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Proposed Improvements for Dearborn 
Park from the Chicago Park District 

Thank you for your attention to Dearborn Park located at 865 
S. Park Terrace in your Ward. Following conversations with 
your office, the community and our staff, the Park District rec-
ommends the following park improvements. A visual of the 
capital improvements proposed is attached. We are seeking 
approval of the proposed improvements as we as a decision 
on whether we should remove the east set of stairs at the cen-
tral plaza and replace with an access ramp. - - - - - - - Trim 
trees (completed) Improve grass landscape (underway) Con-
struct a new 9-foot concrete pathway coming from the north-
west corner to the center of the park where there currently 
exists a dirt desire path Build/refurbish the 4-foot wide walk-
ing trail in the park with crushed stone Improve drainage 
near the southeast side of the park Install new bench on con-
crete slab in center plaza area Remove the existing east stairs 
at the center plaza and replace with an access ramp in con-
crete We appreciate your attention to this matter and look 
forward to the approved improvements for Dearborn Park. A 
plan of the proposed improvements is attached for reference. 
Thank you, Beth Tomlins Deputy Chief of Operations  

The Printers Row Advisory Council which (see page 6) has 
now adopted Dearborn Park responded to this proposal 
with their own suggestions and corrections. 

http://dearbornexpress.net/
https://bethfinke.wordpress.com/2016/01/11/mondays-with-mike-trumpentstein-guns-heavy-thinking-and-bars-without-tvs/
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Welcome to Jazz Showcase where 
Jazz lives in Chicago since 1947. Our 
exclusive 170 seat venue features the 
best Jazz acts you’ll find anywhere in 
the Chicago area. Tickets are now 
available online. Don’t forget to sign 
up for our e-mail newsletter so you 
don’t miss out on our upcoming 
shows! 

Dearborn Station    

312.360.0234 

806 S. Plymouth Court 

CHICAGO, 60605 

Jazzshowcase.com 

 

Thu-Sun, Jul 18-21, 8pm & 10pm, Sun. 4pm & 8pm…………………………….Alliance CD Release 
 Sun. 4pm & 8pm                                                                          – Colleen Clark & Sharel Cassity 
Mon, Jul 22, 5:30pm…………………................Chicago Jazz Orchestra featuring             
                                                                            John Campbell & Friends 
Tue, Jul 23, 8pm & 10pm……………………….…Saxophonist Jarrard Harris Quintet 
Wed, Jul 24, 8pm & 10pm…………………………Julia Danielle Quartet – CD Release 
Thu-Sat, Jul 25-27, 8pm & 10pm………………..Jalen Baker Quartet 
Sun, Jul 28, 4pm & 8pm…………..................... Jalen Baker Quartet 
Mon, Jul 29, 5:30pm…………………...................Chicago Jazz Orchestra featuring Scott Burns  
Tue, Jul 30, 8pm…………….……………………………WDCB 90.9fm 
Wed, Jul 31, 8pm & 10pm…………………………..Michael Dease – CD Release 
Thu-Sat, Aug 1-3, 8pm & 10pm……………………Charles McPherson Quartet 
Sun, Aug 4, 4pm & 8pm…………......................Charles McPherson Quartet 
Mon, Aug 5, 5:30pm…………………...................Chicago Jazz Orchestra 
Tue, Aug 6, 8pm & 10pm………………………….….Kyle Swan Trio featuring Brian Lynch 
Thu-Sat, Aug 8-10, 8pm & 10pm…………………Dee Alexander Quartet 
Sun, Aug 11, 4pm & 8 pm…………………………….Dee Alexander Quartet 
Mon, Aug 12, 5:30pm………………….................Chicago Jazz Orchestra 
Thu-Sat, Aug 15-18, 8pm & 10pm…………………Stu Katz/Eric Schneider Quartet 

Alliance CD Release Jul 18 –21 

Jul 25-28 

http://www.jazzshowcase.com/
http://www.jazzshowcase.com/
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Clark and Polk Streets 

312.224.1772 

Bingo with  Betty 

Last Wednesday of the month 

Thursdays 

410 S Michigan 

Avenue 

Chicago 

700 S Wabash Ave 

 

Buy Tickets 

21+ After 8:00PM 

SEATING POLICY:  

All tickets sold are General Admission, which means table/bar 

seating are on a first-come, first-served basis. Buying your 

ticket online in advance guarantees admission (not seating). 

We recommend arriving early for seating.  

PHOTO/VIDEO POLICY:  

No professional photo/video equipment will be allowed with-

out a media pass. 

 
Moxie Events presents  

THE GENTLEMEN OF MOTOWN  

 

Nora Jean Wallace  
 
Ages 21 and up  
Show: 9pm  

 

Willie Buck  
 
Ages 21 and up  
Show: 9pm  

https://www.ticketsales.com/studebaker-theater-tickets/venue?msclkid=1e1fb7a5d85712c0adb1d1bb59445fa0&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=TS%20Venues%201&utm_term=Studebaker%20Theater&utm_content=(v16488)%20-%20Studebaker%20Theater%20-%20Chicag
https://www.fineartsbuilding.com/events/the-gentlemen-of-motown/
https://www.fineartsbuilding.com/events/the-gentlemen-of-motown/
https://www.fineartsbuilding.com/events/the-gentlemen-of-motown/
https://buddyguy.com/event/nora-jean-wallace/buddy-guys-legends/chicago-illinois/
https://buddyguy.com/event/nora-jean-wallace/buddy-guys-legends/chicago-illinois/
https://buddyguy.com/event/willie-buck-5/buddy-guys-legends/chicago-illinois/
https://buddyguy.com/event/willie-buck-5/buddy-guys-legends/chicago-illinois/
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South Loop Neighbors South Loop Neighbors is a non-profit membership 

based organization dedicated to enhancing the quality of life in South Loop's neighborhoods and 

preserving the area's landmark districts.  

South Loop Neighbors represents South Loop residents who are concerned about:  

Ensuring high-quality, reasonably-sized real estate development as well as infrastructure  

improvements that respect the unique character of our community  

Preserving and protecting the area's Landmark Districts, including Printing House Row and  

Historic Michigan Boulevard  

Promoting quality education, recreation, services, retail, community activities, and events  

Maintaining a socially, culturally, and economically diverse neighborhood  

Developing strong relationships with key city officials to ensure they respect, hear, and act on the 

concerns and ideas of the South Loop community. South Loop Neighbors serves members and resi-

dents within the area bounded by Congress Parkway to approximately 25th Street and from the  

Chicago River to Lake Michigan.   Www.Southloopneighbors.org 

 

South Loop Neighbors   

Elected board 
President – Jim Wales 

Vice Pres. Jack Chalabian 

V.P. of Planning & Develop-
ment – Dennis McClendon 

Sec. – Benjamin Cottrell   

Director & Chair of   Mem-
bership—Roger Marsh 

Treasurer – Dorothy Miaso 

Director – Sarah Breedlove 

Director – Roger Marsh  

Director – Greg Borzo 

Director –  Rob Hard 

Director— Susan Zinner 

Development 
update 

presentation 
A roundup of what's pro-
posed and underway for 
the South Loop was the 
program at our annual 
meeting in January 
2022. You can watch it on 
YouTube. 

