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Back when I was in high school in a far south suburb, [ par-
ticipated in a Memorial Day ceremony as a member of our
high school band. A trombone player friend of mine, Lyle
Hanson was there also. Today I remember him and honor

him for making the ultimate sacrifice in Viet Nam. [ was
against the war but admired those who served for putting
themselves out there for the greater good. I'm not sure
what Lyle thought. He dropped out of college because his
father became ill. His first obligation was to help support
the family. Not having a student deferment, something
many college males coveted, made him vulnerable to the
draft. He was drafted, served his country, and died. He
and many others deserve to be remembered. Maybe too
many to remember all of them. But I'll remember him this
year...and next year, and the year after that.

Memorial Day History

Three years after the Civil War ended, on May 5, 1868, the
head of an organization of Union veterans — the Grand Army
of the Republic (GAR) — established Decoration Day as a
time for the nation to decorate the graves of the war dead
with flowers. Maj. Gen. John A. Logan declared that Decora-
tion Day should be observed on May 30. It is believed that
date was chosen because flowers would be in bloom all over
the country.

A statue of Major General John A Logan is at the end of 9th

Street at Michigan Avenue.
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Vibraphonist Jalen Bake

Thurs., June 3, ... 8pm and 10pm
Friday, June 4,, ............... 8pm and 10pm
Saturday, June 5,........... 8pm and 10pm
Sunday, June 6, ................ 4pm and 8pm

Trumpeter Corey Wilkes Dearborn Station

Thurs., June 10, ............... 8pm and 10pm 312.360.0234

Friday, June 11, ................ 8pm and 10pm 806 S. Plymouth Court

Saturday, June 12,........... 8pm and 10pm

Sunday, June 13................ 4pm and 8pm CHICAGO, 60605
Jazzshowcase.com

Welcome to Jazz Showcase where
Jazz lives in Chicago since 1947. Our
exclusive 170 seat venue features the

Saxophonist Rajiv Halim

Thurs., June 17 .......u..... 8pm and 10pm best Jazz acts you’ll find anywhere in
the Chicago area. Tickets are now
Friday, June 18, ................ 8pm and 10pm | RRIE RS K forget to sign
Saturday, June 19,........... 8pm and 10pm |44 for our e-mail newsletter so you
don’t miss out on our upcoming
Sunday, June 20.......cccuevee 4pm and 8pm | BN

Best Indian and Nepali food
at Curry house

Our recipes are simple, natural, low
fat, and authentic. Prepared from
the freshest chicken, lamb, seafood,

and vegetables.

10% Off total bill when

755 S. Clark St.
—

www.halfsourchicago.com
©@halfsourchicago
*Mention The Dearborn Express
for a neighborhood discount

mentioning this ad.
/‘% A * D: E:‘ ‘1, ,7 Indian
Where Goodness can be found! : : N a?\ 3 N
M::\ \4 o '\ . h\ (“
Light dishes, coffee and pastries S Yata g Nepalese
PAVAW N \— Cuisine
15 S Dearborn St
715 899 S. Plymouth Court
12.756.8
3127558977 312.362.9999

thegrailcafe.com
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SOUth LOOp Nelg h bO I"S South Loop Neighbors is a non-profit membership

based organization dedicated to enhancing the quality of life in South Loop's neighborhoods and
preserving the area's landmark districts.

South Loop Neighbors represents South Loop residents who are concerned about:

(] Ensuring high-quality, reasonably-sized real estate development as well as infrastructure
improvements that respect the unique character of our community

[1 Preserving and protecting the area's Landmark Districts, including Printing House Row and
Historic Michigan Boulevard

1 Promoting quality education, recreation, services, retail, community activities, and events

[1 Maintaining a socially, culturally, and economically diverse neighborhood

[1 Developing strong relationships with key city officials to ensure they respect, hear, and act on the
concerns and ideas of the South Loop community. South Loop Neighbors serves members and resi-
dents within the area bounded by Congress Parkway to approximately 25th Street and from the

Chicago River to Lake Michigan. Www.SouthIoogneighbors.org

South Loop Neighbors South Loop Development Roundup

Jim Wales- President A reminder: Our Sept. 16 online meeting covered the develop-
ment and planning issues active in the neighborhood. If you
weren't able to attend, you can view the entire presentation on
YouTube.

Benjamin Cottrell- Vice Pres.
Dorothy Miaso- Treasurer
Rob Degnan- Secretary

Dennis McClendon- Director The latest on all South Loop projects can always be found at
of Planning and Development southloopupdate.com

Roger Marsh- director
Christine Hunt- director ?ii i

Dennis McClendon

Greg Borzo, Lana Reese and Direct £ Planni d Devel .
Jeremy Campbell have joined Irector of Flanning and Levelopmen

the Board.
‘1\ V4
. //
\\ /
899 5. Plymouth Ct.
4 ) 9 y ruqtﬁristine M. Hunt, p.C.
If it ain't broke, don't fix it, We’ll take what you've got, A, R
add what you want & make it great Pary Taw
Estate Planning
Business Formation
Jagi@JagiGreenlnteriors.com 899 S. Plymouth Ct. . 312-583-0847
Suite G 10 ChristineHuntJD@gmail.
,él:i:;go. Illinois 60605 wwwal-lunti.lwch:ugo x
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The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the

contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or
South Loop Referral Group.

Retired in Chicago

- Resumed activities fall short:
bad luck or a bad omen?

By Marianne Goss, May 17, 2021

During the pandemic, my friend Sandie and I have played
Scrabble online twice a week, double the amount we used
to play in person, and my book group has met via Zoom.
The activity that I missed is Chicago Greeter, where I'd
logged almost 1,000 hours giving tours to out-of-towners.

Chicago Greeter resumed operation in March. Once I was
fully vaccinated, I signed up for a half-dozen tours.

The first two were canceled by the visitors the night be-
fore with no explanation.

The next was with a freelance travel writer whom I looked
forward to taking around my own neighborhood, the
South Loop. Heavy rain caused the visitor to call off the
tour a third of the way through.

Next up was a woman who requested a tour of outdoor
sculptures in the Loop. We were doing fine until she asked
whether I go to church, what church, what religion I'd
been raised in, and whether I had “a personal relationship
with the Lord.” Unprepared and startled, I responded
more bluntly than an ambassador for the city should: “I
don’t want to talk about it.”

The next week, two mother-daughter pairs asked to go to
the Asian enclave on Argyle Street. [ neglected to antici-
pate how time with them would be lessened by meeting at
the Argyle Red Line station instead of traveling together
from the Chicago Cultural Center (not yet reopened) as
usual. When the tour ended after just an hour, I felt I'd
shortchanged them.

The sixth tour was to be of the Loop for a first-time visitor.
A couple of hours before we were to meet, the woman
texted that she’d fallen down stairs and, although no
bones were broken, thought she should stay off her feet
the rest of the day. Of course she deserved more sympathy
than I did, but I was disappointed.

Of six tours on the calendar, half didn’t happen, and the
other three fell short. I can’t remember such a string of
disappointment in 13 years volunteering with Chicago
Greeter. | wondered whether these first postvaccine tours
were a bad omen, foretelling that life after reentry would
be something of a letdown.

After 14 months of self-denial, the excitement to return to
once-loved activities is so high that we could set ourselves
up for disappointment. On the other hand, maybe we're so
eager to go somewhere other than the grocery store that
most any excursion is going to be a lift.

Having six disappointing Greeter appointments in a row
was just bad luck. Chicago Greeter is not normally a source
of dissatisfaction, annoyance, and self-criticism. Probably
95 percent of my tours are satisfying. Tours have been
canceled on me at the last minute before, and there have
been guests (thankfully, very few) who I found less than
great companions. “Oh, well,” was my typical reaction in
the past.

Tamping down high expectations is a good policy, but the
pendulum needn’t swing to the other extreme. Not expect-
ing anything in particular might be best. When life returns
to normal, it will be life: sometimes good, sometimes not
so good, and usually somewhere in between. With re-
strictions lifted, there will be other outings to come. I'm
checking the Greeter calendar to sign up for more tours.
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NEW MASK GUIDANCE ALSO FALLS SHORT

[ was happy to shed a mask outdoors after the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention gave us fully vaccinated
folks permission, but [ agree with comments that the ab-
rupt change of advice is ill considered.

