almost too 

simple, too universally understood, to deserve much exam-

ination. It’s easy to mistake comfort for something trivial, 

something shallow, something soft. But the artists in The 

Embrace of Comfort exhibit would likely argue otherwise, 

because–surprise–comfort is not always as cozy as it 

sounds. Sometimes, it’s bold. Sometimes, it’s unsettling. But 

always, it’s a reflection of the human need for safety, relief, 

and connection.  

“Embrace of Comfort, a timely exhibition in a tumultuous 

time, So grab your coffee, make yourself comfortable, and 

let’s dive into what comfort means when put in the hands of 

artists while we explore comfort in many forms. What does 

comfort mean to you?"  - Curator, Kate Vrijmoet 

necessary & sufficient coffee – Printers Row  is woman-

owned, sustainably driven, and deeply committed to our 

local roots. 

  

Two awards: People’s Choice and Curator’s Choice. Vote for 

your favorite artwork at the cafe . Get your ballot at the reg-

ister. 

  
 

                  PHOTO:  9/8/2023 
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Lorraine Schmall 

Dearborn Park / November, 2024 
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 Sarai Johnson, Grown Women        
(HarperCollins 2024). 

When my younger daughter graduated from high school—
just seventeen—she announced to her sister, her aunt, and 
me that she was “a grown-ass woman.”  It wasn’t clear what 
she meant, and it scared the be-jeezus out of me.  But I was 
relieved, and impressed, she was ready to try her own 
life.  Grown Women is a debut novel spanning 70 years of 
girls becoming “grown women,” leaving their mothers for 
reasons tragic, wrenching, practical, or felicitous.  The story is 
told through third-person narratives of great-grandmother 
Evelyn; her daughter, Charlotte; her daughter, Corinna; and 
her daughter, Camille.  It is both terrifying and inspiring; it is 
not a Hallmark movie. There’s way too much drinking, shoot-
ing, beating, sex, poverty and loss to qualify.  Although the 
men are more than progenitors, their presence is more afflic-
tion than blessing; some provide comfort ; most cause harm; 
some offer both.  The female characters, their stories, their 
living spaces, are so interesting—especially for this old white 
woman—readers will stick with the sometimes confusing 
timeline and jarring transitions from granny to mama to baby 
to grand baby.   Sarai Johnson, one hometown reviewer 
writes, “refreshingly decenters any gazes other than those of 
Black women” so for some it’s like home and for others it’s a 
needed education.  Evelyn’s photo album is an integral part of 
the story, and it feels as if we’re seeing snapshots of the au-
thor’s own Black community in Nashville, rural Tennessee, 
Atlanta, and the nation’s capital, rarely featured in main-
stream writing.  Johnson offers better than Big Mama’s  

“pearls of wisdom” from these mothers and daughters, 
for they suffer not just from their own follies, but from 
cultural and racial limits imposed on them and outside 
their agency.  We can learn how to try to parent, love or 
learn from our parents, manipulate or tolerate societal 
pressures, and most importantly empathize with those 
whose lives are unlike ours—even if they are our own 
kin.  Take note that “[g]rowing a child in your body does 
not make you that child's mother,” but once that woman 
accepts the role—however reluctantly—as some of these 
mothers do, "in matters of mothers and daughters, it is 
always the mother's fault.”  Fathers, siblings, other rela-
tives, friends, directors, sponsors, coaches, ad infinitum, 
might confess to this guilt, whether warranted or 
not.  Few of us set out to deliberately destroy a young 
life.  Like Evelyn, whose sins were the most grievous, 
Johnson encourages the mass of us to do better.  We 
don’t forget the past but we can change the present and 
create a new history.  “If we move on we are leaving what 
we have and starting something completely new.  We 
don't need to do that; we need to …move forward,” so 
that "what's happening now become[s] more important 
than what happened in the past.…”  This is a nice reflec-
tion before holiday family get-togethers.  Char-
lotte offers a final thought:  “Forgive your god-
damn mother (fill in the blank). Don’t do it for 
(her).   It's not about (her).   Do it for you.” 
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714 S. Dearborn 
312.922.2104 

American Writers Museum 

180 N. Michigan Ave, 2nd Floor 

Chicago, IL 60601 

Sandmeyer’s 
Bookstore has served 
Chicago’s South Loop 
since 1982, providing 
quality new books and 
unbeatable service.  A 
true mom-and-pop 
shop, Sandmeyer’s 
Bookstore has been 
family-owned and    
operated since the   
beginning. 
     Come browse our 
extensive collection of 
new releases, travel 
guides and children’s 
books.  Whether it’s a 
fresh copy of an old 
favorite or the latest 
bestseller, you’re al-
ways going to find 
something good at 
Sandmeyer’s. 

Welcome to  

Sandmeyer’s Bookstore! 

Independent.  Local.  Family-owned. 
From the moment you walk into 
Sandmeyer’s Bookstore, you can tell    
the difference. 

Film Screening: 
“Wreck-It Ralph” 

“Some gamers only play 
games for their story; they 
want an interactive narra-
tive that they can be a part 
of and be whisked away 
by.” —TheGamer.com 
Prepare to be whisked 
away to the worlds of 
games! Stories are the 
heart and soul of any good 
game, and the Level Up 
Film Series honors that 
tradition as seen in 

filmmaking. Inspired by our special exhibit Level Up: Writers & 
Gamers, these films celebrate the art of storytelling in games and 
illustrate the immersive nature of playing them. 
Next up, 2012’s Wreck-It Ralph. Tired of playing the role of a bad 
guy, Ralph takes matters into his own massive hands and sets off on 
a journey across the arcade through multiple generations of video 
games to prove that he can be a hero. 

https://americanwritersmuseum.org/level-up-writers-and-gamers/
https://americanwritersmuseum.org/level-up-writers-and-gamers/
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Opinion 
The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the  editor or 
South Loop Referral Group.  

Sincerely, Marianne 

By Marianne Goss   

In their own words:  trying to    
understand Trump voters 
November 18, 2024 

South Looper Marianne Goss blogs at                                        
https://sincerelymarianne.blogspot.com/ 

COMMENT 

Like many, I’m trying to escape political news since the 
election. But I can’t shut down my thoughts about Trump 
voters.  
 

How could they? 
 

I want to understand so that I don’t hate them.  
 

I’d like to know what they think overrules Trump’s racism, 
misogyny, and overall hatefulness — if those are not why 
they like him. 

“[W]e have too often assumed that Trump voters are racist, 
sexist, transphobic, or just stupid. I mean, what else could 
bring someone to vote for him?” historian Jonathan       
Zimmerman wrote after the election. 

Not hanging around with Trump voters, I looked online for 
explanations in their own words. Here are some comments 
from various websites. 
 