 
The latest information on 

planning and develop-

ment in our area can al-

ways be found at      our 

website SouthLoopUpdate.org 

              Jaqi Green 
                  Off. 312-922-5888 

                  Cell 847-542-1340 

                               899 S. Plymouth Ct. 

                               Chicago  60605 

                              JaqiGInt@gmail.com 

https://www.southloopneighbors.org/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ppDc4doEVI1uGWE6C7O5jQ21Ob-mfWA4wO4PX2E_4mUj9cP0zOSzWqVnrwticGlwlQvPI6AVqjlm0PEbeblby_f4FyF0QlXgmegQuiFvyx8jf0TXgoJGj26XGYhRl5XifleCA-U82LXwmSRUnv749wmttOofxOk6&c=9fK9xveWq3stwt6iI4lftmdSdHsm-7uaV-sqwYVQk2tnrkV6tkDknw==&ch=ttV8
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ppDc4doEVI1uGWE6C7O5jQ21Ob-mfWA4wO4PX2E_4mUj9cP0zOSzWqVnrwticGlwlQvPI6AVqjlm0PEbeblby_f4FyF0QlXgmegQuiFvyx8jf0TXgoJGj26XGYhRl5XifleCA-U82LXwmSRUnv749wmttOofxOk6&c=9fK9xveWq3stwt6iI4lftmdSdHsm-7uaV-sqwYVQk2tnrkV6tkDknw==&ch=ttV8
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ppDc4doEVI1uGWE6C7O5jQ21Ob-mfWA4wO4PX2E_4mUj9cP0zOSzWqVnrwticGlwR-1nBgawVvTMk3BwO6viZiGcbHEQ5yvX6ukyQeXm0OoutuD-PTsmhOONjyDfSa0heSgo4MXJ4a1IV8v5T-iZHQ==&c=9fK9xveWq3stwt6iI4lftmdSdHsm-7uaV-sqwYVQk2tnrkV6tkDknw==&ch=ttV8QqYpZfxO
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ppDc4doEVI1uGWE6C7O5jQ21Ob-mfWA4wO4PX2E_4mUj9cP0zOSzWqVnrwticGlwR-1nBgawVvTMk3BwO6viZiGcbHEQ5yvX6ukyQeXm0OoutuD-PTsmhOONjyDfSa0heSgo4MXJ4a1IV8v5T-iZHQ==&c=9fK9xveWq3stwt6iI4lftmdSdHsm-7uaV-sqwYVQk2tnrkV6tkDknw==&ch=ttV8QqYpZfxO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aizhX5VLTMY&t=548s
mailto:JaqiGInt@gmail.com
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Opinion 
The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the  editor or 
South Loop Referral Group.  

Backstory Essays 

Regan Burke 

The Big Freak Out  
July 4, 2024 

by Regan Burke In That 
Number: One March 
From the Streets of  
Protest to the Halls of  
Power  (And Beyond) 
 Available at Sandmeyer’s Book Store 

and other places.   

COMMENT 

Metaphors have frittered away from me. To be fair, 
they hadn’t much choice. In conveying messages to 
contemporaries over the past few years, whether 
speaking, emailing, texting or DM’ing, I’ve developed 
a necessary plain spokenness, lest the meaning be 
misconstrued, misunderstood or confusing. Fallout 
from this mind-bending prosaic language is living at  
a level of plain thinking, another aspect of old age 
(I’m 78) that I wish I’d been warned about. 
While watching Joe Biden perform at the now-
famous CNN debate in June, I came unstrung in the 
grip of knowing that Biden’s plain-thinking, plain-
speaking style was killing any chance of beating 
Trump in the November election.  
“Oh. my. god. He’s like my neighbor Ray,” I thought. 
Ray, who used to converse like a college professor 
and remember your name like you were his student, 
but now he talks only sports and weather. Ray, who 
cannot grasp metaphors unless they’re baseball say-
ings he’s used all his life, like “on the ball” or “step up 
to the plate” when he motions for you to exit the ele-
vator before him. 
On an unsually quiet afternoon, that is to say, no    
sirens, no gas-powered lawn mowers, no garbage 
trucks beep, beep, beeping as they backed out of the 
alley, I was studying David Montero’s new book, The 
Stolen Wealth of Slavery: A Case for Reparations. My 
book group decided to read two chapters at a time in 
order to absorb a history none of us had ever known. 
The premise that the intellect is stimulated through 
awe and wonder has proven true in this group, with 
this book. Montero’s research thoroughly tracks how 
the free labor of Black people in the South became 
the basis of the entire US economy and her domi-
nance over world markets. His writing is loaded with 
similes and metaphors. 
“The energies of three million enslaved people were 
organized into an industry, industrial enterprises 
were increasingly fertilized by slavery, and the out-
put of the system was shipped across the world.” 
 

(All of a sudden, a swift “click-
clum” in the room interrupted 
my reading. I turned and saw a 
ragged chunk of dried-up old 
paint on the floor, fallen from 
the ceiling. Surely there’s a 
metaphor here. Chip off the 
old block? Chip on your shoul-
der? Paint the town red? Naw. 
Nothing. I got nothing.) 
In the chapter, “The Union Must Perish,” Montero in-
cluded a white abolitionist’s account of his travels to 
the slave market of Virginia. Published in the New York 
Daily Tribune in 1850, part of it reads: 
“…this was the most heart-sickening sight I ever saw. I 
involuntarily exclaimed, “Is it possible that this is per-
mited in my own native country—the country I have 
loved so well, and whose institutions I have exultingly 
pointed to as an example for the world. If this is Chris-
tianity, don’t call me a Christian.” 
The emotons expressed are precisely what I feel now 
that the Trump-appointed United States Supreme 
Court ruled that the President is unbound from the 
rule of law and can freely engage in criminal activity. 
Our Christian Nationalist Supreme Court looks for-
ward to the next president closing the borders to any-
one but White Christian Europeans, slashing gay 
rights, civil rights, and women’s rights, and requiring 
biblical education in public schools. Echoing the 1850 
abolitionist, if this is Christianity, don’t call me a  
Christian. 
There ain’t no metaphor for that. 

https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://backstoryessays.com/author/reganburke/
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Pursuant to MCC 2-80-070(e)(1), the district 
council holds public meetings, at least monthly, 
where residents can discuss safety issues, com-
munity concerns and priorities. Residents can 
also raise awareness and work to address con-
cerns about policing in the 1st   district and in-
crease accountability.  
The district council will set aside at least twenty 
(20) minutes to provide an opportunity for pub-
lic comment at each meeting. Anyone may sub-
mit written public comment by delivering it at 
the public meeting or by emailing       
Javon.Lewis-Brown@cityofchicago.org.  

District 001 District Council Meeting 

Tuesday, August 6th at 6PM at  

Glessner House.   

Adrienne.Johnson@cityofcicago.org or 

312.989.5160 

Www.Facebook.com/districtcouncil001 

 

New Parks Adopted 
At last night’s meeting (Thursday, July 18, 2024) of the 
Printers Row Park Advisory Council, the motion to adopt 
both Dearborn Park (the park), and Roosevelt Park was 
passed unanimously.  The park advisory council works 
with the Chicago Park District on improvements of their 
respective parks.  The group is reaching out to residents 
who live near and use those parks to join so they can of-
fer input and influence what improvements will be made.  
The group has already communicated with the park dis-
trict their suggestions on the proposal for Dearborn Park 
(See page 1). The Printers Row Advisory board was very 
successful in raising funds to rehabilitate the Printers 
Row fountain and currently holds about $10,000 in their 
treasury.   

Left to right, Janice Koerber, secretary; Doug McConnel, 
Treasurer; Jim Rice, president; Sam Clark, vice President; 
Mary Ivory, member; Pat Methven, member 
Missing board members from picture: directors Colleen 
Wales, Greg Borzo  
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Opinion 
The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the  editor or 
South Loop Referral Group.  

Sincerely, Marianne 

By Marianne Goss   

Is it ageist to be concerned about 
Biden’s age?  July 9, 2024 

South Looper Marianne Goss blogs at                                        
https://sincerelymarianne.blogspot.com/ 

COMMENT 

Amid all the discussion about whether Joe Biden would or 
should drop out of the presidential race after an unsettling 
debate performance, I was surprised to not have heard 
“time to go, Joe” Democrats attacked as ageist.  

Well, Biden’s decline is an acknowledged, visible fact, not 
necessarily a biased view. Yet I wondered whether there 
are any voices on Biden’s side who are alleging ageism, 
even if they don’t use the term.  

The headline of Sheila Callaham’s article in Forbes  — 
“Demanding Biden Step Down Because He’s ‘Too Old’ Is 
Wrong. Here’s Why” — could have substituted “ageist” for 
“wrong.” The wrong, according to the cofounder and execu-
tive director of Age Equity Alliance, is thinking that an 81-
year-old is categorically unfit to be president. Everyone 
ages differently.  

That’s not exactly a defense of Biden, but Callaham also 
said that she was not shaken by Biden’s debate perfor-
mance, calling it “a very natural cognitive response to a 
stressful situation.” The opinion was echoed by a couple of 
other gerontologists who blamed Biden’s poor showing on 
factors other than his years.  