As we were advised, in most outdoor and indoor situations
the fully vaccinated can forgo masks, but the CDC says that
the unvaccinated should not. Since the ranks of the unvac-
cinated contain those who downplayed the seriousness of
COVID, opposed mask mandates, and don’t intend to be
vaccinated, why should they be expected to voluntarily
don masks now?

I'm not worried about myself. | trust the science that says
I’'m safe. I'm concerned about those the unvaccinated non-
mask wears put at risk, who include themselves.

THE DEARBORN EXPRESS

We welcome letters to the editor.

This publication is sponsored by the South Loop Referral
Group, a professional and business networking group. Itis
our mission to provide the Printers Row area with current
news and to promote local businesses and organizations.
This publication will be distributed through email to individ-
uals who wish to receive it. If you have any questions or
would like to contribute information, please email us :
thedearbornexpress@gmail.com

Dearbornexpress.net/




OPINION

Mondays with Mike:

by mknezo2014 | May 17, 2021

Around the world in
a kitchen

During our Covid year, I never got hooked on or
binged any Netflix or other streaming shows. I did,
however, binge watch cooking shows. Our PBS station,
WTTW, stacks them pretty much all day long on Satur-
days.

There’s America’s Test Kitchen, which, in addition to
recipes and techniques, also does a segment evaluat-
ing cooking tools and ingredients From the best mix-
ers to the best mayonnaise, it’s kind of cook’s Consum-
er Reports. Then there’s Cook’s Country. And Simply
Ming. It’s kind of a meditation to me. The pace, watch-
ing the process, even the predictable “Oh my God that’s
good” reaction after each dish is tasted is kind of
soothing. (But just once I want someone to say “That’s
just awful.”

You can stream the segment on Lesvos, which in-
cludes the heroic fisherman, by clicking here.

Several other Saturday shows are a sort of flavor of
Anthony Bourdain’s stuff. They focus on a national
cuisine, and they mix travel and cuisine with national
and cultural history. And you learn about a lot more
than cooking.

Lidia Bastianich hosts Lidia’s Kitchen, which focuses
on Italian cuisine, culture and customs. Lidia reminds
me so much of my Italian-born grandmother it hurts.
On Milk Street, the hosts travel and bring home reci-
pes from around the world. Pati’s Mexican Table ex-
plores ... Mexico, so does Rick Bayless’ Mexico, One
Plate at A Time. On My Greek Kitchen, Diane Kocilis
travels all around Greece exploring history, culture,
and food. And there’s one for Poland, another for
Scandinavia.

Some of these shows have pivoted to filming in the
home kitchens of the hosts, but it’s largely been re-
runs over the past year. That’s fine with me. [ didn’t
start watching until lockdown, so it’s all new to me.
During last Saturday’s My Greek Kitchen, host Kocilis
visited with fisherman/chef Stratis Valiamos on the
Greek Island of Lesvos. Remember the Mediterranean

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the

contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or
South Loop Referral Group.
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refugee crisis from 20167 Well, Stratis Valiamos was
one of the good souls who used his fishing boat to res-
cue countless refugees, many of them who couldn’t
swim. His description of those times were heartbreak-
ing (his Greek was translated to subtitles.) He said that
on more than one occasion, refugees threw their ba-
bies onto his boat—to be sure they made it on before it
was filled to capacity.

Who knows how many lives he saved. And he was
nominated for a Nobel Prize for his efforts.

Check out this interview. Totally humble and compas-
sionate. And he can cook.

That’s one cool dude.

MOST RECENT CLICK HERE
EPISODES []N[Em]

| Would Prefer Not To may 26, 201

We live in a time of sensory overload and overwhelm.
A global pandemic, an ongoing climate catastrophe,
and online discourse run amok. And a sense that we
are powerless to do anything about any of it. In re-
sponse, artist and writer Jenny Odell has a curious
prescription: do nothing. In her 2019 book How to Do
Nothing: Resisting the Attention Economy, Odell advo-
cates for occupying a space of "critical refusal": re-
jecting the terms of engagement as they're handed
down to us and removing ourselves from the clamor
and undue influence of public opinion. With lessons
from ecology, art, history and beyond, Odell tells
Brooke about her own journey toward more context
and contemplation, and offers listeners an alternative
way to think and be in relation to an overstimulating
world.
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Friday, May 21, 2021
Chicago Duplicate
Bridge Moving
Into Dearborn
Station

Not going to lie -
don't know much
about bridge, but

looks like there is a new club coming to Dearborn Sta-
tion:

Chicago’s largest duplicate bridge club, Chicago Dupli-
cate Bridge, is moving into Dearborn Station in the South
Loop, in July. CDB was located on the near north side,
until COVID caused it to close in March of 2020. The club
holds afternoon games 7 days a week and evening
games Tuesdays and Thursdays. Lessons for beginners
and various levels of experienced players are also of-
fered. The club should bring hundreds of people into the
South Loop every week. CDB is taking over the space
formerly occupied by the yarn store in Dearborn Station.

We're sure the businesses in the area like the sound of
hundreds of people coming to the neighborhood every
week.

As areminder, Yarnify moved to 633 S. Plymouth ct last
year. With that a prime retail spot opened in Dearborn

Station that faces Polk.

If you're a bridge player or curious about Chicago Dupli-
cate Bridge you can check their webpage here.

http://www.sloopin.com/

PHYSICAL THERAPY

At IMPACT, we treat patients from start to finish with
a wide range of physical therapy and athletic
recovery services. Our model is comprehensive care
designed to heal and strengthen our patients by
enhancing recovery, preventing injuries, and
improving performance.

113.680.5502
d

CANDJCOLLECTIONS.COM

SOUTH LOOP CLINIC
1103 S. State St. Ste 300
Chicago, IL 60605
312-877-5101

ImpactPhysicalTherapy.com ChicagoRecoveryRoom.com

(&) COLLECTIONS

CONSIGNMENT. CURATED. CHIC. o dule

; Community

YARD
SALE

Sat., June 5,9:00 am to 3 pm
Location: Dearborn Park

South Loop Neighbors Annual YARD SALE next Saturday
June 5th from 9A-3P in Dearborn Park (9TH & Plymouth)

Buy, sell, or browse! To reserve your spot, email: HERE or
you can reserve a spot on our website HERE

SLN will have a table at the Yard Sale and will accept do-
nations that morning. SLN will sell donated items as a
fundraiser and any unsold items will be donated to a non-
profit thrift store (not returned to donor)
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1945 S HALSTED SUITE #302
CANDJCOLLECTIONSCHICAGO@GMAIL.COM
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Tove Ditlevsen, The Copenhagen Trilogy
(1969, trans by Tijna Nunnally and Michael
Favala Goldman, Farrar, Strauss and Giroux

Before I read The Copenhagen Trilogy, I knew very little
about Denmark. My mother told me that mermaids come
from there. My daughter told me that it has the largest
sperm bank in the world. My grandmother told me that’s
where her father abandoned his wife and children. So, I
didn’t know anything about Tove Ditlevsen, who wrote
over 30 books of poetry, short stories, novels, memoirs,
essays, radio shows and a weekly advice column— from
age 18 until a few months before intentionally overdosing
on drugs at 58. Her acclaimed memoir, newly translated
in 2021, is a masterpiece of remembering. Despite being
shaken, disconcerted and depressed by The Trilogy, |
couldn’t put it down. May is “Mental Health Awareness
Month,” and Ditlevsen’s darkly honest memoir makes us
disturbingly aware. When I read: “Childhood is long and
narrow like a coffin, and you can't get out of it on your
own,” | was hooked on the book the way Ditlevsen de-
scribed her addiction to “Demerol...The name sounds like
birdsong. I decide never to let go of [something that] can
give me such an indescribable, blissful feeling.” Ditlevsen
came by her depression honestly: her maternal grand
father “drank a whole bottle of schnapps every day,”
Ditlevsen’s mother tells six-year-old Tove “and in spite of
everything, things were a lot better for us when he finally

DISCOVER YOUR UNTAPPED POTENTIAL...