“It's not because I like his personality, that's for sure. I think 
he's the one to take care of the economy, the oil issues, and 
the border issues.” 

“During Trump's presidency, everything was much lower.” 
 

“Food is very expensive. Everything is very expensive.”  

“I can’t wait to afford groceries and gas.”  

“Everything's gone up for us, and I don't see wages going up, 
so that's very problematic for people that are just trying to 
survive and take care of their family.” 
 

“The economy was good when Trump was in.” 

“Trump has a handle on making it about the American   
economy first and the American worker first.” 
 

“I think there is a higher likelihood that we will have a good 
economy with Trump.” 

“We just want less crime, secure borders, a strong economy, 
affordable prices, and fairness in the labor market. We      
believe President Trump will deliver on those.” 

“Veterans and homeless and needy citizens suffered as local 
governments spent billions for newly arrived migrants. . . . 
When my mother came to America as a single mother of two, 
she did not get any benefits.” 

“As a legal immigrant, I feel good about this. I feel seen.” 

“Latinos in the past were supportive of the Democratic Party, 
but it has not been very supportive of us. The bottom line is 
money.” 

 

“I lost a lot of jobs just because they wanted to hire some-
one that was willing to take way-lower pay than normal.”  

“I am a Gen Z man. Trump never talked down to me, or told 
me I am the problem, or tried to influence how I should  
behave.” 

“I believe that he will not let as many wars happen.” 
 

“He speaks of war as something that is bad.” 
 

“His election brings me hope for a better future.” 
 

“I believe that we need a change, and we have to put    
Americans first.” 
 

Those comments aren’t entirely free of prejudice, but 
most do not sound like they came from the mouths of the 
Proud Boys.  
 

“Trump’s base cannot simply be dismissed as racist      
deplorables or country bumpkins in red MAGA 
hats,” Rutgers University–Newark professor Alex         
Hinton told The Conversation. “Many people have 
thoughtful reasons for voting for Trump.” 
 

While I disagree that Trump’s policies are solutions,   
people are entitled to judge for themselves how their 
lives are going. 
 

Financially secure, I’d underestimated how much other 
people are worried about high prices. I feared Trump’s 
threat to democracy while others feared their families 
going hungry. 
 

I didn’t realize how deep the perception of unfairness is. 
 

I didn’t get how much Trump voters consider Democrats 
sanctimonious and condescending. 
 

None of this is to suggest that Democrats should change 
our positions and principles. I’m still appalled and        
terrified by Trump. But we could show a more welcoming 
attitude when Trump voters have buyer’s remorse, as I 
expect many will. You don’t win over people by thinking 
them racist, sexist, and too stupid to know what’s good 
for them. 
 

It’s been a sobering two weeks.  

https://sincerelymarianne.blogspot.com/
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The crowd enjoys Cirques Experience Circus Wheels at 

the 2024 Chicago Thanksgiving Parade,  Photo Al Hip 
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Astoria Marketplace 

Printers Row Holiday Walk 
Dec. 6, 4-8P  
 

Save the Date! 
 

Join the South Loop Neighbors for our 1st Annual 
Printers Row Holiday walk. Enjoy the decorations 
and special offerings from local businesses       
including Born Again Consignment, Necessary 
and Sufficient Coffee, Embers and Apothecary, 
Roots Pizza, Sandmyer's Bookstore, and 
more! Maps will be provided for this self-guided 
tour. Join the after party starting at 8P back at 
Born Again Consignment!  
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https://pianofortechicago.com/events/ 

PianoForte Studios, 1335 South Michigan Ave  
Chicago, IL 60605 United States  

newcity.com 

Click here for the rest of the story 
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"My Other Hand Holds a Gun”: A new poem  
                                                              by Laine D 

 
 

Deep Drive on the South Side: Cultural 
Road Tripping in Mike Medina’s Mer-
maid Green 1941 Buick Special Coupe 
Torpedo 
by Dave Hoekstra |              
November 19, 2024 

When the mood is right 
and old stars are aligned 
in the sky, Mike Medina 
will get into his car and 
drive around the South 
Side of Chicago. He has 
favorite routes such as 
South Cottage Grove Ave-
nue and South Chicago  
Avenue, the latter of which 
he calls the “bizarro      
parallel” to North Elston 
Avenue. 

He has his favorite spots like the site of the former McKie’s 
Disc Jockey Show Lounge in the old Strand Hotel at 63rd and 
Cottage Grove, and the isolated neighborhood of the Southeast 
Side of Chicago where Medina and his wife Laura Coffey      
Medina planned to renovate the Schlitz Brewery-Tied House 
tavern at 9401 South Ewing, which is now the landmarked 
East Side Tap. 

But this is no ordinary ride. 

Medina drives a refurbished Mermaid Green 1941 Buick    
Special Torpedo. 

Besides being an object of beauty, it is a vehicle for connec-
tion. In mid-September Medina takes me and Chicago photo-
grapher Paul Natkin on a three-hour South Side tour in his 
Buick. Dozens of locals smile, honk their horns, and inquire 
about the year the car was made. “1945?” asks someone at a 
bus stop. Medina smiles from under the bill of a vintage news-
boy’s cap and shouts back, “1941!” 

While stopped at a light on Cottage Grove, a CTA bus driver 
leans out her window and proclaims how the car reminds her 
of her grandparent’s ride. 

Medina does not know how many miles the Buick has seen 
because the odometer is broken. But the automobile clock 
works. Time is of the essence. 

Medina was born in 1974 in Chicago. He grew up in Des 
Plaines and attended Notre Dame High School in Niles before 
studying political science at DePaul University. He is a former 
airline mechanic who repairs lab equipment at the University 
of Chicago.                                                                                                           

Mike Medina and his 1941 Buick/
Photo: Paul Natkin  

 Tickets: $16 

https://newcity.com/
https://pianofortechicago.com/venue/pianoforte-studios-3/
https://newcity.com/
https://music.newcity.com/2024/11/19/deep-drive-on-the-south-side-cultural-road-tripping-in-mike-medinas-mermaid-green-1941-buick-special-coupe-torpedo/
https://music.newcity.com/author/dave-hoekstra/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/inaugural-concert-chicago-salon-piano-series-with-stefano-miceli-tickets-1015219247097?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
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One Good Deed Leads to Another 

On November 10, a brisk and sunny Sunday morning, 

neighbors and friends of Dearborn and Roosevelt Parks 

gathered to participate in a park cleanup effort, organized 

by recent Printers Row Park Advisory Council director 

appointees, Susan Dickman and Patrick Geiger.  

One of the volunteers, eagle-eye Julie Van Zale, came     

upon an unexpected find near the tennis courts, a wallet!  