MSNBC columnist Kavita Patel, a doctor, said that “anyone 
over the age of 40” who was suffering from a cold and lack 
of sleep might have had slow response time, confusion, and 
difficulty finding words.  

Social gerontologist Jeanette Leardi  wrote on LinkedIn that 
Biden was up against a number of challenges in the debate: 
his stutter, a cold, and a ceaselessly combative challenger.  

The “real questions” in this election, Callaham said, are not 
about age but about a candidate’s vision and plans, trust-
worthiness, and monetary support. Leardi noted that de-
bates don’t predict ability to do the job of president, which 
requires careful deliberation, not quick thinking. "Age 
brings experience and wisdom," Patel reminded her audi-
ence.  

I agree that a poor debater might still make a good presi-
dent, and that character and ideas should count more than 
sprightliness. But I don’t think cognitive decline is irrele-
vant. A president should be up to the rigors of the job.  

 

“The presidency is a physically and mentally demanding 
job,” wrote a responder to Leardi’s post. “It’s good and 
proper for the American electorate to assess a candidate’s 
physical and mental suitability for the job. And if age is 
the cause of some unsuitability, well, that is just a fact of 
life.”  

It is wrong — ageist — to brand someone as too old with-
out evidence. But, since age is the primary reason for cog-
nitive decline, it’s naive to expect that an old person will 
remain sharp. 

Another factor in an elderly politician’s refusal to step 
aside is that he blocks the way for younger generations to 
assume leadership, as Northwestern University profes-
sors Rachel Jamison Webster and Jillana Enteen wrote in 
an op-ed published in the Chicago Tribune. “The survival 
of our democracy depends on the participation of younger 
generations,” they said. “The point is not that older states-
men are unfit for their jobs, but that they are failing at the 
deeper level of democratic legacy.” Interestingly, the word 
“ageist” appears in the headline (“It’s not ageist to say that 
Joe Biden must bow out”) but not the body of the piece. 

I don’t think that Biden should have run for a second 
term. If, as has been reported, the people close to him hid 
signs of his decline, shame on them. But here we are, 
choosing between two oldsters. As I think about ageism, I 
am aware that the blatant discrimination in this year’s 
presidential campaign has been the focus only on Biden’s 
decline. The gibberish of Trump, only three years young-
er, is shrugged off as “just Trump being Trump.” Let’s 
hope for a course correction so that both candidates’ cog-
nitive fitness is judged. I have no doubt who will fare bet-
ter if people really listen. 

https://sincerelymarianne.blogspot.com/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/sheilacallaham/2024/07/04/demanding-biden-step-down-because-hes-too-old-is-wrong-heres-why/
https://www.msnbc.com/opinion/msnbc-opinion/biden-debate-nominee-ageism-aging-rcna160319
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/jeanette-leardi-3978b126_like-all-of-us-biden-is-aging-in-complex-activity-7212513199668047872-lSN2/
https://digitaledition.chicagotribune.com/html5/desktop/production/default.aspx?edid=77dcdad8-c9da-424a-80aa-04ec12b538d7&lctg=B4EDB497E4BF35C3A543044040&utm_email=B4EDB497E4BF35C3A543044040&g2i_source=newsletter&utm_source=listrak&utm_medium=email&utm_term=h
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Lorraine Schmall 
Dearborn Park / July, 2024 

Wandering Stars by Tommy Orange 
(Alfred A Knopf 2024) 

 

The Devil is Fine, begins and ends with a funeral.  The first 
is classically Christian: corpse draped in church clothes; laid 
in a box; feet facing east, so the dead can rise to meet their 
savior from the direction He is said to come; surrounded by 
family and friends and onlookers, both curious and car-
ing.  The second is uncharacteristically but mythically Igbo: 
unclothed, taboo-breaking, mythical, and almost alone.     
Between those two events, there is a hella lot of haunting, 
horror, and (believe-it-or-not) humor. John Vercher’s third 
novel is brilliant, profound, nerve-rattling. The first person 
narrator is unnamed because, according to Vercher, “he is 
going through…struggles about who he is, …as a father,…as a 
Black man, as a biracial man.” He is also a dry drunk with 
severe anxiety,  an arguable misogynist who continues to 
pine for a woman who doesn’t want him, and an academic 
whose writing may not get him tenure “because people have 
moved on from the racial narratives [and] it’s not 2020 out 
there anymore.” He doesn’t have a name because he doesn’t 
know who he is.  He may have lost his mind, or be over-
whelmed by grief, or be driven by demons, or have finally 
come to face the truth he learns by talking to, and assuming 
the lives of, ghosts.   Conversations with a queer bartender, 
one particularly charming and terribly funny barfly, and his 
own dad offer him the humility he’s needed all his life.      
Vercher’s plot is twisted by some unimaginable events that 
could only happen in real life.  He calls it magical realism, 
where the  “fantastic is frequently part of everyday life.” His 
teenage son, Malcom (whose spirit is his companion, confessor,  

and counsel) always resisted his father’s demands that he be-
lieve in a white God: "If I got to choose between your God and 
the devil, The Devil is Fine”--- but was buried as a believ-
er.  Another young boy, two hundred years before Malcolm, 
quoted the devil in Milton’s Paradise Lost, as his enslaver 
beat him to death for refusing baptism:  “Better to reign…than 
serve.”  There’s a lot happening here. The narrator’s son accus-
es his biracial father of resenting him because “I am blacker 
than you,” but because of his death, the narrator becomes the 
owner of a former plantation—-on the Delmarva peninsula— 
passed down by the men on his white mother’s side of the fam-
ily.  Vercher draws on a long literary history: the narrator in 
Native Son is unnamed; the narrator’s workplace problems 
echo Percival Everett's satirical Erasure (the source of the film 
American Fiction); the chilling history of what might have 
happened on the narrator’s plantation remind us of the the 
brilliant Yonder by Jabari Asim, which retells the story of the 
Igbo tribesmen, who mutinied on the Georgia shores then 
walked back, chained, into the sea—-in defiance of a Nigerian 
taboo against suicide—to resist enslavement and return to 
their homeland; in These Ghosts are Family, Maisy Card’s 
spirits, like the narrator’s deceased family members, expose 
long-held secrets about a clan and a country; 
and of course, John Milton himself. And 
then… there are the jellyfish.  No beach read, 
more a tornado thriller, The Devil is Fine 
ought to be on your to-read list. 
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714 S. Dearborn 
312.922.2104 

American Writers Museum 

180 N. Michigan Ave, 2nd Floor 

Chicago, IL 60601 

https://americanwritersmuseum.org/  

Sandmeyer’s 
Bookstore has served 
Chicago’s South Loop 
since 1982, providing 
quality new books and 
unbeatable service.  A 
true mom-and-pop 
shop, Sandmeyer’s 
Bookstore has been 
family-owned and    
operated since the   
beginning. 
     Come browse our 
extensive collection of 
new releases, travel 
guides and children’s 
books.  Whether it’s a 
fresh copy of an old 
favorite or the latest 
bestseller, you’re al-
ways going to find 
something good at 
Sandmeyer’s. 

Welcome to  

Sandmeyer’s Bookstore! 

Independent.  Local.  Family-owned. 
From the moment you walk into 
Sandmeyer’s Bookstore, you can tell    
the difference. 

Made in Chicago 
Tour 

Discover Chicago’s     
vibrant literary heritage 
with the brand-new 
Made in Chicago Tour. 
From Nelson Algren to 
Viola Spolin, this tour 
celebrates the voices that 
made the Windy City the 
writing and publishing 
capital it is today. 

The Made in Chicago 
Tour is offered daily at 3:00 pm when the AWM is open. The 
AWM is open all week (except Tuesday) from 10:00 am to 5:00 
pm during the summer. This tour is included with admission. 
Advanced registration is not required. Tours begin at the muse-
um front desk. 

PLAN YOUR VISIT  Jul 10 to Sept 2nd. 

https://americanwritersmuseum.org/
https://americanwritersmuseum.org/visit/tickets-hours/
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CPA_____________ 

Valero & Associates, Inc. 