JUST BE... takes you on a
journey of self-discovery where
you come back home to yourself
and find everything you thought
you needed you already have.

JUST BE..

Reflection of an awakening
and discovering the path to Being

Begin your journey,
order your copy Today!

N iCTOR ELLIOT POWELLS
Author & Possibility Facilitator
VICTOR ELLIOT POWELL
info@justbeing2.com

AVAILABLE AT SANDMEYER'S BOOKSTORE

To place your order, visit:
www.justbeing2.com

Available now from

BALBOA

WWW.Amazon.com
www.bamesandnoble.com

pulled himself together and hanged himself.” Her sur-
roundings are bleak; she suffers from rickets and diph-
theria; she calls herself ugly, stupid, and coldly oppor-
tunistic. Her father loses his job shoveling coal and her
brother hacks all day from the paint fumes he inhales as
a young apprentice. Her mother is mercurial, unhappy,
and violent. Her neighbors are drunks and sex-workers
or serve in the Salvation Army. It's always cold, and fre-
quently damp and dark. She’s exposed to rapists and
perverts, witnesses murders and learns that “death is
not a gentle falling asleep as I once believed. It's brutal,
hideous and foul-smelling.” Yet, Tove calls childhood the
best part of her life. Literary fame, lost love and devas-
tation follow. She rues an unwanted pregnancy: Men
“don't have any tender, soft organs where a blob of
slime can attach itself like a tumor and completely inde-
pendent of their volition, start living its own life.” Writ-
ing, she knew from an early age, was her vocation and
her protection, which drove her, “unwillingly, from
those I should be closest to.” Like other artists, she de-
voured and dissected herself, her family, her friends and
lovers to tell us their stories. We ought not waste that
abuse: Get her books.
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Dearborn Park May 30, 2021
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Welcome to

Sandmeyer's Bookstore!

Independent. Local. Family-owned.
From the moment you walk into Sandmey-

er's Bookstore, you can tell the difference.

Sandmeyer's

- 48 Bookstore has served
41 Chicago's South Loop
¥ since 1982, providing
" quality new books and
&r unbeatable service. A

.| true mom-and-pop
1 shop, Sandmeyer's
' Bookstore has been
) family-owned and op-
erated since the be-
. ginning.
-4 Come browse our
' extensive collection of
* new releases, travel
' 4 guides and children's
* books. Whether it's a
fresh copy of an old
'y, favorite or the latest
W bestseller, you're al-
- ways going to find
something good at
Sandmeyer's

Nicholas A. Basbanes,

NICHOLAS A. P .
Cross of Snow: A Life of
B S BANES Henry Wadsworth

i3 ) o Longfellow”

Nicholas A. Basbane discusses his
new book Cross of Snow: A Life of
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. This
is a major literary biography of
America’s best-loved nineteenth-
century poet, the first in more than
fifty years, and a much-needed re-
assessment for the twenty-first century of a writer whose stature
and celebrity were unparalleled in his time, whose work helped to
explain America’s new world not only to Americans but to Europe
and beyond. Order your copy of Cross of Snow from our
bookselling partner Seminary Co-op Bookstores. This program will

be hosted online via Zoom, register for the program here.

June 3
6:30 pm CDT

American Writers Museum
180 N. Michigan Ave, 2nd Floor

Chicago, IL 60601

https://americanwritersmuseum.org/

NN

AMERICAN
WRITERS

MUSEUM

A new novel by R

focal author, - §  ryr o) FEPING BEARS
Paul Weisel o L EELANAU COUNTY

(paulwcisel.com)

>

Asecret clan of bear-people have inhabited the
~ peninsula for millennia. Their story is the true legend.

In a remote corner of | PAUL WCISEL

northern Michigan,
the residents of Lee-
lanau County have a
secret society that
has been living on
the peninsula for
thousands of years.
They are the bear-
transforming de-
scendants of tribes
who crossed Lake
Michigan millennia
ago to escape the destruction of their clan.
One evening, a traveler has a chance encounter with a spir-
it bear and discovers he has a hidden history of his own. In
the months that follow, he becomes deeply involved with
the Sleeping Bear Clan and —depending on your point of
view —a murder.
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Safe & Sound Blog

by Beth Finke

Summer Break, Saturdays
with Seniors and Story 52321
http://Bethfinke.com/blog \

Starting tomorrow, May 24, all three of the memoir-writing
classes I lead will be on summer break. What fun to think of
these fully-vaccinated writers visiting and hugging their
grandchildren, attending outdoor concerts, visiting muse-
ums, meeting friends for coffee, heading to beaches faraway...
or beaches right here on Lake Michigan. If there’s one thing
we've all learned in the past year-and-a-half, it's how to
adapt to change! With all of them taking advantage of these
new pre-post-pandemic times, I'm giving our Saturdays with
Seniors feature a summer break as well.

One change here | was sorry to hear about is the decision by
StoryCorps to permanently close the StoryBooth that'd been
located here at the Chicago Cultural Center for years. Here’s
an excerpt from a letter they sent me to break the news:

Dear Beth,

We're writing to share that after eight years at the Chicago
Cultural Center, this September we will be ceasing opera-
tions at the Chicago StoryBooth.

Since we first opened in 2013, StoryCorps Chicago has rec-
orded and preserved more than 4,000 facilitated interviews,
including yours.

We are grateful to the Chicago Cultural Center and DCASE; to
our Chicago-based funders; to WBEZ, our local station part-
ner, and producer Bill Healy; to the many organizations
we’ve partnered with which have enabled us to preserve so
many voices of Chicago; and of course, to the Chicago partici-
pants like you who have shared their stories with us..

With gratitude,
The StoryCorps Chicago Team

In the eight years that StoryCorps was located here in Chica-

go, three interviews I recorded in the StoryBooth aired on

Chicago Public Radio. Two were conversations with writers

who were in the memoir-writing classes I lead:

In 2017 I interviewed Giovanna Breu. a retired journalist
who had a long career with Life, Giovanna had covered

the funeral and burial of President John F. Kennedy for
the magazine in 1962.

In 2019, StoryCorps recorded a conversation I had with Wan-

da Bridgeforth. Among many other things Wanda talked
about during that interview, she outlined the boundaries she
grew up with on Chicago’s South Side. "When I was a kid, if
you crossed east on Cottage Grove Avenue, a policeman
would come out of nowhere, ask where you were going and
escort you right back across the street.”

That's Wanda Bridgeforth and me after recording our
StoryCorps conversation. The two of us are always hap-
py to be together, can you tell? Photo courtesy

And then in 2019, when StoryCorps) contacted my friend
Nancy Faust, the renowned retired White Sox baseball or-
ganist to see if she’d be willing to let them record a con-
versation with her in the Chicago StoryCorps booth, Nancy
agreed “as long as Beth Finke is the one who interviews
me.” What fun that interview was, and what an honor to
be the interviewer Nancy Faust insisted on!

Earlier this month I received more news from StoryCorps
Chicago: they will soon be featuring my conversations
with Wanda Bridgeforth and with Nancy Faust in two sep-
arate posts on their StoryCorps blog.

But still, ['m sorry to see our StoryCorps Chicago booth go,
it was a privilege to be part of these conversations and to
hear other fabulous Chicago interviews on WBEZ all these
years. My appreciation goes out to Amy Tardif, Regional
Manager of the Chicago StoryBooth for listening, to Bill
Healy, the talented producer and great guy who put to-
gether the StoryCorps conversations that aired on WBEZ
and to the entire StoryCorps Chicago team. Thanks for the
memories!

Want to stay connected and celebrate StoryCorps Chicago
over the summer? A limited number of public appointments
are available at Chicago’s StoryBooth now through June 30.
I highly recommend it! It's easy to make a reservation
online or over the phone by calling 1-800-850-4406.

Beth Finke’s books: “Safe
and Sound” , “Long Time No
See” and “Writing Out
Loud” can be purchased at
Sandmeyer’s Book Store.