Although bereft of any cash or credit cards, fortunately it 

contained a name and phone number, enabling Julie to 

contact the owner—we’ll call her “Lucky”—who was    

elated to receive the call. 

It turns out Lucky, a downstate resident, had been pick-

pocketed (or actually pick-pursed) while attending a   

conference at a nearby hotel the previous Friday.  She  

became aware of the theft a few hours after it occurred, 

and learned from her credit card company when she     

reported it that almost $1600 of merchandise had been 

purchased on her account at local retailers.  Assured by 

the bank that she would not be charged for the unlawful 

purchases, she was still ill at ease because a number of 

other important documents had been in her wallet,       

including some personal checks and her passport! 

 

Thankfully, Lucky still 

had possession of her 

phone and not yet left 

town so was able to meet 

Julie Sunday afternoon 

and retrieve her wallet 

with all of the documents 

she feared had been lost 

intact. 

Thanks, Julie, from Lucky 

for being a “Miracle sent 

from Heaven” and from 

those of us who call the 

South Loop home, for 

your honesty 

and kindness 

and represent-

ing us well.   

Janice  
Koerber 

Julie Van Zale above 

The Cleanup 

Crew right. 
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Beth Finke’s Writers in Exile 

Gratitude, Joy, & Love: My Holy Trinity.   
 

I started believing in Gratitude, Joy & Love, making these 

my religion, about 10 years ago. To help heal my heart from 

the great loss I experienced. A loss that left me alone, bereft, 

frightened, and uneasy.  

 

I needed to find a way out of my darkness. I needed to     

believe everything would be ok again. One day. The religion 

I had grown up with, will always be a part of me, but not 

quite what I needed. 

 

I started to learn about GRATITUDE and the enormous im-

pact it has, even when you are in despair or have struggles, 

and can’t see a way out. I started with little things like being 

thankful for waking up. or having my first cup of coffee, or 

seeing trees on my walks, or having an enjoyable meal out. 

It wasn’t easy for me to accept this at first. Seemed too easy, 

obvious, and woo-woo.  I didn’t understand how such a 

simple concept of being thankful could transform my world 

from despair to bliss. 

  

I went through the motions because I needed to get out of 

my darkness. I became grateful for everything I could think 

of. I spent my days and nights in an ocean of gratitude.  

Never ending. Ever expanding. I thanked every circum-

stance, every event, every moment. I even made a tune out 

of it and played it in my head. And one day, it became as 

natural as the clouds in the sky.  

  

I realized gratitude was something you take with you. You 

don’t have to come from a certain family or have money to 

obtain it. That made me feel very special, like I uncovered 

something magical.  

  

And over time, something magical began to happen. I   

started feeling better, hopeful, empowered. Indeed, magic 

lives in gratitude. 

 

Shelia Kamuda is a  member of Beth Finke’s Memoir 

Class, “Writers in Exile.”  Sheila reminds us that being 

grateful opens the door to joy, even in the face of great 

loss. 

That led to feeling JOY. Joy for my kid. Joy to be    

learning and evolving. Joy of things past. Joy for the 

present. Joy in finding some answers. Joy in smiling 

again. Joy for all the good things I found to be grateful 

for. I started to look back and realize it was joy I felt 

when I met Bob, and when we got married at the 

Rainbow Room, and I gave birth to Sydney, and every-

day thereafter watching the kid grow up, and evolve 

into their unique self, and the three of us traveling to 

Europe, each time more exciting, more special, than 

the last, me and Sydney wearing cat costumes for        

a Halloween one year, watching Sydney in theatre 

performances, graduate college, and compose songs. 

And me, becoming a coach, write my memoir Party of 

One, travel, and continue to find joie de vivre. 

 

And that led to LOVING my life. Accepting the ups and 

downs. Surrendering to disappointment. Celebrating 

my life, Sydney, Bob, my endeavors, my triumphs. 

 

Which leads back to being GRATEFUL and so it goes 

on and on and on. 

 

Shelia Kamuda 



 15 

 

Escape from Heaven  
Two men from different eras. 
Both are persons of deep faith, 
intensely believing in something 
far beyond themselves. Meeting 
in Heaven,   Moses and Jesus de-
cide to work together for the 
sake of all humanity. 

In this powerful, provocative, 

unique and insightful novel, Moses 

and Jesus painstakingly discuss 

faith, tolerance, religion, and bigot-

ry—and the evil committed 

throughout history in the name of 

religion. From Window Rock and 

Scottsdale, to Chicago, to Milwaukee, to Jerusalem and Netan-

ya in Israel... readers will meet ordinary people who struggle 

with good versus evil, politics, friendships, religion and spirit-

uality, the Holocaust and anti– Semi-

tism.   Some characters will make you angry. Others will bring 

tears to your eyes. All will reveal the complexity of the human 

condition—as seen through the eyes and voices of Moses and 

Jesus. It is a novel with a series of vignettes in which Moses 

and Jesus meet ordinary people who struggle with good ver-

sus evil, politics, friendships, religion, the Holocaust and anti-

Semitism. It is about the every-day challenges of life and 

death, our relationships with God—and all facets of humanity 

that impact upon the human condition. Moses and Jesus un-

derstood the wonders and genius of God. How each individual 

has the potential to live a life of honest reflection, faith and 

good works. 

Escape from Heaven was a finalist in two categories of the 
2023 New Mexico-Arizona Book Awards: Philosophy and Reli-
gion. 

Note from the Publisher: Marcus passed away before Escape 
from Heaven was published—and he considered this novel his 
most controversial and important work. Marcus was known 
for his story-telling skill, his insightful focus on Good vs Evil, 
and the Human Condition—all wrapped up in compelling nov-
els with characters that come alive to readers. Marcus' charac-
ter development has been compared to that of Author Chaim 
Potok—"[Marcus]caused us to care about the characters he 
created." Some readers commented they felt as though Marcus 
was personally reading to them—becoming their own private 
narrator for each of his stories—making them feel deeply con-
nected to his characters. Another reviewer called Marcus' 
works prophetic. You can read about the interesting author’s 
life at www.jerrymarcus.com. 
$19 
Order Here 

www.brittanypublications.com  

Brittany Publications, Ltd 

South Loop Neighbors has open              
Board positions. 

Are you interested in being more involved in your community? 
We are seeking people with the ability to meet monthly and 
help plan events, or offer their talent with technology and 
communications such as website, social media, and newsletter. 
Do you have other skills to help this organization thrive for 
new and old neighbors, please consider applying for the board. 
For more information or to receive a board 
application, please contact 
chicagosouthloopneighbors@gmail.com 

The Chicago Chinese Performing Arts Ensemble.  At the 

Chicago Thanksgiving Parade.  Photo Al Hip 

http://www.jerrymarcus.com
https://brittanypublications.com/index.html#/
http://www.brittanypublications.com
mailto:chicagosouthloopneighbors@gmail.com
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The schedules and arrival trackers can be found here. 