Marlene P. Valero, 

CPA, MST 

47 W. Polk Street 

Ste. 100-273 

Chicago, IL  60605 

(773)592.0472 

Marlene.p.valero 

@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
First & only museum all about the   

science of decision-making recently 

opened in Chicago.  At Mindworks, 

you’ll uncover the science behind:  

·     Goal-setting & motivation 
·     Common cognitive biases 
·     First impressions 
·     How to make wiser decisions 
      And more!  

  
Learn more & book your free visit  

mindworkschicago.org  

224 S Michigan Av 
 across from the Art Institute 

 
 

Grills Night Out with a Bocce Tournament 
Saturday July 20 
7:00 pm  
Dearborn (Henry) Park 865 S Park Terrace, Chicago, IL 60605 
 

Bring your own meat (or veggies) and join your neighbors for a 
midsummer's night of good food and good times. South Loop 
Neighbors will provide the grills, drinks, chips, and dessert. 
 
PLUS - based on feedback from our membership, we will be 
holding a bocce tournament during the Grills Night Out! Two 
person teams - early sign-up via via email with team name and 
members or on-site! 

On Thursday, June 27th, 2024, a hundred or more 

motercycles rode up Plymouth Court under the via-

duct at Roosevelt Road at a high speed.  Photo of 

them going through the bicycle opening at the 

culdesac  north of 9th Street. 

http://mindworkschicago.org
mailto:Jim.wales1120@gmail.com
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newcity.com 

Editor’s Letter: July, 2024 
July 9, 2024 by Brian Hieggelke 
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https://pianofortechicago.com/events/ 

PianoForte Studios, 1335 South Michigan Ave  
Chicago, IL 60605 United States  

newcity.com 

Piano Store 

Concerts & Events 

Recording Studio 

Event Rental 

312.291.0000 

info@pianofortechicago.com 

https://pianofortechicago.com/ 

IN THIS ISSUE 
Come into My Parlor 
Jamie O’Reilly makes a private tradition public 
Deployment Nuremberg 
A veteran remembers his days running “Hitler’s favorite   
opera house” after the war 
Vera Klement, “Trace of Day,” 2002. 78 x 104” two panels,     
84 x 78”+ 66 x 20” Klement Studio 
You Are Beyond 
Remembering Vera Klement 
+Touched by an art class 
+For the love of Batman  AND . . . 
Comics 
“Tough Shit” 
A new comic by Iona Fox 
Poetry 
“What We Own” 
A new poem by Bette Cerf Hill 
And so much more… 

Though we were neigh-
bors, living and working in 
the same building for most 
of my adult life, I never got 
to know Vera Klement. She 
attended a party or two in 
our apartment, and we went 
to gallery openings and din-
ners where she was present. 
But our connection, sadly, 
came through others. For 
them, she changed their 
lives. 

Artists are human beings 
too, with friends and lives 
outside the studio. Publica-
tions like Newcity tend to 
profile artists through their 
creative work, but in this 
issue, we went to friends and former students, as that was 
how we knew her. 

I must have first heard Vera’s name in the mid-1980s, when 
my brother Brent, who started Newcity with Jan and me 
while he was in the College at the University of Chicago, took 
Vera’s class. An econ major like we all were, he was especially 
enthusiastic about his Color Theory class, and thrilled in dis-
covering that she lived in the same building we’d adopted as 
Newcity’s headquarters. 

Decades later, we became good friends with our neighbors 
Anne Ream, Camila Di Mauri and Javier Otero. They all shared 
a floor with Vera and were close to her. Through them, we got 
to know Vera better than most. 

When Vera moved out of the building she’d been in for almost 
fifty years, we visited her loft for the first time, for the sale to 
liquidate her life’s possessions. You could feel the everlasting 
creative energy that filled that space for so long, along with a 
pervasive melancholy that it was being depleted. 

We bought a funky lamp she’d created, as well as a paint-
brush and mixing bowl she’d used. I like to think we captured 
just an iota of her essence. She is part of the story of our 
home. She is part of the story of Chicago. 

—BRIAN HIEGGELKE 

Cover Art: Vera Klement, “Trace 
of Day,” 2002. 78 x 104” two 
panels, 84 x 78”+ 66 x 20” 
Klement Studio (detail)  

Look for Newcity’s July 2024 print edition at over 300 Chicago-area 
locations this week or subscribe to the print edition at                        
Newcityshop.com.  

https://newcity.com/
https://www.newcity.com/author/brianhey/
https://pianofortechicago.com/venue/pianoforte-studios-3/
https://newcity.com/
http://Newcityshop.com


 12 

 

Closed Sunday June 30th, 2024 
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AUG 10, SATURDAY 10AM-5PM 

AUG 11, SUNDAY 10AM –5PM 

Amdur Productions is 

proud to announce the 
return of the 6th An-
nual Printer’s Row Art 

Fest in Chicago! Be part of a cool vibe art festi-
val in Chicago’s up and coming South Loop, a 

vibrant, diverse and inclusive community. The 
South Loop is a mosaic of people, neighbor-
hoods and cultures. Taking place alongside the 

famous Printer’s Row Park, this fall festival will 
be the place to be. The festival showcases the 

beauty, creativity and culture of the area. 
Trendy loft apartments and photo studios, up-
scale apartments and townhomes, on-trend 

restaurants and bars all make this area the ur-
ban destination of millennials, gen-xers and 

baby boomers.  
  
Held on Dearborn Street, from Harrison Street 

to Polk Street, the South Loop Art Fest will be a 
showing and selling opportunity for artists and 
artisans. Art at all price points is invited at this 

fall fest. Painters, street artists, jewelers, “up-
cycling artists”, artisans of all kinds, photogra-

phers, mixed media artists and more are invit-
ed to apply.  

Chicago SummerDance 
at Spirit of Music Garden 
— Grant Park, 112 E. Bal-
bo Dr. 
(Corner of Balbo Dr. and 
Michigan Ave.) 
Thursday, August 8, 6-
9pm 
Theme: Cumbia 

• 6pm – Instruction by 
Karla Galvan/ Teatro 
Tariakuri (Cumbia) 
7:15pm – Music by Money Chicha (Psychedelic Cumbia) 
Friday, August 9, 6-9pm 
Theme: R&B, Steppin' 

• 6pm – Instruction by James "Pete" Frazier/ Majestic Gents 
(Steppin') 
7:15pm – Music by Club Crib (R&B, Steppin') 
Saturday, August 10, 6-9pm 
Theme: Swing (Lindy Hop / Charleston) 
6pm – Instruction by Brennan Bowman/ Fizz Swing Dance 
(Lindy Hop/ Charleston) 
7:15pm – Music by Shout Section Big Band (Swing) 
 

Chicago SummerDance at Spirit of Music Garden — Grant 
Park, 112 E. Balbo Dr. 
(Corner of Balbo Dr. and Michigan Ave.) 
Thursday, August 15, 6-9pm 
Theme: Zydeco, 2 Step 

• 6pm – Instruction by Louie Stallone (2-step, Waltz) 
7:15pm – Music by Le Travaillant (Zydeco, Cajun) 

Friday, August 16, 6-9pm 

Theme: Line Dance 

6pm – Music by Shon Roka in collaboration with line dance 
leaders Fre2Dance (Line Dancing) 

Saturday, August 17, 6-9pm 

Theme: Salsa 

6pm – Instruction by Denita/ Desueño Dance, Sarah Najera/ 
MOMENTA Dance Company (Physically Integrated Salsa) 

7:15pm – Music by Flaco Navaja & the Razor Blades (Salsa) 

Chicago SummerDance at Daley Plaza, 50 W. Washington 
St. 