Writing Out Loud



https://bethfinke.com/blog/2021/04/09/is-it-safe-to-cross/
https://bethfinke.com/blog/2017/11/24/the-story-behind-our-storycorps-interview/
https://bethfinke.com/blog/2019/11/27/how-storycorps-and-the-greatest-generation-helps-us-get-better/
https://bethfinke.com/blog/2019/11/27/how-storycorps-and-the-greatest-generation-helps-us-get-better/
https://bethfinke.com/blog/2018/09/28/guess-who-interviewed-a-celebrity-last-week/
https://bethfinke.com/blog/2018/09/28/guess-who-interviewed-a-celebrity-last-week/
https://bethfinke.com/blog/2018/09/28/guess-who-interviewed-a-celebrity-last-week/
https://storycorps.org/chicago-storybooth-closing-in-2021/

36th Annual

PRINTERS ROW

Save the date: 2021 Printers Row Lit Fest
is set for September 11 & 12. We urge
you to support Chicago's independent
bookstores and check this space for up-

dates on the 2021 Lit Fest.

https://printersrowlitfest.org/

Presented by:
Near South
Planning Board

Jim Wales, ABR, e-Pro
Baird & Warner
South Loop Office
847-815-9459
Jim.wales@bairdwarner.com

BOW

BAIRD & WARNER

Specializing In Printer’s Row Properties
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PRINTER'S ROW ART FEST
AUGUST 7 &8, 2021

More than 70 ]urled
Row neighborhood!
About this event

inclusive community.

The festival showcase

artists will be showcasmg their work

in a variety of different mediums in Chicago's Printer's

Be part of a new cool vibe art festival, Printer’s Row Art Fest,
in Chicago’s up and coming South Loop, a vibrant, diverse and

Just one block from famous Michigan

Avenue and a short walk to the world famous Art Institute,
this festival will be the place to be.

s the beauty, creativity and culture of

the area. Held on Dearborn Street from Polk to Harrison, the
Printer’s Row Art Fest will be a buying opportunity for art
lovers of all ages. There will be art from all price points by
painters, street artists, jewelers, up-cycling artists, artisans of
all kinds, photographers, and mixed media artists. Area res-
taurants and bars will be on hand to serve up their Chicago
specialties. Live music will add to the atmosphere.

Click Here for More Info & to Preview the Art!

By reserving for a tim

scribe from our email

www.roiholisticfitness.com

“RO0TS

@»” OF INTEGRITY
Holistic Fitness & Wellness

PILATES /Y0GA/ GYROTONIC ®
HOLISTIC LIFESTYLE COACHING

Roots of Integrity, Holistic Fitness offers Pilates, Yoga,
and GYROTONIC® training for individuals of all ages
and ability levels. Our mission is to find the best holistic
fitness program for your needs and interests to help you
achieve overall well-being.

1006 S Michigan Ave. Suite 600 Chicago 60605
info@roiholisticfitness.com | 312.818.1191

GYRITENC, GYRTTONC EXPARSON SESTEAR nd CYMNINESE" & Logo e ot badernarks f v Sabes inp ek e o] wilh s prsrison

e slot, you are allowing Amdur Produc-

tions to contact you about future events. You may unsub-
list at any time.

ATHLETICO

PHYSICAL THERAPY

LIVE PAIN FREE

Request your free injury screen’
and get back to doing the
things you love.

ow
Athletico Printers Row

557 S. State St.
312-361-0261
athletico.com/PrintersRow

*Per federal guidelines, beneficiaries of federal funded plans
are not eligible for free injury screens.


https://amdurproductions.com/event/2021-printers-row-art-fest/

Is Alderman Standing In Way Of Mud-
dy Waters Museum?

Ald. Sophia King continues to create obstacles for the Muddy
Waters MOJO Museum, the museum says in a release, as well
as Waters’ great-granddaughter Chandra Cooper. The Mud-
dy Waters home was on its way to a landmark nomination at
the June 3 Commission on Chicago Landmarks meeting, but
that decision was “disrupted” by Ald. King, who insisted that
the home be pulled from the agenda. The National Trust for
Historic Preservation awarded the MOJO Museum a $50,000
grant from its African American Cultural Heritage Action
Fund and a nonprofit was formed to oversee development
and operations. The group reports no difficult contractors,
rising costs, or even complications because of the pandemic.
“I'm calling on everyone around the world who has been in-
fluenced by my great-grandfather Muddy Waters to help us
put a stop to this unfounded interference coming from Ald.
King’s office,” Cooper says now. “My great-grandfather loved
the city of Chicago, the culture and its people. This great city
inspired his music and helped him to [affect] the world with
his talent. He would be very proud of what we have accom-
plished and what we are working to do in his honor.”
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ART
Matthew Hoffman Says “You Got This”
In South Loop

Matthew Hoffman (Newcity Design 50 Hall of Fame), best

known as “custodian” of the ubiquitous “You Are Beautiful”
sentiment, completes a permanent piece: “What an incredi-
bly beautiful day to finish this permanent installation at
Roosevelt Collection Shops in the South Loop. It gives me
hope that better weather & better days are ahead!” Hoffman
posts on Instagram, along with an image of the twice-
human-sized words, “You Got This” styled as handwriting in
white against the grass and landscape and sky. The mes-
sage, Hoffman says, “helps celebrate Mental Health Aware-
ness Month.”
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17 N. State Street.

N EWG T Y reveitvcom

In Chicago Cooks:
45 Perfect Recipes
for the Passionate
Palate, the basics
are covered for any
kind of meal.

Not every food category
is included here, but the
ones we have chosen
represent a foundation
any cook will need to
provide for a family or
to entertain brilliantly.
We hope you will trust
us and try these recipes
so that you can experi-
ence food made with care and passion, food that stimulates
your palate, and inspires you to share each recipe with
those you love.

The two authors are long-time residents of Chicago. Re-
turning to Chicago after 40 years in California as a jazz
producer and recording engineer, Jonathan Horwich has
continued pursuing his passion for music and high quality
sound. Carol Montag grew up in St. Louis, MO and came to
Chicago to attend The University of Chicago and never left.
She has been an educator for 52 years as a classroom
teacher, school administrator, and educational coach.

https://www.chicagocooks.net/
Available at Sandmeyer’s and Amazon.

45 PERFECT Recipes for the PASSIONATE Palate



https://newcity.com/
https://design.newcity.com/2020/02/27/design-50-2020-who-shapes-chicago/
https://design.newcity.com/2020/02/27/design-50-2020-who-shapes-chicago/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CO2iSl1hyTx/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CO2iSl1hyTx/

OPINION

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the
contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or South
Loop Referral Group.

Lori Lightfoot, take a page out of your predecessor Jane Byrne's political playbook and
move to where the bullets are flying

Last weekend: 55 shootings. 11 dead. That was the score the week-
end before this Memorial Day weekend.

Few pay any attention. It’s just a number happening somewhere else.
Unless a bullet goes though your window. Or though a loved one’s
heart. Or....

Lori Lightfoot, you must do something. And I have an idea.

You can take a page out of your only female predecessor’s political
playbook: While you can’t move to an apartment in Cabrini-Green
because they’re gone, you can move to some other place where the
bullets are flying. Like fighting Jane did. Temporarily.

I have just the place for you. My good friend has a beautifully reno-
vated apartment for rent on the first floor of a two-flat that she bought
in Englewood—and she lives upstairs. Her tenants are leaving. Too
dangerous to stay, they say. Because their son was riding his bike a
fraction of an inch and a fraction of a second from where bullets flew
and a murder took place. His father did take a bullet, though. He
lived. He was not the intended target—but he was shot in the hand by
a stray.

Jane Byrne calmed things down when she moved into Cabrini in the
Spring of 1981, where there’d been 37 shootings and 11 murders over
a three month period. Because she was there and the residents knew
she meant business. I know because I was with her on a daily basis
back then. I was working as a new reporter for the famous City News
Bureau of Chicago—where every reporter worth his/her salt worked a
stint to learn how to be the best.

And they assigned me to the morning Cabrini/Jane beat while she
lived there. I had to be there early in the day when she came out in
one piece (that was news) and I had to ask her a few questions to
make sure there wasn’t a bullet she was hiding anywhere on her per-
son. Like, how’d ya sleep, mayor? Or, how was your breakfast? Or,
what’d you make for your husband Jay for dinner last night?