The holiday train schedule is also below: 

Friday, Nov. 29 
Green Line and Orange Line 
Departing: 
Midway toward Loop, then Harlem/Lake at 3:07 p.m. 
Harlem/Lake to Cottage Grove at 4:31 p.m. 
Cottage Grove toward Loop, then Midway at 5:51 p.m. 

Saturday, Nov. 30 – Photos with Santa 
Green Line 
Departing: 
Harlem/Lake to Ashland/63rd at 2:31 p.m. 
Cottage Grove to Harlem/Lake at 3:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, Dec. 3 
Green Line and Orange Line 
Departing: 
Midway toward Loop, then Harlem/Lake at 4:01 p.m. 
Harlem/Lake to Ashland/63rd at 5:31 p.m. 
Ashland/63rd toward Loop, then Midway at 7:06 p.m. 

Wednesday, Dec. 4 
Orange Line and Brown Line Departing: 
Midway toward Loop, then Kimball at 3:07 pm 
Kimball toward Loop, then Midway at 4:41 
p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 5 
Orange Line and Brown Line Departing: 
Midway toward Loop, then Kimball at 3:53 pm 
Kimball toward Loop, then Midway at 5:28 pm 

Friday, Dec. 6 
Orange Line and Brown Line Departing: 
Midway toward Loop, then Kimball at 3:07 pm 
Kimball toward Loop, then Midway at 4:40 pm 

The CTA Holiday Train in 2018. Credit: CTA 

Saturday, Dec. 7 – Photos with Santa 
Orange Line and Brown Line Departing: 
Kimball toward Loop, then Midway at 1:13 pm 
Midway toward Loop, then Kimball at 4:21 pm 
Kimball toward Loop, then Midway at 6:39 pm 

Thursday, Dec. 12 
Blue Line Departing: 
O’Hare to Forest Park at 3:13 p.m. 
Forest Park to O’Hare 4:57 p.m. 
54th/Cermak to Loop at 4:44 p.m. 
Loop (from Clark/Lake) to 54th/Cermak at 
5:11 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 13 
Blue Line Departing: 
O’Hare to Forest Park at 4:13 p.m. 
Forest Park to O’Hare 6:02 p.m. 

 

The holiday train kicks off Nov. 29 and the holi-
day bus will roll beginning Nov. 26. Some dates 
include opportunities for photos with Santa.  
The schedules and arrival trackers can be found 
here. 
The holiday train schedule is also below:  

Saturday, Dec. 14 – Photos with Santa 
Blue Line & Pink Line Departing: 
Racine to Forest Park at 2:10 p.m. 
Forest Park to O’Hare at 4:03 p.m. 

Tuesday, Dec. 17 
Red Line Departing: 
Howard to 95th/Dan Ryan at 2:43 p.m. 
95th/Dan Ryan to Howard at 4:19 p.m. 

File Photo: A CTA Holiday Train at the Howard station in Decem-
ber 2019. | Colin Boyle/Block Club Chicago 

Wednesday, Dec. 18 
Purple Line Departing: 
Howard to Linden at 3:15 p.m. 
Linden to Loop, via express, at 3:50 p.m. 
Loop (from Clark/Lake) to Linden at 4:54 p.m. 
Linden to Howard at 6:00 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 19 
Red Line Departing: 
Howard to 95th/Dan Ryan at 3:13 p.m. 
95th/Dan Ryan to Howard at 4:46 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 21 – Photos with Santa 
Red Line & Purple Line Departing: 
Howard to 95th/Dan Ryan at 12:36 p.m. 
95th/Dan Ryan to Linden at 3:21 p.m. 
Linden to Howard at 6:51 p.m. 

 

https://www.transitchicago.com/holidayfleet/
https://www.transitchicago.com/holidayfleet/
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       https://columbiachronicle.com/ 

Columbia Votes hosts ‘Can he   
actually do that?’ 
By Emma Jolly, Reporter  
November 22, 2024 
Addison Annis 
Students had a chance this week to ask political sci-
ence and law experts their biggest questions about 
President-elect Donald Trump’s second term.  
  

Columbia Votes hosted “Can he actually do that?” 
on Wednesday, Nov. 20. About 20 people attended 
the event, which included a presentation from 
three panelists: Robert Watkins, an associate pro-
fessor of political science at Columbia College and 
Arthur Acevedo and Alexandra Filindra, both pro-
fessors at the University of Illinois Chicago.  
  

Sharon Bloyd-Peshkin, a professor in the School of 
Communication and Culture and the founder of Co-
lumbia Votes, said students are anxious about 
Trump’s re-election, as the Chronicle previously 
reported.  
  

“So the students that I am in touch with at the col-
lege, which is a pretty broad swath, are really 
crushed by it,” she said. “People are really having a 
tough time processing not only what happened, but 
what it means that it happened, right?” 
  

According to members of Columbia Votes, that was 
the inspiration for this event. 
  

Tyler Harding, a senior film and television major 
and voter registration genius, said the purpose of 
the event was to break down the issues. “All of 
those fears and anxieties can kind of build up into 
just one giant cloud of confusion,” he said. 
  

Harding said Columbia Votes decided an expert 
panel should be included in the conversation so 
that students would have ample access to credible 
context, evidence and answers.  
  

Columbia Votes representatives collected possible 
questions for speakers from a listening post they 
set up in the Student Center after the election. 
  

Sophomore game art student Taika Clark heard 
about the event from Columbia’s Engage app. “I’m 
just trying to collect all the information I can right 
now so we can make actual moves, whatever that 
will look like,” Clark said. 
  

Eryn Young, a junior marketing major, said her big-
gest concern was addressed during the Q&A por-
tion of the event as well. She was particularly curi-
ous about the possibility of Trump remaining in 
office after his upcoming term. “I’m really glad that 
that question was asked,” she said. “I definitely got 
a good answer to that.” 
  

Some of the questions covered topics such as the 
role of sanctuary cities, the extent of state power in  

abortion and reproductive healthcare, how the homeless popula-
tion will be affected, LGBTQIA+ rights across the country and how 
far presidential immunity can stretch.  
 

 One student asked about how Trump’s pledge to eliminate the 
Department of Education would affect federal financial aid. As the 
Chronicle previously reported, the department can’t be eliminated 
without congressional approval, but its budget could be cut. 
  