Tuesday, August 20, 4:30-7:30pm 

• 4:30pm – Creative Activity 

5:30pm – Instruction by Gopi Engineer of Meher Dance 
(Bhangra and Bollywood) 

6pm – Music by Funkadesi 

Chicago SummerDance at Spirit of Music Garden — Grant 
Park, 112 E. Balbo Dr. 
(Corner of Balbo Dr. and Michigan Ave.) 
Friday, August 23, 6-9pm 
Theme: Afrobeat 

• 6pm – Instruction by Bobbi Ponder (Afro Dance) 
7:15pm – Music by Occidental Brothers (Afrobeat, Soukous) 

Saturday, August 24, 6-9pm 
Theme: House 

• 6pm – Instruction by Tre Daniels/ Jus Be Collective 
6:30pm – Music by A Party Called Tribe (House) 

Summer Dance—August 

https://amdurproductions.com/event/

printers-row-art-fest/ 

https://www.fizzswingdance.com/
https://www.shoutsection.com/
https://letravaillant.com/
https://www.shonroka.com/
https://momentadances.org
https://momentadances.org
https://www.facebook.com/FlacoNavaja/
https://www.meherdance.com/
https://funkadesi.com/
https://www.occidentalbrothers.com/
https://www.tribecago.com/


 14 

 

Market Info Market Info 

At the Jazz Showcase, the Chicago Jazz Orchestra, Jeff Lind-

berg, Director, every Monday night at 5:30pm  in June, July 

and August.  These photos are from Monday, July 15th, 

2024.  The featured singer was Bobbie Wylson, female jazz 

vocalist and former voice teacher at Columbia College.   

https://www.southloopfarmersmarket.com/printers-row-on-saturdays
https://www.southloopfarmersmarket.com/night-market-on-thursdays
https://seechicagodance.com/
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Restaurant employee 
held at knifepoint      
during early-morning 
robbery in Loop 
Story by Gabriel Castillo  
1 min read 
 
Story by Gabriel Castillo  
• 
CHICAGO — Authorities are searching for the peo-
ple involved in a violent robbery at a restaurant in 
the Loop early Sunday morning. 
Chicago police say an employee at Lou Malnati’s 
Pizza in the 800 block of South State Street was ex-
iting the back door of the restaurant just before 2 
a.m. when two people, a male and a female whose 
ages are unknown, approached with a handgun. 
Officers say the employee attempted to run back into the res-
taurant, but one of the offenders grabbed him and put a knife 
to his throat before entering the business. 
into the restaurant, but one of the offenders grabbed 
him and put a knife to his throat before entering the 
business. 
According to police, once inside, the female offend-
er held a second employee at gunpoint and demand-
ed money from the safe. 
The employees complied with the demands and the 
robbers then fled the scene. 
Officers say one of the victims was taken to the hos-
pital after falling and hitting his head during the in-
cident. 

Restaurant employee held at knifepoint during early-morning robbery in 

Loop © Provided by WGN-TV Chicago 
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Click here for the rest of the story 

Blockclub-chicago.org/ 

Grant Park is at a Crossroads 
A presentation and partnership with The Cliff Dwellers, Grant Park    
Advisory Council, and South Loop Neighbors.  
 
Location: The Cliff Dwellers, 200 S Michigan (Floor 22)  
Cocktails 5-6 pm 
Picnic Style Buffer 6-7 pm $45 
Presentation at 7 pm (Presentation only $15) 
 

Reservations Required by July 23rd 
email: reservations@cliff-chicago.org 

or call: 312-922-8080 
 
 
Jim Wales and Leslie Recht will outline the status of Grant Park, provide some of 
the ideas to improve Grant Park that have been discussed by the council members, 
and will solicit input from attendees about Grant Park. There will also be some 
discussion about the art and monument projects that have been suggested for 

Wednesday, July 24th, 2024 

RSVP 

Bike Lane Ticketing Pro-
gram Still Hasn’t Started 
16 Months After City    
Approved It  
The Smart Streets pilot program 
creates a system to mail tickets to 
drivers caught by city cameras 
blocking bike lanes and bus stops in 
the Downtown area. It could begin 
this fall.  
by Quinn Myers July 11, 2024  
CHICAGO — A pilot program that 
would automatically send a ticket to 
drivers who block bike and bus 
lanes Downtown has yet to begin 
— almost a year and a half since 
the measure was approved by City 
Council.  
In March 2023, alderpeople passed 
the Smart Streets pilot ordinance, 
which calls for the use of city cam-
eras to catch and ticket driv-
ers illegally parked in bike lanes, 
bus-only lanes, bus stops and cross-
walks. The program will use camer-
as on city vehicles and other infra-
structure to monitor scofflaws and 
mail them a ticket for parking in-
fractions. 
The pilot area for the ticketing sys-
tem will extend from Lake Michi-
gan to Ashland Avenue and North 
Avenue to Roosevelt Road. 
Offenders caught on camera would 
get one warning letter before being 
issued a ticket by the Department of 
Finance, according to the original 
ordinance. City Council last 
year increased the fine for vehicles 
blocking a bike lane from $150 to 
$250. 
But 16 months after the ordinance’s 
passage, no tickets have been issued 
under the program. The Council’s 
pedestrian and traffic safety com-
mittee on Wednesday approved an 
extension to the pilot’s end date, 
but no one at the hearing was sure 
when exactly it would get started. 
Robert Kearney, chief of staff for 

https://blockclubchicago.org/2024/07/11/chicago-still-not-ticketing-bike-lane-blockers-16-months-after-approving-crackdown/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Bike%20Lane%20Ticketing%20Program%20Still%20Hasn%20t%20Started%20%F0%9F%9A%B2&utm
mailto:reservations@cliff-chicago.org
https://blockclubchicago.org/author/quinn-myers/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2023/03/15/chicago-drivers-caught-on-camera-blocking-bike-lanes-will-soon-get-tickets-in-the-mail/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2023/01/18/lightfoot-proposes-automatic-ticketing-for-drivers-blocking-downtown-bike-and-bus-lanes-loading-zones/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2023/01/18/lightfoot-proposes-automatic-ticketing-for-drivers-blocking-downtown-bike-and-bus-lanes-loading-zones/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2023/01/18/lightfoot-proposes-automatic-ticketing-for-drivers-blocking-downtown-bike-and-bus-lanes-loading-zones/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2022/12/14/blocking-bike-lanes-could-get-you-a-250-ticket-or-towed-under-new-ordinance/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2022/12/14/blocking-bike-lanes-could-get-you-a-250-ticket-or-towed-under-new-ordinance/
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Www.boydbooks.net 

https://www.boydbooks.net/
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Backstory Essays 

Regan Burke 

It’s not lucky to be 
almost assassinated 

July 16, 2024.  She came to me at nine years old with an 
incomplete backstory. No longer a viable breeder after 
age five or six, the owners kept her way past her finan-
cial contribution to the family. She’d delivered two lit-
ters a year, about 100 puppies. “We just liked her,” they 
told me. My inquiry, “I’m an old lady dog-lover, looking 
for an old-lady dog companion,” hit just the right tone. 
“You’re an answer to our prayers.” And so I got Elsa. 

The day after the attempted assassination of the former 
president, I hungered for Sunday air. You know, the first 
day of the week kind of air, where everything starts 
over. Air that requires nothing. No lofty thoughts, no 
reflection, no opinions, judgments, or conclusions. Sun-
day air. I breathe Sunday air when singing a well-known 
hymn like “It is well with My Soul”. 

When peace like a river, attendeth my way 

When sorrows like sea billows roll 

Whatever my lot 

Thou hast taught me to say 

It is well, it is well, with my soul 

And when the preacher elevates my being with no ef-
fort on my part, I breathe in the Sunday air of love.  

Sunday air was unattainable at church last week, 
though. It was not well with my soul. Right off, the 
preacher prayed “for former President Trump, grateful 
he did not succumb to political violence. This world is 
in love with violence, a violence that threatens the best 
in us, so renew in us a commitment to the Christ, who 
calls us to turn the other cheek, to love our neighbor, to 
love our enemies.” On receiving this, I sucked in a big 
chunk of we’re-gonna-lose and couldn’t seem to exhale. 

The sermon choked off any puff of relief— a parable 
about prayer that meant nothing to me. My diaphragm 
would have swelled during hymn-singing, but the tunes 
were unfamiliar yawns. 

 

And so, airless, I vamoosed to the outdoors, home to fetch Elsa 
for a trip to the park to watch tennis players sweat it out. She 
was too hot to sniff around the edges and lazed in the shade 
instead. Until a tennis ball bounced toward her behind the 
chain link fence. She bolted for it and dug into the wire to try 
to slay that green fuzzy rodent stunt double. She would have 
broken her teeth to get to it. A tennis player picked up the ball, 
a good ball, and tossed it over the fence with big Sunday air to 
Elsa, who received it with the gusto of a kid catching bubbles. 
She flaunted her prize using all the primal dog moves that de-
light dog-loving humans. I never knew she was a ball dog.  