One morning, the limo waiting for her at Cabrini was scheduled to
take her to O’Hare Airport where she and Jay were taking a plane to
New York for a wedding. The union of Hugh Carey, Governor of
New York and Evangeline Gouletas, semi-sleazy Chicago real estate
developer. (The scoop was that he needed her money for his third
campaign for governor of New York, which never came about. And
they divorced a few years later.)

“Mayor, what are you giving them for a wedding present?” I asked.
“Oh!* she demurred. “We’re going to wait till we get there and check
where she’s registered and then decide.”

Seemed reasonable to me—and I loved the girl talk.

My future husband—we wouldn’t be married until the summer of
1982—the late esteemed journalist Paul McGrath had left the profes-
sion and was Jane’s personal political advisor at that time.

He had been Deputy Mayor briefly after she was elected in 1979, as
he’d advised her right into office. And she felt she owed him. And she
didn’t want to lose his wisdom and instincts, which were considerable.

Later in 1979, though, he decided politics really wasn’t for him and
he took a job at Chicago Magazine as their political columnist. Late
in 1980, Jane begged him to come back to work for her personally,
not in City Hall. And to entice him, she gave him three years of salary
in advance that was intended to last through the election of 1983. He
said yes (I didn’t think it was a good idea at all to leave Chicago mag-
azine) and moved into an office and furnished it nicely—all at Jane’s
expense.

We were both right. It was a terrible idea. In a very short time, he
and Jane didn’t see eye to eye, and a few months into 1981, he quit.
But he got to keep the the money because he shrewdly foresaw what
could happen.

One day Eddie Vrodolyak called and asked if he could take over
Paul’s vacated office.

The irony overtook us.

This was exactly what Paul couldn’t stand. Jane having anything to
do with aldermen like Eddie Vrodolyak and Eddie Burke—and that’s
what basically caused the rift. She got there fighting against them
and he felt she should continue to fight against them.

He’d insisted on those contractual terms with her (having all the
money in advance) because he knew he wouldn’t like being back if
the Eddies were hanging out around her.

I seem to remember Paul advising Jane to make the move to
Cabrini. However, at the moment it all happened, Paul and I were in
the middle of a big breakup and we weren’t communicating—so [
never had a conversation with him about it in real time.

I recently asked my step-daughter if she remembered if he thought
of the idea. Who else? She couldn’t remember either. But she did say
sneeringly, “T hope not.” Which surprised me. It was a headline grab-
bing moment. Yes, full of show. But it seemed to calm things down.
It was bravado. Which was a good thing.

Shortly after Jane left Cabrini Green and I was off that beat, in the
late Spring, of 1981, I began working nights. Paul and I were still in
the middle of our several weeks-long break-up. And one Wednesday
afternoon I decided to see the play, “Evita” at the Schubert Theater
because the matinee was playing just a few blocks from the City
New Bureau office where I picked up my assignments for the even-
ing shift, before heading to police headquarters at 11th and State.
And the timing was perfect.

For some reason, all during the play, I kept thinking about Paul. I
missed him. And afterwards, I kept singing “Don’t cry for me, Ar-
gentina” in my head as I made my way through the Loop to check in
before heading over to police headquarters. I kept hoping I’d see
Paul on the street. The office Jane had him ensconced in was at
Wells and Lake. City News was at Wells and Randolph.

As the music went through my head louder and louder, making me
more and more emotional and drama-queen-like, I kept thinking
about what a mistake this breakup was. And suddenly, there he
stood. Right smack in front of me at Madison and LaSalle.

I stood there excited and stunned. And he said, “I saw a lot of you on
TV on the morning news when you were out there every day talking
to Jane. And I liked seeing you.”

I knew him so well and I knew as he said that, that he missed me,
too. But neither of us admitted it. At that moment. Instead, we said
goodbye. And we went in opposite directions. But I knew it wasn’t over.

When I got to 11th and State and entered the 7th floor press room—
with some of the legends of the journalism world at the time, the now
all deceased Henry Wood; and Phil Wattley, who had just finishing
his day shift and was walking out the door, both from the Tribune;
and Tom Seibel from the Suntimes, a little “schicker” as my grand-
mother used to say (drunk). The first of a night’s worth of cigarette
smoke was creating the first cigarette haze of the night.

One of the many phones on my desk was ringing. It was the personal
phone that was installed for us City News reporters to use for our
personal conversations, if need be. All the other myriad phones on all
of our desks had special purposes and were for various kinds of con-
versations: police business, the medical examiner cases, fires, certain
kinds of crimes, phones that connected us to our respective news
rooms and phones that related in some ways to sources for certain
police stories. You kad to use the right phone for the right story.

But the personal phone was ringing and I wondered if, and hoped
and prayed that it was Paul. I picked it up and it was him. Click on
the link below for the rest of the story.

Bonnie McGrath

Visit my blog: www.chicagonow.com/
mom-think-poignant/



https://www.britannica.com/topic/Cabrini-Green
https://interactive.wttw.com/southside/far-southwest/englewood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jane_Byrne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_News_Bureau_of_Chicago
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_News_Bureau_of_Chicago
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugh_Carey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugh_Carey
https://chicago.cbslocal.com/2012/07/23/chicago-journalist-former-deputy-mayor-paul-mcgrath-dies/
https://abc7chicago.com/ed-vrdolyak-alderman-tax-evasion-law/8501489/
https://www.illinoispolicy.org/feds-call-chicago-ald-ed-burke-thoroughly-corrupt/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evita_(musical)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KD_1Z8iUDho
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KD_1Z8iUDho

All of South Loop Elementary Families and our
Donation Drive Challenge donors are invited to cele-
brate together at an End Of Year Dance-A-Thon with
our favorite South Loop DJ/MC, D] Vince Adams.
Special guest appearances by admin & staff. If any
class raised over $3,500 you will see Ms. Shelton and
Mr. Rhodes dance the TikTok dance of your choice,
sos get those donations rolling!

Swag bags available for pick-up for any donations
over $25.

SOUTH LOOP

POSITIVE. RESPECTFUL. INCLUSIVE. DETERMINED. EXCELLENT.
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Thursday, May 13, 2021

GoGrocers Add-
ing 3rd Location
to the Sloop at

820 S. Michigan
Looks like another
convience store is

coming to Michigan
Avenue:

Nice to see them
adding another spot,
that said it baffles us how much demand there is for
these types of stores. Sure it's convienient to stay in
your building and buy some basic stuff, but couldn't you
just a go a block or two in any direction? Guess not.

By our account, this is GoGrocers 3rd location on Michi-
gan avenue in the South Loop. All three are within 7
blocks of each other: 1255 S. Michigan, 1400 S. Michi-
gan, and now 820 S. Michigan.

It's a nice store. Glad to see them continuing to invest in
the neighborhood!

http://www.sloopin.com/

SOUTH LOOP MARKET

( )

S da /A\n'ou
F J

Furniture
Décor -
= Grocery, Here you will find every-
G IftS thing and any-thing; from staple
products and brands, to specialty
PR — it‘fms thatyou don’t see °ff°“' You Manicure, Pedicure, No-chip Manicure,
SN will also find a great selection of or- Waxing, Facial, and Massage
Historic Printers Row ganic and natural products.
TS Ao GROCERIES DELI PRODUCE
. A‘:‘d'[;"m- - i l BEER, WINE & SPIRITS Cicoo epets | MF 1100am~ 5
ice istressed@gmail.com 5 90088, - G10net
9th and State e ?62 5.800 Sun: 10:00am - 6:00pm

www.spaanjou.com

. b



https://southloopschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/sl_main_wide.png
http://www.sloopin.com/2021/05/gogrocers-adding-3rd-location-to-sloop.html
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https://www.gogrocerchicago.com/locations/
https://benefit.southloopschool.org/fundraisers/eoy-dance-a-thon2021/k-8-donation-drive-goals/

Target Store Area Crime Reports
January 2017-April 2021

Recent crime activity near the Target store in the South
Loop has raised issues regarding security arrangements in
that area. Inits 2021 Strategic Plan, Chicago Police District
One identified the “Roosevelt Road Corridor” (from Michi-
gan Ave to Des Plaines) as one of its three top priorities.
The Target location at Roosevelt Road and Clark Street is
in the middle of that corridor. This report will, hopefully,
provide a statistical context for ongoing security discus-
sions.