Filindra said that with Linda McMahon leading the Department of 

Education, it’s very possible that “they may tie Pell Grant access to 

ideological conformity on campus.” McMahon, who ran World 

Wrestling Entertainment for decades, is Trump’s nomination for 

education secretary, an appointment that has to be confirmed by 

the Senate.  Copy edited by Doreen Abril Albuerne Rodriguez  

CLICK HERE FOR THE REST OF THE STORY 

https://columbiachronicle.com/staff_name/emma-jolly
https://columbiachronicle.com/staff_name/addison-annis
https://columbiachronicle.com/columbia-students-react-to-trump-win-with-anxiety-disappointment
https://columbiachronicle.com/columbia-students-react-to-trump-win-with-anxiety-disappointment
https://columbiachronicle.com/fact-check-can-he-do-that
https://columbiachronicle.com/columbia-votes-hosts-can-he-actually-do-that
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https://bit.ly/AldForum


 19 

 

https://blockclubchicago.org/ 

Container Store To Leave South 
Loop’s Roosevelt Collection Shops  
After a sluggish year, the home storage retailer is clos-
ing its Roosevelt Road location and another store in 
Los Angeles due to rising rents.  

by Jamie Nesbitt Golden 7 hours ago  

The Container Store in South Loop's Roosevelt Collec-
tion Shops will be closing, according to store employ-
ees. Credit: Provided.  

SOUTH LOOP — The Container Store will close its lo-
cation in a South Loop shopping center this winter. 

The Container Store, 150 W. Roosevelt Road, will be 
leaving the Roosevelt Collection Shops when the re-
tailer’s lease is up in February, employees said. It’s one 
of two stores the retail chain is closing due to rising 
rents, according to commercial real estate site CoStar; 
the other store is in Los Angeles. 

The Texas-based home organization 
company has struggled in recent 
years. Reports emerged in May that 
The Container Store could be delist-
ed from the New York Stock Ex-
change after a dismal fourth quarter 
last year. 

Beyond Inc., the parent company of 
Bed, Bath and Beyond, announced 
last month it would be investing $40 
million into The Container Store, but 
the deal may fall through if the re-
tailer isn’t able to secure sufficient 
funding. 

The Container Store is the second 
retailer in a month to announce its 
exit from the upscale South Loop 
shopping center. Children’s boutique 
Kido Chicago announced it would be 
closing last month. 

 

There are six remaining Container Store locations        
in the Chicago area, including in Old Town and        
Lincoln Park. 

https://blockclubchicago.org/author/jamie-nesbitt-golden/
https://www.costar.com/article/2039053606/container-store-curtails-plans-to-open-new-locations
https://www.retailtouchpoints.com/topics/omnichannel-alignment/the-container-store-receives-delisting-warning-from-nyse
https://www.chron.com/business/article/container-store-beyond-deal-texas-19938360.php
https://www.chron.com/business/article/container-store-beyond-deal-texas-19938360.php
https://www.chron.com/business/article/container-store-beyond-deal-texas-19938360.php
https://www.chron.com/business/article/container-store-beyond-deal-texas-19938360.php
https://blockclubchicago.org/2024/11/04/kido-chicago-beloved-south-loop-childrens-boutique-to-close-new-years-eve/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2024/11/04/kido-chicago-beloved-south-loop-childrens-boutique-to-close-new-years-eve/
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Columbia College 

410 S Michigan Avenue 

Chicago 

Box Office 312.753.3210 x102 

Theatre. . . . In the South Loop 

Roosevelt University 

TICKETS 

In honor of Mavis Staples’ 85th birth-
day, a very special celebration has 
been scheduled in her hometown of 
Chicago with special guest sets by 
Jackson Browne and Margo Price, 
followed by a headlining performance 
with Mavis and her band. Hailed by 
NPR as “one of America’s defining 
voices of freedom and peace,” Staples 
is a Blues and a Rock and Roll Hall of 
Famer; a civil rights icon; a GRAMMY 
Award-winner; a chart-topping soul/
gospel/R&B pioneer; a National Arts 
Awards Lifetime Achievement recipi-
ent; and a Kennedy Center honoree. 
She marched with Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., performed at John F. Kenne-
dy’s inauguration, and sang in Barack 
Obama’s White House. This event is 
presented by Jam Productions and 
16” on Center and is part of the 
93XRT Fall Jam Series. 

   Click here for tickets & information. 

AUDITORIM THEATRE 

Fabulation or, the re-education 
of undine 
Directed by Aaron Reese Boseman 
Written by Lynn Nottage 
November 20-December 7, 2024 (No 
performances week of Nov 25) 
 
 
 

FABULATION is a social satire about 
an ambitious and haughty African 
American woman, Undine Barnes 
Calles, whose husband suddenly disap-
pears after embezzling all of her money. 
 

TICKETS  
PROGRAM  
 
 
PERFORMANCE DATES 
Wednesday, Dec 4th - 7:30 PM 
Thursday, Dec 5th - 7:30 PM (ASL) 
Friday, Dec 6th - 7:30 PM 
Saturday, Dec 7th - 2:00 PM 
 
 
 
The Getz Theatre Center | 72 E. 11th 
Street Chicago, IL 60605 | Sheldon 
Patinkin Theatre 

Dreamgirls is a Tony Award-winning 
Broadway musical that first premiered in 
1981. Created by Tom Eyen and Henry 
Krieger, the musical is a dazzling and pow-
erful exploration of the rise and fall of a 
fictional girl group, The Dreams, as they 
navigate the challenges of fame and the 
complexities of the music industry. In-
spired by the real-life journey of Motown’s 
iconic girl groups like The Supremes, 
Dreamgirls features a vibrant score that 
blends R&B, soul, gospel, and pop, with 
unforgettable songs such as “And I Am 
Telling You I’m Not Going” and “One Night 
Only.” 

The show’s compelling narrative and dy-
namic performances have earned it critical 
acclaim, including multiple Tony Awards, 
cementing its place as a seminal work in 
American musical theatre. With its capti-
vating story of ambition, love, and resili-
ence, Dreamgirls continues to resonate 
with audiences, offering both entertain-
ment and a reflection on the enduring 
power of music and dreams. 

December 6-7  

https://tickets.fineartsbuilding.com/fineartsbuilding/website/ChooseSeats.aspx?EventInstanceId=53401
https://auditoriumtheatre.org/events-details/mavis-staples/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fabulation-or-the-re-education-of-undine-tickets-1016796294087?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://theatre.colum.edu/s/Fabulation-Program-11-20-24.pdf
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                 PRAIRIE SHORES  

    PROPERTYMANAGEMENT LLC 

                     700 N. Sacramento Blvd. Suite 301      

                             Chicago, Illinois 60612              

                           773-878-3300 tel.     773-878-3306 fax 

 

www.PrairieShoresManagement.com 

Chicago’s only condominium management 
firm specializing exclusively in vintage buildings.   
Property managers for Peterson Lofts, Harrison 
Street Lofts and The Moser Condominiums.      
All located in Printers Row. 

Best seat in the house.  At the Chicago Thanksgiving       

Parade.   