Echoing Bill 
Maher, Bulwark 
podcaster Tim 
Miller asked his 
spirit guide and 
Managing Edi-
tor, Sam Stein:  

“Can I say 
Trump is the 
luckiest dog on 
the planet?” 

“No! You can’t 
say that.” 

“I can’t?” Asked Miler. 

“No! It’s not lucky to be almost assassinated.” Said Stein. 

But Elsa. She's a lucky dog.  

COMMENT 

by Regan Burke In That 
Number: One March 
From the Streets of  Pro-
test to the Halls of  Power  
(And Beyond) 
 Available at Sandmeyer’s Book Store and 

other places.   

https://backstoryessays.com/author/reganburke/
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
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                 PRAIRIE SHORES  

    PROPERTYMANAGEMENT LLC 

                     700 N. Sacramento Blvd. Suite 301      

                             Chicago, Illinois 60612              

                           773-878-3300 tel.     773-878-3306 fax 

 

www.PrairieShoresManagement.com 

Chicago’s only condominium management 
firm specializing exclusively in vintage buildings.   
Property managers for Peterson Lofts, Harrison 
Street Lofts and The Moser Condominiums.   All 
located in Printers Row. 

As Chinatown’s Ping Tom Park Turns 
25, Neighbors Worry Massive Devel-
opment Could Change Its Identity  
Residents fear The 78 megadevelopment, which the 
White Sox hope to make their new home, could swal-
low the park and erode the area’s culture.  
by Ian Gibson and Karishma Bhuiyan July 5, 
2024Updated July 8, 2024  
Debbie Liu is president of the Ping Tom Park Ad-
visiory Council and has researched the impact of de-
velopment on Chinatown communities. Credit: Colin 
Boyle/Block Club Chicago  
This story was reported by Ian Gibson and Karishma 
Bhuiyan, who worked as student associate interns with 
Block Club’s The Watch investigative team through a 
partnership with Northwestern University’s Media Law 
and Government Transparency Practicum. 
 
CHINATOWN — Longtime Chinatown advocate Grace 
Chan McKibben occasionally spends part of her lunch 
break strolling through Ping Tom Memorial Park, 
which straddles 18th Street and is known for its pago-
da-style pavilion, annual dragon-boat race and im-
pressive views of the Chicago River and skyline. 
Until recently, the biggest concern for Chan McKibben 
and other park users has been that freight trains 
sometimes block the Ping Tom entrance. 
But as the park celebrates its 25th anniversary this 
summer, visitors and supporters face a larger threat: 
The 78, an undeveloped 62 acres just north of the 
park. 
The Chicago White Sox are reportedly in talks with 
developers to build a stadium on the site, and Chan 
McKibben, executive director of the Coalition for a 
Better Chinese American Community, worries the 
massive development could swallow the park and 
erode the area’s cultural identity. 
“The property line of The 78 is literally right up 
against the north end of Ping Tom Park, which is why 
every time we talk about The 78, I’m like, ‘Please, also 
remember Ping Tom Park,’” she said.  
The stadium idea hasn’t yet gained momentum with 
city and state officials, but Chan McKibben and other 
community leaders are on guard to protect the park 
and the Chinatown area. 
They have good reason to be concerned: Other China-
town districts around the country have been slipping 
away because of gentrification and development.  
Over the past two decades, a basketball and hockey 
arena in Washington, D.C., pushed up property values 
and displaced residents of the nearby Chinatown 
community.  
 
 

 
 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 

http://www.prairieshoresmanagement.com/
https://blockclubchicago.org/author/ian-gibson/
https://blockclubchicago.org/author/karishma-bhuiyan/
https://blockclubchicago.org/the-watch/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2024/02/08/heres-what-a-new-sox-park-in-the-south-loop-could-look-like/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2024/02/08/heres-what-a-new-sox-park-in-the-south-loop-could-look-like/
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https://blockclubchicago.org/ 

Monday July 22 

10:30am-11:30am 

Local rules requiring that businesses there have Chi-
nese in their names failed to protect the area’s cultural 
identity, said Debbie Liu, president of Ping Tom Park’s 
advisory council. 
“What we saw was Starbucks with translations in Chi-
nese. Anthropologie: Chinese. Bed, Bath & Beyond: Chi-
nese. Hooters: Chinese. That’s not what most people 
consider cultural distinction,” Liu said. “There’s only 
really one or two Chinese restaurants left there in D.C.” 
The result was a Chinatown that maintained its visual 
character but lost its important role as an ethnic en-
clave. 
Liu said a new stadium in The 78 could have a similar 
impact on Chicago’s Chinatown. 
Community leaders note that Chicago’s Chinese popula-
tion has been displaced before: More than 100 years 
ago, discrimination and expensive rents forced resi-
dents and businesses from Clark and Van Buren streets 
in the Loop to Chinatown’s current location in the Ar-
mour Square neighborhood.  
“Chinatown here is not super close to a convention cen-
ter,” Liu said. “It’s not close to a theater district. It’s not 
close to a stadium. It’s not close to Downtown. Those 
have been factors in why Chinatowns in other cities 
have been more susceptible to displacement.” 
Chan McKibben would like to see significant investment 
in affordable housing as a major component of The 78. 
She also said the development could strengthen educa-
tional options to Chinatown. 
“Chinatown and Bridgeport have been pushing for a 
neighborhood high school for the past 30 years,”  

Chan McKibben said. “It 
would be good if the school 

could be in The 78 because 
there really isn’t any other 

land to build on.” 
Ping Tom Park is perhaps the 

starkest example of China-
town’s fragility and its 
strength. 

In 1962, Hardin Square and 
Stanford parks — which 

served Chinatown residents 
— were  demolished to make 
way for the Dan Ryan Ex-

pressway, according to a Park 
District historical account. 
Residents were promised a 
replacement park, but neigh-

borhood advocates led by 
Leonard Louie pushed for 
years to get the Park District to fulfill this promise. 

“Louie was instrumental in going to the Park District meet-
ings, every single meeting, and saying, ‘Where’s our replace-
ment park?’” said Ernest Wong, the landscape architect who 
designed the park. “He just kept on going back and back and 
back.” 
 
 
 
 
 

The Chicago skyline as seen 
from Ping Tom Park in China-
town on Oct. 17, 2023. Credit: 
Colin Boyle/Block Club Chica-

PING TOM PARK 25 YEARS from previous page BLOCK CLUB 

CLICK HERE TO CONTINUE 

Chicago Symphony Orchestra 
Celebrate summer with Librarian Megan and Bas-
soonist Nina Laube at the Chicago Symphony Or-
chestra for an interactive musical story time. Chil-
dren and caregivers will experience the power of 
music as storytelling medium as they move… 
Summer at CPL 

Story TimeBabies: 0 to 18 monthsPreschoolers: 3 
to 5 yearsToddlers: 18 to 36 months 