The statistics presented come from the City of Chicago’s
Chicago Data Portal. The Portal is publicly accessible at
Data.CityOfChicago.org and provides consistent standard-
ized information for every crime report filed with the Chi-
cago Police Department. To provide a historic context for
discussion, data was collected from every reported crime
from January 1, 2017 to April 30, 2021 in the area bounded
by West Roosevelt Road, South Clark Street, the Rock Is-
land Railroad (Metra) tracks, and the access road from
Clark St. to the entrance to the Target parking ramp. This
includes reported crime in the store and its parking ramp
as well as crimes on adjacent streets and sidewalks on the
north side of Roosevelt Road and the west side of Clark
Street.

The accompanying Excel file includes five spreadsheets for
the years 2017-2021 and a tabulation chart. The chart
presents monthly totals of all crimes and annual totals for
selected crime types.

The top portion of the chart presents the total number of
crime reports for each month. Data from the beginning of
May 2021 was not included as it was still being collected
and processed. Crime totals for 2017, 2018, and 2019
were amazingly consistent. The Covid year of 2020 wit-
nessed a dramatic drop in total crime reports, possibly due
to limited opportunities during the shutdown. Multiplying
the crime totals for the first four months of 2021 by three,
would suggest that the 2021 year-end totals might return
to the average totals for 2017, 2018, and 2019. These
trends are in line with data from across the South Loop
and the entire city.

The lower portion of the chart shows differing results for
specific types of crimes that are more violent or dangerous
in nature. The FBI standardized definitions of crime types
to enable inter-agency comparisons. Five crime types
were selected by the FBI as “index violent crimes”. Luckily,
two of these types, homicide and criminal sexual assault,
did nor occur in the focus area during the focus time peri-
od. The other three types, assault, battery, and robbery*
did occur, but did not show any increasing trends. Note
that in the FBI crime types, vehicle hijacking* is considered
a sub-category of robbery* instead of theft because of the
likely confrontation between perpetrator and victim. In
this report, hijacking* is listed separately and not included
in the robbery* tabulation figures.
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Crimes Reported in/near South Loop Target Store

Total Crime Reports | 2017 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021
Jan 13 10 8 8 7
Feb 6 7 11 6 7
Mar 6 12 12 6 21
Apr 11 16 2 4 12
May 9 16 17 10

Jun 15 10 18 3

Jul 12 11 13 11

Aug 9 9 10 15

Sep 9 11 16 9

Oct 15 8 5 1

Nov 12 7 10 9

Dec 8 5 5 2

Total 125 122 127 84 47
Selected Crime Types

Assault 4 0 0 2 1
Battery 2 5 5 4 2
Burglary 0 0 1 1 0
Damage: Property 0 2 1 2 0
Robbery * 4 2 0 2 1
Damage: Vehicle 1 1 3 1 1
Vehicle Theft 0 0 0 4 1
Hijacking * 1 0 0 1 1
Total 12 10 10 17 7

Several other crime types (burglary, damage: property,
damage: vehicle, and vehicle theft) are included in the tabu-
lation because of the possibility that they might have oc-
curred in the parking ramp, a particular area of security
concern.

Vehicle theft reports first appeared in the 2020 report. Re-
cent discussion in Chicago media relates decreases in other
crime opportunities during Covid as a possible reason crim-
inals have turned to vehicle theft and hijacking. An in-
formative article on this subject, “Politics of Fear”, appeared
in the April 29, 2021 issue of the Chicago Reader.

The Roosevelt Road Corridor was named a top priority by
Chicago Police District One because it was and is the loca-
tion of a large proportion of the crimes committed in the
South Loop, both violent and non-violent. The area includ-
ing the Target Store is in the middle of that Corridor and
deserves specific attention.



The Cruise ship the Odyssey is back providing sunset cruises.

And sale boats are back.

As we draw closer to the holidays, Barbara's Basement Resale Shop is
beginning to decorate for Thanksgiving and Christmas with pumpkins,
Christmas tree ornaments and floral arrangements.

Our store is stocked with a large assortment of new and used ladies and
men's watches, bracelets, earrings, necklaces and rings.

Do you need extra dinner plates for the holidays? Check out our stock. Gift
wrapping is available this year, beginning December 1st (by appointment
only). Please provide boxes if needed.

New Store Hours:
Tuesday - Friday: 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

All proceeds go to fund the mission and ministry of Second Presbyterian
Church.

o

SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CHICAGO

Diverse. Inclusire. Community. Engaging. Pasaonate.

www.2ndpresbyterian.org
1936 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL. 60616
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Peach Cobbler (mini size)

NOT JUST COOKIES

https://
notjustcook-
ies.com/

Website: hitps://www.webinsightco.com

Services: Search Engine Optimization (SEO),
Web Development, PPC, Cyber Security

We have had the opportunity of working with top
rated companies that provide services in Law,
HVAC, Insurance, Dentistry, Real Estate, Food &
Beverage, Financial and other service-related in-
dustries. Companies like Berkshire Hathaway/
Koenigrubloff, Keller Williams, The Aladon Net-
work, Kids First Pediatric Partners, Bob Oetting &
Associates Insurance Agency and many other
companies can testify that we get results. Since
the inception of the brand, Weblnsight has grown
mostly by referrals offered by satisfied  clients.
We have helped many businesses grow in very
short periods. Contact us by sending an email to
brianna@webinsightco.com

ﬁglﬁsight



https://www.webinsightco.com
mailto:brianna@webinsightco.com

Fitness Gym next to South Loop Mar-

ket on State and 9th.

e

Spa on South Dearborn

Indigo Digital Printing LLC services are available

By Appointment Only!

Please contact us via the e-mail or website to place an
order and/or schedule a contactless pick up or curbside
delivery appointment.

The maximum occupancy in the pickup
designated area is 1 customer.

All customers must wear a mask when
entering this facility as of May 1.

IF YOU HAVE A MEDICAL CONDITION that
prevents you from wearing a mask, you do
not need to wear one. If you are not
wearing one, we will assume this is the
case. Due to HIPPA, and the Fourth
Amendment we will not ask you about
your medical condition.

Thank you for allowing us to be of service!
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SR one year Ago, we saw plywood.
Artists saw blank canvases
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Columbia alum wins
Chicago film festival

By Rachel Patel, Staff Reporter
May 20, 2021

Vicki Lei
One of the six Columbia filmmakers in this year’s
CineYouth festival, 2020 interdisciplinary documentary

alum Anna Lee Ackermann won the Chicago Award for
2021.

CineYouth is an annual Chicago film festival celebrating
the creativity of young filmmakers by screening their
work and offering workshops, discussions and panels.

Ackermann said her film “As We Are Planted” sheds
light on the issues that neighborhoods without ade-
quate access to healthy and sustainable food options
face in order to destigmatize society’s view of food pan-
tries.

“Some of the main food sources might be a corner store
like a 7-Eleven, and those often have unhealthy food
options ... and the nearest grocery store isn’t very
close,” Ackermann said. “When it comes to feeding
mouths, what’s cheapest and easiest is processed foods,
and that affects health outcomes down the line.”

Ackermann said hearing her film announced as the
winner was a surreal feeling, and she was grateful to
have had the experience.

“It felt like everything that [ was doing for this film
made sense and that | made this film for a purpose,”
Ackermann said.

Ryan Saunders, festival director of CineYouth at the
Chicago International Film Festival, said this year’s
lineup included films from 2020 since last year’s festi-
val was postponed due to the pandemic. He said this
year’s festival was one of the largest yet with more than
100 films submitted.

Other Columbia students and alumni were also proud
to be part of the film festival.