Performers for 

the Chicago 

Chinese  Arts 

Ensemble. 

http://www.prairieshoresmanagement.com/
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blockclubchicago.org/ 

AMC Movie Theatres Coming To 
South Loop, Replacing Shuttered 
Showplace Icon Theater  
The theater at Roosevelt Collection Shops will be one 
of the few movie theaters south of Downtown. A Mac-
Guffins Bar is also in the works.  
by Jamie Nesbitt Golden November 15, 2024  
AMC Theatres will be moving into Roosevelt Collec-
tion Shops in the South Loop next month. Credit: Pro-
vided  
SOUTH LOOP — The South Loop will have a movie 
theater again as AMC Theatres prepares to take over 
the former Showplace Icon space early next year. 
The company is planning for an early 2025 opening 
in Roosevelt Collection Shops, 150 W. Roosevelt 
Road. The announcement comes four months after 
Showplace Icon abruptly shuttered its remaining the-
aters across the country, including the South Loop 
location it called home for 15 years. 
AMC Roosevelt Collection 16 will be one of the few 
venues south of Downtown and one of AMC’s 25-plus 
locations in the greater Chicagoland area, joining oth-
er Roosevelt Collection retailers like Ulta Beauty, 
H&M, Fleet Feet Sports and Banana Republic. The 
movie theater operator has 47 locations statewide. 
“In recent years, AMC has made it a priority to 
strengthen our circuit by identifying popular and well
-performing theatres in areas where we believe mov-
iegoers are underserved,” Dan Ellis, AMC’s chief oper-
ations and development officer and executive vice 
president, said in a press release. “AMC Roosevelt 
Collection 16 is one of the most productive locations 
in the Chicagoland area and fits perfectly within that 
strategy,”  
Patrons can expect to enjoy the theater’s popular 
amenities, including plush, power-recliner seating 
and a full concession menu. A MacGuffins Bar offering 
premium cocktails will also be opening at the site, 
according to a press release. 
“We are thrilled to be welcoming AMC to our lineup 
of dining, retail, fitness and lifestyle amenities here at 
Roosevelt Collection Shops,” said Deirdre Larsen, 
property management director for Roosevelt Collec-
tion Shops, in the press release. “Our center has long 
stood as a community hub and the addition of this 
highly anticipated new experience will bring with it 
endless opportunity for the community to enjoy qual-
ity time together on our grounds,”  
AMC Stubs A-List members will be able to use their A
-List account at new location once it opens. Members 
can also earn rewards through the purchase of movie 
tickets, food and drinks at the theatre.  

 

AMC Theatres will be moving into Roosevelt Collection Shops in the 
South Loop next month. Credit: Provided  

https://blockclubchicago.org/author/jamie-nesbitt-golden/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2024/06/30/south-loops-showplace-icon-movie-theater-closes-after-15-years/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2024/06/30/south-loops-showplace-icon-movie-theater-closes-after-15-years/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2024/06/30/south-loops-showplace-icon-movie-theater-closes-after-15-years/
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CLICK 

https://www.voaillinois.org/holiday-wishes/
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CLICK HERE FOR THE REST OF THE STORY 

In Five Years, Chicago Has Barely Made 
Progress on Its Court-Ordered Police  
Reforms. Here’s Why. 
by Heather Cherone, WTTW News, and Vernal Coleman, ProPubli-
ca, photography by Sarahbeth Maney, ProPublica Nov. 20, 

Reporting Highlights 
• Tipping Point: After years of halting progress and minimal 

compliance, Chicago’s consent decree to reform its police de-
partment is at what one observer calls “a tipping point.” 

• A Hefty Bill: Chicago has already spent hundreds of millions of 
dollars on the reform effort, and taxpayers will likely have no 
choice but to foot the expensive bill for years to come. 

• Disillusionment: Advocates and citizens are losing faith after 
multiple mayors and police chiefs failed to deliver. 

These highlights were written by the reporters and editors who 
worked on this story. 

In the five and a half years since the Chicago Police De-
partment agreed to extensive oversight from a federal 
judge, there have been bursts of activity to address the 
brutality and civil rights violations that led to the agree-
ment. 

Court hearings: more than a hundred. Meetings: hun-
dreds. Money: hundreds of millions in Chicago taxpayer 
dollars allocated to making the court-ordered reforms, 
known as a consent decree, a reality. 

But the record of actual accomplishment is meager. 

Chicago police haven’t crafted a system for officers to 
work with residents to address threats to public safety. 

They haven’t completed a mandatory study of where of-
ficers are assigned throughout the city and whether 
changes would help thwart crime. 

And they have failed to move forward with a plan to alert 
police brass about which officers have been accused of 
misconduct more than once and might need counseling, 
retraining or discipline. 

In fact, all told, police have fully complied with just 9% of 
the agreement’s requirements. And while excessive force 
complaints from citizens have dropped, complaints about 
all forms of misconduct have risen. 

Sheila Bedi, an attorney who represented the coalition of 
police reform groups that sued the city years ago, called 
the faltering reform effort a “tragedy.” 

“It has been a waste of time and money,” said Bedi, a 
Northwestern University law professor. “It has been 
nothing more than an exercise in pushing paper.” 

A review by WTTW News and ProPublica of the efforts in 
Chicago since 2019 shows Bedi’s bleak view is supported 
by a range of assessments produced for the court and is 
also widely held among advocates, academics and offi-
cials following the process. 

The goal is to emerge from the consent decree by 2027 
with a police force finally ready to move beyond a long 
history of civil rights violations targeting Black and  

Latino Chicagoans. But the city is now on a path to devote 
substantial resources and large amounts of money to the re-
form effort for years beyond that. It’s a trajectory that echoes 
what happened in Oakland, where the police department 
continues to be marred by scandal and remains under feder-
al court oversight more than 20 years into its consent decree. 

No one in a position of power or oversight has pushed force-
fully or effectively to make the process move faster, WTTW 
News and ProPublica found. Six permanent and interim su-
perintendents have led CPD since 2019 and the city has had 
three mayors, all of whom vowed to implement the consent 
decree but failed to make good on those promises with mon-
ey and other resources. 

In addition, the Chicago City Council has repeatedly failed to 
exercise its authority to oversee CPD’s operations and de-
mand quicker change. The council has approved $667 million 
to go toward implementing the decree since 2020, but at 
least a quarter of the city’s annual allotment goes unspent 
each year, a WTTW News analysis found. 

At the same time, inside the federal courtroom, the court-
appointed monitoring team has never demanded sanctions 
for the city’s slow pace. Similarly, judges overseeing the de-
cree have not expressed concerns about the lack of signifi-
cant advances. 