The-revival.com and social media 

https://blockclubchicago.org/2024/05/20/whats-going-on-with-the-near-south-side-high-school-plan/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2024/05/20/whats-going-on-with-the-near-south-side-high-school-plan/
https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/parks-facilities/tom-ping-memorial-park#:~:text=The%20only%20nearby%20parks%2C%20Hardin,park%20or%20any%20recreational%20area.
https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/parks-facilities/tom-ping-memorial-park#:~:text=The%20only%20nearby%20parks%2C%20Hardin,park%20or%20any%20recreational%20area.
https://blockclubchicago.org/2024/07/05/as-chinatowns-ping-tom-park-turns-25-neighbors-worry-massive-development-could-change-its-identity/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Sunday%20Edition%3A%20Jumping%20Worms%3F%20%F0%9F%AA%B1%20Yeah%2C
https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/v2/events?programs=52ec52e0cb8b1e000000000d
https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/v2/events?types=53f20466e04c1e3b1c00d0af
https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/v2/events?types=53f20466e04c1e3b1c00d0af
https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/v2/events?audiences=53f250153860d1000000000d
https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/v2/events?audiences=53f250153860d1000000000f
https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/v2/events?audiences=53f250153860d1000000000f
https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/v2/events?audiences=53f250153860d1000000000e
http://www.the-revival.com
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As Tent Cities Are Cleared, Unhoused 
Residents Ask Why It Took DNC For 
City To Offer Housing  
“I don’t know why it has to take the Democratic National 
Convention to come here from them to actually do some-
thing for the citizens already here,” a resident of the en-
campment near the Dan Ryan Expressway said.  
by Mack Liederman July 12, 2024  
SOUTH LOOP — Residents of highly visible tent cities 
near the upcoming Democratic National Convention say 
local officials have swiftly cleared their encampments and 
offered them shelter in former hotels through the summer. 
That includes a small strip of land along the Dan Ryan 
Expressway at Roosevelt Road and South Desplaines 
Street, which has been home to unhoused Chicagoans for 
at least four decades.  
The city plans to close and permanently fence off the en-
campment starting Wednesday, Department of Family & 
Support Services spokesperson Brian J. Berg said in a 
statement. 
“The goal is to be proactive and avoid last-minute disrup-
tion  to the living situations of the individuals located at 
this site in anticipation of the DNC,” Berg said. 
On Thursday, the longtime encampment was mostly bar-
ren of its usual array of tents, with single shoes and piles 
of personal items, some covered in mud and footprints, 
left behind. 
They’re Building Tiny Houses To Tackle Homelessness, 
But The City Wants Them To Stop Encampment residents 
told Block Club city outreach workers have been visiting 
in recent weeks to offer them rooms in coveted city-run 
shelters, including the former Tremont Hotel, 100 E. 
Chestnut St. in the Gold Coast, which was bought by the 
city last year and has only 60 beds. 
Those who accept the beds can keep them until Aug. 31, 
Berg said. The convention is Aug. 19-22.  
“Targeted outreach teams have been working with en-
campment residents on collecting the essential docu-
ments, signing up for public benefits, completing housing 
assessments to determine specific housing needs and 
making referrals for other services,” Berg said.  
Brandie Knazze, commissioner of the support services 
department, told the Sun-Times the call to clear camps 
was made, in part, to protect people who could be swiftly 
removed by federal authorities or Secret Service if they’re 
living within the convention’s heavily guarded security 
footprint. 

Some still at the encampment Thursday said they had 
gladly accepted the converted hotel rooms but had come 
back anyway to hang out on the grounds. Some residents 
took the hotel rooms despite turning down shelter offers 
from the city in the past, with many living on the street 
saying the city’s old shelter system provided little relief.  
Others said they had no plans to leave. 
“I’m going to stick it out. This is where I started, where 
people know I’m located … it’s peaceful, to get away from 
the world and walking the street,” said La’Ron, who has  

lived at the encampment 
for about a year. “I don’t 
think it’s right to move peo-
ple out just for a conven-
tion.” 
A woman, known as “Titi” 
by fellow residents of the 
encampment, said she ac-
cepted a hotel room but 
worried others who did not 
may eventually be arrested 
for trespassing. 
“I don’t know why it has to 
take the Democratic Nation-
al Convention to come here 
for them to actually do something for the citizens already 
here,” Titi said. “But I think it is a good thing for them to actu-
ally take the initiative to start giving them housing, because 
people have needed it for years.” 
Morgan McLuckie, CEO of the Orange Tent Project, a local 
nonprofit that provides winterized tents for the unhoused at 
the encampment, said she’s kept in touch with about 20 peo-
ple now at Tremont. She’s following the city’s next moves 
with bated breath. 
In March, McLuckie and others built a tiny house at the front 
of the encampment in an effort to urge the city to provide its 
residents with immediate affordable housing. But the tiny 
house was simply slapped with a notice and ordered torn 
down only a few days later. 

“They said they’re getting people into housing. I can’t be mad 
about that … it just shouldn’t take some big spectacle [DNC] 
for that to happen, ” McLuckie said. “But if they kick everyone 
out at the end of August, with nowhere for them to go after 
that, I’ll have to put up a stink.” 
The tent encampment under the Expressway near Canalport 
Avenue and Ruble Street in Lower West Side on July 11, 2024. 
Credit: Colin Boyle/Block Club Chicago  
At another orange tent encampment at South Canalport Ave-
nue and South Ruble Street near Pilsen, resident Henry said 
city workers have cleared the camp by more than half in the 
past week by offering shelter in converted hotels. 
“They should have made it a little easier transition,” Henry 
said. 
William, a former resident of the encampment by Roosevelt 
Road and South Desplaines Street, said he’ll take the Gold 
Coast hotel room at the Tremont for the summer before he 
heads south.                    
“I don’t see myself living here again,” said William, hanging 
out on the grounds Thursday of the hollowed-out encamp-
ment. “I think it [the encampment] is pretty much over with 
… It’s about time.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A resident who goes by “Titi”  

poses for a portrait at the tent city 

along the Expressway in the 1100 

block of South Desplaines Street 

in Near West Side on July 11, 

2024.  

CLICK HERE TO CONTINUE 

https://blockclubchicago.org/author/mack-liederman/
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/mayor/press_room/press_releases/2023/november/statement-on-selina-hotel-conversion.html
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/mayor/press_room/press_releases/2023/november/statement-on-selina-hotel-conversion.html
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2024-democratic-national-convention/2024/07/11/dnc-homeless-shelter-chicago-democratic-national-convention-tent-city-brandie-knazze
https://blockclubchicago.org/2024/04/09/secret-service-meets-with-south-loop-businesses-about-dncs-security-impact/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2024/04/09/secret-service-meets-with-south-loop-businesses-about-dncs-security-impact/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2024/03/11/tiny-house-pops-up-in-south-loop-tent-city-but-will-the-city-let-it-stand/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2024/03/11/tiny-house-pops-up-in-south-loop-tent-city-but-will-the-city-let-it-stand/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2024/03/14/tiny-house-removed-from-south-loop-tent-city-after-stop-work-notice/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2024/03/14/tiny-house-removed-from-south-loop-tent-city-after-stop-work-notice/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2024/07/12/as-tent-cities-for-unhoused-people-are-cleared-residents-ask-why-it-took-dnc-for-city-to-offer-housing/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Tent%20Cities%20Are%20Being%20Cleared%20%20Why%20Did%20It%20T
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                   Call or Text for more information 312.998.9013  -  www.jamyou2.org 

                                                              info@jamyou2.org 
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South Loop Neighbors Ice Cream Social AND . . . Game Night!  
Photos by Jan Koerber       
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http://chicago.suntimes.com  

The Dearborn                

Express 

This publication is sponsored by the South 
Loop Referral Group, a professional and 
business networking group.  It is our mis-
sion to provide the Printers Row area with 
current news and to promote local busi-
nesses and organizations.  This publica-
tion will be distributed through email to 
individuals who wish to receive it.   If you 
have any questions or would like to con-
tribute information , please email us :     
thedearbornexpress@gmail.com 

Did you know the South 
Loop Neighborhood Watch - 
Police Beat 123 has a          
facebook page?   
We do!...and we encourage you to use it! 

The South Loop Neighborhood Watch –  

Police Beat 123 Facebook Page is a crime 

communication tool intended to enable the 

rapid sharing of crime alerts and crime    

prevention news specifically for Police Beat 

123. This area is the section of the South 

Loop that is bordered by Ida B. Wells on the 

north, Roosevelt Road on the South, the 

Chicago River on the west and Michigan 

Avenue on the east. 

Link to Facebook 

group:                                                            

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/1475398529519963/ 

Please stay engaged!  The safety and        

security of our neighborhood 

is everyone's business! 