Jazmin Bryant, a 2020 cinema and television arts alum,
directed her film “71 Seconds” to honor Trayvon Mar-
tin, his family and others who have lost their lives to
police brutality, systemic racism and classism, she said.
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“We really used this film to not only pay homage, but really
shed light on his innocence and youthfulness that was taken
away from him the night he was murdered by George Zim-
merman,” Bryant said.

Nikki Houston, a 2019 cinema art and science alum, filmed

“Fear Frenzy,” a satirical take on a ’70s game show inspired
by different television shows, for her “Directing Practicum”
class.

Houston said she finished her film during the Spring 2019
semester. She initially wanted to shoot “Fear Frenzy” on cellu-
loid film but ended up having to do it digitally because Colum-
bia was beginning the process of phasing it out.

The film tells the story of a couple who have been longtime
contestants on a game show until the wife realizes the show is
trying to use her husband for reviews and ratings.

Nathan Marquez, a 2018 cinema art and television alum, said
he made “The Wolf Comes at Night” during the Spring 2018
semester and chose it for his “Directing for Advanced Practi-
cum” class.

The family featured in the film faces tensions throughout, but
in the end they come together when trying to make ends
meet. Marquez said he and his team were drawn to the dy-
namics of a dysfunctional family because he does not think
any family is “perfect” but still wants to emphasize its im-
portance. FOR THE REST OF THE STORY CLICK LINK

https://columbiachronicle.com/
columbia-alum-wins-chicago-film-
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ALDERMAN * 4TH WARD

SOPHIAKING

Ward04@cityofChicago.org

We are in the process of starting up Community Advi-
sory Councils in Hyde Park, Grand Boulevard, Ken-
wood, North Kenwood-Oakland, Douglas and the
South Loop. We are looking for individuals motivated
to help and empower their community. Find your com-
munity area on our website and join us or email us at
ward04@cityofchicago.org.
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8th Annual

mw wm.sl

Building W ures for Individuals

and Families, One Step ata Time

You're Invited!

Join us for our annual solidarity walk to raise awareness and
funds for the people we serve including Veterans, children,
families, the elderly, and adults with disabilities.

Saturday, June 5, 2021
10:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m.
Hope Manor I
3053 W. Franklin Blvd. Chicago, IL 60612

This year there will also be a way to participate in Hope Walk
virtually! To learn more about our virtual event, in person
event and to register visit:
https://www.voaillinois.org/hope-walk

v VOA | Volunteers
I/ / of America

Years Strong ILLINOIS
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Bronzeville
Journalist
Creates E
Black Girl & ©
Magic With =«
Children’s Book ‘Msomaji’s
Magic Carpet’

Tiffany Smith long dreamed of writing a book to help
South Side kids who grew up like her dream big. She made
it happen during the pandemic.

Jamie Nesbitt Golden

May 14, 2021

Bronzeville journalist Tiffany Smith poses with her new
children's book, "Msomaji's Magic Carpet,” in an undated
photo.

BRONZEVILLE — Growing up, Tiffany Smith was obsessed
with Paris. She dreamed of picturesque days spent
strolling the Champs-Elysées, of enjoying a decadent
crepe in the comfort of an artfully decorated patisserie.

With Smith coming from modest means, it remained a
dream until last year, when she booked her first trip to the
City of Lights.

Then coronavirus interrupted her plans, turning what had
almost been real into a dream once more.

So the South Side native took to her computer, bringing to
life an idea that had been brewing inside her before the
pandemic. Just like that, “Msomaji’s Magic Carpet,” her
first children’s book, was born.

“When I launched my food and travel blog in 2017, [ knew
there was a purpose much bigger than me going on vaca-
tion and talking about all the cool places I'd visited. Quite
honestly, it was like, ‘Oh, I'm going to write a children’s
book,"” said Smith, a journalist. “The more I began to
write, the more this became a sort of inspirational and
educational manual to encourage kids who had never seen
the world to have dreams.”

Msomaji — a Swahili name that translates to “seeker” —
dreams of seeing the world, but her family doesn’t have
the means. Enter one magic carpet, ready to take the bud-
ding young traveler wherever she wants to go.

That Msomaji is a beautiful Brown girl with mahogany
skin is intentional; the number of children’s books featur-
ing Black and Brown characters is something the author
noticed, and the publishing industry continues to struggle

with representation.
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“As [ was getting deeper into writing the book, I saw there
weren’t very many chocolate girls on the covers of chil-
dren’s books, or at least not as many as there should be. Of
course you have some, like Matthew Cherry’s ‘Hair Love,”
but it's disproportionate,” said Smith, a Kenwood Academy
alumna who lives in Bronzeville. “People ask why the char-
acter doesn’t look like me. And while the book is about me, |

- | wanted girls to see themselves on the cover, be captured by

it and reminded that they are beautiful and they deserve to
be on the cover.”

The book, released in late March, is already a hit with

'| younger readers. Smith has spent the past month sharing

Msomaji's story with students all over the city and holding
weekly discussions with local nonprofits. Burst Into Books
will host the author for its Virtual Story Hour Time 6 p.m.
Friday, which will be livestreamed on YouTube and Face-
book.

And there is a good chance Msomaji will be going on other
adventures, as fans are clamoring for more stories, Smith
said.

“What your reality looks like right now doesn’t mean that is
what is always going to be. You may not have the means to
travel right now, but that doesn’t mean you’ll never be able
to reach your goal,” she said. “I wrote this book to make
kids believe — especially kids from the hood — that any-
thing is possible.” Click to find where available.
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https://blockclubchicago.org/2021/05/14/
bronzeville-journalist-creates-black-girl-
magic-with-childrens-book-msomajis-magic-
carpet/

SOUTH
LOOP
FARMERS

632 S. Dearborn St.

PRAIRIE DISTRICT
Thursdays, 4p-8p

June 17 - Sept 30

1936 S. Michigan Ave.

7.

WELCOME TO OUR FARMERS MARKET COMMUNITY

@ @southloopfarmersmarket Each week you can support your local food community
and access fresh seasonal produce, meats, eggs, bread,
baked goods, specialty foods, plants, unique artisan

o @southloopfarmersmarket products and more from 25+ local vendors

< southloopfarmersmarket.com
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Safe & Sound Blog

by Beth Finke

Questions Kids Ask: What Was Your Favor-
ite Activity When You Could See? 5/27/21

During our disability awareness presentations, one thing
[ like to get across to the school kids is that people with
disabilities enjoy -- and engage in -- a lot of the same
things they do. We just develop different skills (and
sometimes use different “helping tools”) to achieve our
goals.

Two days ago Luna and I did what will likely be our last
Zoom presentation for 3rd graders this school year. Our
presentation was scheduled for late morning, and the
weather was so beautiful in Chicago Tuesday that a dear
neighbor invited me to come swim laps at his condomini-
um’s outdoor pool around noon.

Could I make it to my friend's pool on time? Well, yes. As
long as I wore my swimsuit to the presentation. The 3rd

graders would only see my head and shoulders on Zoom,
right?

My Zoom talk that morning opened with my big an-
nouncement: this was the first time I'd ever worn a
swimsuit to a school presentation. The kids were all mut-
ed, and without being able to see them, I chose to believe
they found that absolutely hillarious. “Right after this
presentation is over, I'm going swimming outside!”

My mentioning swimsuits and swimming provided an
instant connection between me and these very bright
eight- and nine-year-olds. Some of their questions:

e How long have you been swimming?

e What was your favorite activity when you could see,
and what is your favorite activity now?
e Where'd you learn to swim?

How can you Zoom if you can’t see?

How can you drive?

How many Seeing Eye dogs have you had?
Did any of your dog’s ever bite someone?
Have any of your dog’s gotten sick?

Did you ever use a stick?
How many books have you wrote?
Are you writing any books now?
e did you write those books when you were blind, or
did you write them all when you were like us and still
in school and you could see?

Did you have to learn a lot of new things after you
were blind?
e How many years have you been blind?
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Doing Zoom presentations from the comforts of home has
its benefits: no need to arrange for rides to faraway subur-
ban schools, don’t have to wake up early, it’s okay to dress
casual, you don’t have to pack up your “helping tools” to
bring along, Zooming takes less time, allowing the Zoomer
to fit more things into their day. Like Swimming laps out-
side.

And yet.