No major city exemplifies the stubborn problems of police 
misconduct more than Chicago, where a series of civil cases 
and wrongful convictions have led to expensive court settle-
ments that regularly cost the city more than $80 million a 
year. Distrust in the community now makes attacking the 
city’s crime rate even harder. 

Now many of the city’s reform advocates have lost faith in 
the process and are increasingly concerned that the oppor-
tunity for lasting reform is slipping away. Surveys of Chicago-
ans completed as part of the consent decree show a clear 
drop in confidence that there will be lasting and positive 
change. 

The process has its defenders, including current Illinois At-
torney General Kwame Raoul, whose predecessor sued the 
city to force it to agree to federal court oversight. Raoul still 
believes the consent decree is the best way of “making these 
necessary reforms a reality.” 

But he also appears to be losing patience. Raoul warned last 
week that he would seek sanctions against the city if Mayor 
Brandon Johnson did not reverse the planned cuts. “I must 
remind you that the consent decree is not optional,” Raoul 
wrote to the mayor. “The City of Chicago must deliver on its 
consent decree obligations.” 

Johnson rarely speaks publicly about the need to reform the 
police department, instead focusing on efforts to improve 
officer morale and reduce crime. He declined to be inter-
viewed for this story but has told reporters he is committed 
to ensuring CPD “engages in constitutional policing.” 

https://www.propublica.org/article/chicago-consent-decree-compliance-police-reform?utm_source=firefox-newtab-en-us
https://www.wttw.com/news
https://www.propublica.org/people/vernal-coleman
https://www.propublica.org/people/sarahbeth-maney
https://news.wttw.com/2024/08/05/cpd-has-yet-launch-study-how-officers-are-deployed-missing-deadline-set-chicago-city
https://news.wttw.com/2024/08/05/cpd-has-yet-launch-study-how-officers-are-deployed-missing-deadline-set-chicago-city
https://news.wttw.com/2023/09/15/system-designed-alert-police-brass-about-officers-multiple-complaints-was-ready-2-12
https://news.wttw.com/2023/09/15/system-designed-alert-police-brass-about-officers-multiple-complaints-was-ready-2-12
https://news.wttw.com/2024/02/26/final-tally-chicago-taxpayers-spent-least-74m-resolve-police-misconduct-lawsuits-2023
https://news.wttw.com/2024/02/26/final-tally-chicago-taxpayers-spent-least-74m-resolve-police-misconduct-lawsuits-2023
https://news.wttw.com/2024/11/13/attorney-general-tells-chicago-mayor-reverse-planned-budget-cuts-police-reform-effort-or
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The Dearborn                

Express 

This publication is sponsored by the South 
Loop Referral Group, a professional and 
business networking group.  It is our mis-
sion to provide the Printers Row area with 
current news and to promote local busi-
nesses and organizations.  This publica-
tion will be distributed through email to 
individuals who wish to receive it.   If you 
have any questions or would like to con-
tribute information , please email us :     
thedearbornexpress@gmail.com 

Did you know the South 
Loop Neighborhood Watch - 
Police Beat 123 has a          
facebook page?   
We do!...and we encourage you to use it! 

The South Loop Neighborhood Watch –  

Police Beat 123 Facebook Page is a crime 

communication tool intended to enable the 

rapid sharing of crime alerts and crime    

prevention news specifically for Police Beat 

123. This area is the section of the South 

Loop that is bordered by Ida B. Wells on the 

north, Roosevelt Road on the South, the 

Chicago River on the west and Michigan 

Avenue on the east. 

Link to Facebook 

group:                                                            

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/1475398529519963/ 

Please stay engaged!  The safety and        

security of our neighborhood 

is everyone's business! 

http://chicago.suntimes.com  

Police searching for group of armed males 
who committed 17 robberies on South, 
Southwest Sides 
The robberies date back to Oct. 19, but 15 of them occurred in 
the last week. Several of the victims were “pistol-whipped or bat-
tered,” police said. 
By  Sun-Times Wire  
  Nov 16, 2024, 7:27pm CST  
 
Chicago police are alerting South Side residents about more than a 
dozen recent robberies committed by the same group. 
The 17 robberies date back to Oct. 19, but 15 of them occurred be-
tween Nov. 10 and Friday, according to police. They happened in the 
Archer Heights, Bronzeville, Chicago Lawn, Gage Park, Hyde Park, 
South Loop, Washington Park and Woodlawn neighborhoods. 
In each case, three to six men with handguns and rifles and wearing 
dark clothing and ski masks exited a stolen car, approached the vic-
tims, and took their belongings. Several of the victims were “pistol-
whipped or battered,” police said. 
The robbers are described by police as men between 18 and 25 years 
old. The stolen cars they drove include a 2014 black Maserati Quat-
troporte, a 2017 dark blue Maserati Quattroporte, a 2015 black Jeep 
Grand Cherokee and another black Jeep Grand Cherokee, police 
said. 
According to police, the robberies happened at the following times 
and locations: 

• 2:45 a.m. Oct. 19 in the 100 block of West Polk Street 
• 3:15 a.m. Oct. 19 in the 1400 block of East 57th Street 

• 12:35 a.m. Nov. 10 in the 5300 block of South Dorchester Ave-
nue 

• 2:20 a.m. Nov. 10 in the 5700 block of South Maplewood Ave-
nue 

• 2:50 a.m. Nov. 10 in the 5600 block of South St. Louis Avenue 

• 3 a.m. Nov. 10 in the 2600 block of West 63rd Street 

• 3 a.m. Nov. 10 in the 6500 block of South Campbell Avenue 

• 4:35 a.m. Thursday in the 4700 block of South Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Drive 

• 4:40 a.m. Thursday in the 6200 block of South Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Drive 

• 5 a.m. Thursday in the 6000 block of South Stony Island Avenue 

• 5:30 a.m. Thursday in the 5800 block of South Artesian Avenue 

• 5:45 a.m. Thursday in the 5300 block of South Kedzie Avenue 

• 5:45 a.m. Thursday in the 5400 block of South Kedzie Avenue 

• 5:50 a.m. Thursday in the 5700 block of South Rockwell Street 

• 5:55 a.m. Thursday in the 5700 block of South Kedzie Avenue 

• 6:30 a.m. Thursday in the 5400 block of South Kedzie Avenue 
12:10 a.m. Friday in the 4400 block of South Pulaski Road 

Anyone with information about the robberies can contact Area 1 de-
tectives at (312) 747-8384 or Area 3 detectives at (312) 744-8263. 
Anonymous tips can be submitted at cpdtip.com 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1475398529519963/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1475398529519963/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/authors/sun-times-wire
http://cpdtip.com
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Police Blotter 