Girl, 15, charged in 
string of CTA beatings, 
robberies 
Police say the teen at-
tacked and robbed four 
passengers on CTA bus-
es and trains starting 
Jan. 8. The most recent attack was July 4.  
By  Sun-Times Wire  
  
A 15-year-old girl is accused of attacking and robbing several people 
on public transit over the past few months. 
The girl was arrested Tuesday after she was identified as the person 
who allegedly robbed and battered four people since January on CTA 
buses or trains, Chicago police said.  
The first attack happened Jan. 8 when a 26-year-old woman was ac-
costed in the first block of East Roosevelt Road, police said.  
On May 6, a 23-year-old woman was battered and robbed in the 100 
block of West Cermak Road; four days later, a 34-year-old man was 
battered and robbed in the 1100 block of West Thorndale Avenue.  
The teen was also charged with robbing a man, 30, on July 4 in the 
200 block of West 47th Street.  
The girl was charged with three counts of robbery and three counts of 
aggravated battery. 
 https://chicago.suntimes.com/crime/2024/07/10/girl-15-accused-
beating-robbing-cta-riders-crime-transit-safety-violence-city-hall-
attack 

4 wounded in Douglas shootout 
Around 3:25 a.m. Sunday, a white truck ap-
proached a group of people on the street in 
the 3700 block of South State Street when 
there was an exchange of gunfire, Chicago 
police said. 
Four people were wounded in a shootout July 7, 2024, on the South 
Side. 
Sun-Times file  
Four people were wounded in a shootout early Sunday in Douglas on 
the South Side. 
Around 3:25 a.m., a white truck approached a group of people on the 
street in the 3700 block of South State Street when there was an ex-
change of gunfire, Chicago police said. 
A 41-year-old man was shot in the lower back and in critical condi-
tion, police said. 
A second man, 31, was shot in the abdomen and left hip and was also 
in critical condition, police said. 
A 35-year-old woman, shot in the buttocks, was listed in good condi-
tion, authorities said. 
A third man, 30, was shot in the left thigh and also listed in good 
condition, police said. 
All four were taken to the University of Chicago Medical Center, au-
thorities said. 
No one was in custody. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1475398529519963/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1475398529519963/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/authors/sun-times-wire
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Police Blotter 

Next CAPS Meeting   July 17, 2024 

3pm  Virtual 

 

http://home.chicagopolice.org/ 

caps.001district@chicagopolice.org  

AUTO THEFT 

7/01/2024  9:24pm  1400 S State St 
BURGLARY: Home Invasion in Apt  Beat 131 

6/22/2024  8:40pm  1400 S Wabash 
STRONG ARM ROBBERY, No weapon on sidewalk  
Beat 131 

6/18/2024  10:45pm   1400 S Wabash 
ASSAULT at Apt  Beat 131 

6/25/2024  12:30pm 1300 S Wabash alley 
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT Handgun  Beat 131 

6/26/2024  12:33am  1300 S Michigan Av 

AUTO THEFT  on street   Beat 131 

6/18/2024 3:55 pm   1300 S Michigan Av 

CRIMINAL DMAGE TO SCHOOL  Beat 131 

7/2/2024  11pm  1200 S Michigan Av 

BURGLARY Unlawful entry (no sign of break-in) Bt 131 

6/20/2024  9:12pm  1200 S Michigan Av 

RESTAURANT ARMED ROBBERY, Knife  Beat 131 

6/25/2024 10:35am  1200 S Wabash 

STRONGARM ROBBERY No weapon Food Store Bt 131 

7/02/2024  10:25pm  1100 S Michigan Ave 

BURGLARY Unlawful entry at Restaurant Beat 123 

6/16/2024 6pm  900 S State   
THEFT over $500 on sidewalk  Beat 123 

6/24/2024  2:50am  30 W Polk 
ARMED ROBBERY on Street  Bet 123 

6/21/2024  6:45pm  600 S Clark 
ATTEMPT AUTO THEFT on street  Beat 123 

To Subscribe 
Go to:  Dearbornexpress.net   
click on “contact” 
Or go to:  thedearbornexpress.gmail.com 

6/24/2024 6:30am  1300 S State St 
AUTO THEFT on street  Beat 131 

6/23/2024  10:30pm  60 E 13th 

AUTO THEFT  on street  Beat 131 

6/20/2024  11:48pm  1100 S Wabash Av 

AUTO THEFT  on street  Beat 123 

6/19/2024 7:20pm 700 S Wabash 
AUTO THEFT Non Res Parking lot  Beat 123 

7/1/2024  6:30am  600 s LaSalle  
AUTO THEFT on street  Beat 123 

http://chicago.suntimes.com/ 

Man killed, woman wounded in Near South 
Side shooting 
About 11:15 p.m., the man and woman, 26 and 
25, were walking on the sidewalk in the 100 
block of East 21st Street when a white SUV 
approached and someone inside opened fire, 
Chicago police said. 
By  Sun-Times Wire  
  Jul 7, 2024, 8:21am CDT  
A man was killed and a woman was wounded in a shooting 
July 6, 2024 on the Near South Side.  
Sun-Times file photo 
A man was killed and a woman was wounded in a shooting 
Saturday night on the Near South Side. 
About 11:15 p.m., the man and woman, 26 and 25, were walk-
ing on the sidewalk in the 100 block of East 21st Street when a 
white SUV approached and someone inside opened fire, Chica-
go police said. 
The man was shot multiple times and he taken to Northwestern 
Memorial Hospital where he died, police said. The woman was 
shot in the left leg and taken to the same hospital where she 
was in good condition, officials said. 
No one was in custody. 

Beat 123 –River 
to Michigan Av; 
Ida B. Wells to  
Roosevelt Rd.   

https://chicago.suntimes.com/authors/sun-times-wire
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Real Estate Transactions 

 

Susan Dickman - Koenigrubloff/
Berkshire Hathaway Home         

773-627-8176  

 

Susandickman.com 

 

Sdickman@BHHSChicago.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne Rosen                         

Keller Williams 

312.545.7148 

 

  

Dearborn Street Realty 

Tom Feddor,  

312.203.3841 

tomfeddor@gmail.com 

 

$610,000 
978 S PARK TERRACE 610 
6/12/24 
 
$403,000 
1111 S WABASH AVE 1310 
6/12/24 
 
$327,000 
1515 S PRAIRIE AVE 512 
5/31/24 
 
$475,000 
125 E 13TH ST 1005 
5/28/24 
 
$195,000 
431 S DEARBORN ST 1808 
5/23/24 
 
$248,000 
910 S MICHIGAN AVE 1309 
5/22/24 
 
$250,000 
600 S DEARBORN ST 209 
5/21/24 
 
$360,000 
801 S PLYMOUTH CT 1001 
5/21/24 
 
 
$433,500 
100 E 14TH ST 1203 
5/16/24 
 
$387,000 
41 E 8TH ST 3006 
5/15/24 
 
$600,000 
1236 S FED-
ERAL ST 
5/14/24 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
$1,050,000 
719 S STATE   
5/21/24 

http://Buyarosenhome.kw.com
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520 S State St #1105 
1 bed, 1 bath, 1055 sq ft 
$315,000 
 
 
Kate Stephens 
@properties Christie's   
International Real Estate 
773.472.0200 

100 E 14th St #2709 
2 bed, 2 bath, 1252 sq ft 
$449,000 
 
James Moser 
@properties Christie's 
International Real Estate 
773.213.6287 

1142 S Michigan Ave Ph8 
3 beds/ 3.5 bath   3900 Sq Ft Penthouse 
$1,500,000 
 

Kevin Snow  
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
312.893.3580 

41 E 8th St #3001 
2 bed, 2 bath 
$555,500 
 
John Montgomery 
Urbove Realty 
708.955.0096 

1515 S Prairie Ave #1004 
1 bed, 1.5 bath, 900 sq ft 
$285,000 
 
Stefanie D’Agostino 
Redfin 
312.650.7914 

1201 S Prairie Ave #3105 
2 bed, 2 bath, 1639 sq ft 
$750,000 
 

Nancy Hearon 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices   
312.475.4595 

547 S Clark St #1101 
2 bed, 2 bath, 1407 sq ft 
$440,000 
 
Blake Smith 
Epique Realty Inc 
630.460.7845 
 

1160 S Michigan Av  #1206 
1 bed/ 1 bath  760 Sq Ft 
$284,900 
 
Brett Huelat 
CL# Property Management 
773.290.1826 

1060 S Plymouth Ct #411 White Town-
houses 
4 bed, 2.5 bath 
$609,900 
 

Matthew Engle 
Fulton Grace Realty 
717.658.0899 