Next CAPS Meeting   Jan. 2025 

3:00pm Zoom 

Beat 123 

http://home.chicagopolice.org/ 

http://chicago.suntimes.com  

The Dearborn                    

Express 

To Subscribe 

thedearbornexpress@ 

gmail.com 

Dearbornexpress.net/ 

caps.001district@chicagopolice.org  

11/2/2024  6:22 pm      1200 S Wabash 
AGGRAVATED BATTERY Handgun,  Sidewalk  Beat 131 
 

11/14/2024  4pm    1100 S Michigan 
STRONG ARM ROBBERY No weapon  Grant Park     
Beat 114 
 

11/04/2024  10:22am  1100 S State St 
ATTEMPT. STRONG ARM ROBBERY No weapon  Side-
walk  Beat 123 
 

11/04/2024  12:43 pm  1100 S Wabash 
AGGRAVATED BATTERY of an unborn child, Street  
Beat 123 
 

11/8/2024  11am  0 W Van Buren 
STRONG ARM ROBBERY No weapon  Beat 113 
 

11/3/2024  7am  800 S State St 
AUTO THEFT  Beat 123 
 

11/9/2024  6am  500 S Wabash 
AUTO THEFT  Street  Beat 123 
 

11/10/2024  4pm  600 S Dearborn 
AUTO THEFT  Parking lot  Beat 123 
 

11/3/2024  10pm  500 S Wells 
AUTO THEFT Parking lot  Beat 123 
 

11/3/2024  4am  1300 S Indiana 
AUTO THEFT  Street  Beat 132 
 

11/7/2024   12 Midnight  1200 S Indiana Av 
BURGLARY Forcible Entry in Residential Garage  Beat 
132 
 

10/30/2024  10PM  700 S Clark 
AUTO THEFT Residential Garage  Beat 123 
 
10/30/2024 1:30pm  700 S Clark 
AUTO THEFT  Non Res Parking Garage Beat 123 
 
 

LARCENY THEFT 

VANDALISM 

MISC OFFENCES 

SIMPLE BATTERY 

AUTO THEFT 

FRAUD 

SIMPLE ASSAULT 

BURGLARY 

AGGRAVATED BATTERY 

DISORDERLY CONDUCT 

Beat 123 –River 
to Michigan Av; 
Ida B. Wells to  
Roosevelt Rd.   

PERIOD OCT 30 TO NOV 14, 2024 

COPA investigating after off-duty CPD 
officer exchanges fire with two people 
in South Loop; no one injured 
A man, 25, was on the sidewalk in the first block of 
West Polk Street at 3:45 a.m. when two people ap-
proached him, police said. A woman, a 25-year-old 
off-duty CPD officer, approached the group in a car 
and one of the two people who had approached the 
man on the sidewalk shot at her before she shot back 
at them. 
By  Sun-Times Wire  
  Nov 16, 2024, 10:11am CST  
 
No one was injured after an off-duty Chicago police officer 
exchanged gunfire with two people in the South Loop early 
Saturday morning, according to Chicago police. 
A man, 25, was on the sidewalk in the first block of West Polk 
Street at 3:45 a.m. when two people approached him, police 
said. A woman, a 25-year-old off-duty Chicago police officer, 
approached the group in a car, and one of the two people who 
had approached the man on the sidewalk shot at her before she 
shot back at them. 
No injuries were reported, and no one is in custody, police 
said. 

The Civilian Office of Police Accounta-
bility is investigating. 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/authors/sun-times-wire
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Real Estate Transactions  

Susan Dickman - Koenigrubloff/
Berkshire Hathaway Home         

773-627-8176  

 

Susandickman.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne Rosen                         

Keller Williams 

312.545.7148 

 

  

Dearborn Street Realty 

Tom Feddor,  

312.203.3841 

tomfeddor@gmail.com 

 

To Subscribe 
Go to:  Dearbornexpress.net   
click on “contact” 
Or go to:  thedearbornexpress.gmail.com 

$290,000 
1400 S MICHIGAN AVE 2212 
10/22/24 
 
$455,000 
100 E 14

TH
 ST 1007 

10/22/24 
 
$312,500 
170 W POLK ST 1602 
10/21/24 
 
$1,340,000 
1309 S INDIANA AVE 
10/17/24 
 
$257,500 
40 E 9

TH
 ST 604 

10/16/24 
 
$740,000 
1431 S CLARK ST 
10/15/24 
 
$450,000 
1101 S STATE ST H-1800 
10/11/24 
 
$260,000 
780 S FINANCIAL ST 1101 
10/10/24 
 
$260,000 
780 S FEDERAL AVE 1101 
10/10/24 
 
$670,000 
1335 S PRAIRIE AVE 1306 
10/9/24 
 
$450,000 
866 S PARK TERRACE 712 
10/9/24 
 
$785,000 
621 S PLYMOUTH CT 805 
10/4/24 

Sherry Watkins 
Baird & Warner (Gold Coast) 
 
(773)458-0488 
sherry.watkins@bairdwarner.com 

http://Buyarosenhome.kw.com
mailto:sherry.watkins@bairdwarner.com
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1530 S State unit 12R 
2 Beds/ 2 Baths 
$425,000 
HOA $876 mo. 
 
Sophia Klopas 
Jameson Sotheby’s Intl 
312.927.0334 
 

633 S Plymouth Ct #908 
1 bed, 1 bath. 1000 sq ft 
$213,000 
 
Michael Longo 
@properties Christie's In-
ternational Real Estate 
630.853.3384 

161 W Harrison St #405 
2 Beds/ 2 Baths 1326 SF 
$325,000 
HOA $659 
 
Steven Hara 
Berkshire Hathaway  
847.910.2397 
 

680 S Federal St #509 
0 bed, 1 bath, 505 sq ft 
$129,900 
 
Giuseppe Battista 
Fulton Grace Realty 
630.816.7600 

1307 S Wabash Ave  
#704 
3 bed, 2 bath, 1300 sq ft 
$399,000 
HOA $857 Mo. 
 
Louise Nix 
Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Chicago 
773.875.9225 

 40 E 9th St #1918 
3 bed, 3 bath, 2500 sq ft 
$515,000 
 
Thomas Campone 
Keller Williams ONEChicago 
702.528.2267 

1211 S Prairie Ave 
#2001 
3 bed,3 bath,   
2920 sq ft 
$1,990,000 
 
Isabel Wolf 
Charles Rutenberg Realty of IL 
630.929.1100 

1409 S Clark St, Dearborn Park II 
4 Beds/ 4 Baths   2170 Sq Ft 
$875,000 
$265 mo. 
 
Jacek Michalkiewicz 
Coldwell Banker Realty 
708.983.3119 

701 S Wells St #2905 
2 bed, 2 bath, 1200 sq ft 
$369,000 
HOA $902 mo. 
 
Leticia Marquez 
MUV Real Estate 
708.953.1488 