[ still prefer being in the room with the kids I'm visiting. |
miss hearing their oohs and ahs when my Seeing Eye dog
leads me into their classroom, the murmur of questions they
ask even before the presentation begins, hearing “me! Me!
Me!” when they hold up their hands to ask questions after-
wards, and, especially, the joy they express when I take Lu-
na’s harness off afterwards and let them pet her. I'm holding
out hope that at least some of the visits to schools next year
will be in person, but who knows? Maybe the schools will
decide sponsoring Zoom meetings for authors is easier for
them. Like so many other issues during these pre-post-
pandemic times, [ guess we’ll just have to wait and see.

Or wait and hear!

Photo of then-new Seeing Eye dog Luna's first and last in-
person school visits in early March, 2020, before you-know-
what happened

Dearborn Express
Al Hippensteel, editor
312.939.8888

To Subscribe
thedearbornexpress@gmail.com
Dearbornexpress.net/




Next CAPS Meeting June 14, 2021
3PM on Zoom

(Every 2nd Thursday)
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http://home.chicagopolice.org/

From the Chicago Police Dept CLEAR Map.

5/21/2021 at 2am Roosevelt and Wabash
ARMED ROBBERY w/handgun on Street Beat 131

5/21/2021 at 1am 600 S Plymouth Ct
ATTEMPTED SEXUAL ASSAULT Sidewalk Beat 123

5/20/2021 at 3:08am State and E Harrison
AGGRAVATED BATTERY on Street Beat 123

5/15/2021 at 1am , 700 S clark
CRIMINAL SEXUAL ASSAULT on Street, Beat 123

5/11/2021 at 2am, 600 S Clark St
CRIMINAL SEXUAL ASSAULT ON Street, Beat 123

5/10/2021 at 2:44 am, 600 S State
AGGRAVATED BATTERY on Steet, Beat 123

5/14/2021 at 4:10pm 1100 S Clark
STONG ARM ROBBRY No weapon Department Store,
Beat 123

5/10/2021 at 2:44am 600 S State
AGGRAVATED BATTERY, Street, Beat 123

5/9/2021 at 11:10pm 700 S Clark
AGGRAVATED ROBBERY Sidewalk, Beat 123

5/9/2021 at 3:10am 800 S Wabash
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT Parking Garage, Beat 123

We focus on crime that is violent or may af-
fect your physical safety. If you look at the
graph on top of this column, you will see
that the highest incidence of crime is theft,
usually on the street or in restaurants (like
cell phones stolen from tables). The crime
shown on this page is based on Beat 123
131 and 132.
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Top Ten Crimes
From 12-Mar-2021 to 15-Apr-2021

o [
CRIMINAL DAMAGE 14
CRIMINAL TRESPASS 6
Beat 123 —River
foeeRY ] to Michigan Av;
—_— i Ida B. Wells to
Roosevelt Rd.
DECEPTIVE PRACTICE 4
WEAPONS VIOLATION -3
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT -3
NARCOTICS .2

6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34 35 38 40 42 44 46 48

Number of Incidents

0 2 4

Prosecutors: Man burglarized South Loop cel-
lular store while wearing t-shirt encouraging

people to “Be Kind”

May 13, 2021 CWBChicago South Loop
Andrew Panico | CPD

There are many things a burglar can do to
minimize their chances of being caught.
Commit the crime at night. Make sure there
are no witnesses. Wear dark clothing. Don’t
leave evidence behind. But Andrew Panico iAl
apparently rejected all of those ideas when

he allegedly burglarized a T-Mobile store in a bustling South Loop
strip mall Monday afternoon.

Panico, sporting a Mohawk, a bright rainbow-colored blazer, and a
t-shirt that said “BE KIND,” smashed the store’s front door around
4:36 p.m., according to a CPD report. Then, he allegedly reached in,
unlocked the door, and went into the shop, which was closed for
the day.

One of the many passersby who saw it unfolding on the 1200 block
of South Canal whipped out her cellphone and started recording,
prosecutors said. Then, she called 911. Police, armed with witness-
es’ descriptions of the burglar, had no trouble finding Panico be-
hind the shopping mall. Cops found his backpack inside the store,
according to prosecutors.

Panico, 34, is charged with felony burglary. Prosecutors said he
has a pending aggravated assault and trespassing case, too. Judge
Susana Ortiz said Panico could get out of jail on his own recogni-
zance in the burglary case, but he’ll need to post $100 to go home
for violating the terms of bond in the earlier matters. He'll also
need to stay in the house between 7 p.m. and 7 a.m., the judge said.

A public defender who represented Panico during the bond court
hearing said he has a bachelor’s degree in business from the Uni-
versity of Missouri.

http://www.cwbchicago.com/
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Actions You Can Take Today

e Action 1: Tell your state senator to support
HB1872 to give prisoners in Illinois the right to
vote

Action 1: Tell Your State Sen-
ator to Support Prisoners’
Voting Rights

The legislative session ends Monday, May 31st and
we are so close to passing House Bill 1872, Voting
in Prison! Chicago Votes’ policy team has been busy lob-
bying in Springfield and they have 63 of the needed 60
votes in the House.

Now, it is time to do a roll call of senators in support of
restoring the voting rights of people in prison. But, we
need your help! Please call your state senator to

ensure they are supporting HB 1872!

Script: My name is and I am calling to ask for
your support of House Bill 1872, restoring voting rights to
people currently in prison. Our democracy works better
when more people are involved and having strong ties to
the community through civic engagement reduces recidi-
vism and makes us all safer. Will the senator vote yes on
House Bill 1872?

Action via Chicago Votes

Action 2: Tell Your Rep to
Support the Illinois Way For-
ward Act

The Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights
(ICIRR) has an ambitious state agenda this year! They
are promoting a platform founded on racial equity
that will make great strides towards making Illi-
nois the most welcoming state in the country by
advancing safety, healthcare and economic securi-
ty for all. Click here to see the full ICIRR Everybody In
2021 State and Federal platform.

The Illinois House will soon consider SB 667, the Illi-
nois Way Forward Act and will be voting on a budget
by the end of the legislative session this month! SB 667

separates local law enforcement from the federal
deportation pipeline. Furthermore, our state must pass
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a budget that fully funds immigrant services and expands
access to the earned income credit to ITIN filers and care-
givers in Illinois.

Tell your State Representative to pass the Illinois
Way Forward Act and Fight for Budget Equity

Action via_ICIRR

‘A 9th Street and S. Park Terr. available for rent
| immediately. $165/month.

Contempo Marble and Granite ‘

in the West Loop is emptying a warehouse of
half slabs used in the finest homes in Chicago.
If you are planning a kitchen or bath
renovatlon, pick out your natural stone or
quartz for countertops and vanities now at

bargain prices. Call 312.953.2654

N

rite to parking801@yahoo.com for more information.

CALANDRA

Center for Health & Wellness

Integrative healthcare services

A sale place for healing the mind, body, & soul
Practitioners & teachers dedicated to helping you thrive
TR EEEEEEEEE

Services: Wellness Education:

+ Acupuncture

+ Herbal Medicine

- Nambudripad’s Allergy
Elimination Techniques

+ Free monthly Reiki Relaxation
Hour on Zoom
- Reiki Classes By Request
« For Everyone

(NAET) « For Acupuncturists (with
« Strength & Flexibility NCCAOM PDAs)

Training « Classes & Events throughout the
« Reiki

year

+ Access Consciousness « Wellness Fairs & Corporate Events

www.CalandraAcupuncture.com
312-796-3965
Northwest Suburbs
830 E Higgins Rd—Unit 112
Schaumburg

Chicago-South Loop
47 W. Polk St,—Suite M-5
Dearborn Station
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Real Estate Transactions

$445,000
1305 MICHIGAN AVE 1201
4/14/21

$210,000
1503 S STATE ST 313
4/12/21

$115,000
640 S FEDERAL ST 409
4/12/21

$115,000
640 S FEDERAL ST 409
4/12/21

$350,000
1250 S INDIANA AVE 608
417121

$315,000
1515 S PRAIRIE AVE 716
4/7/21

$420,000
1 E 14TH ST 1305
4/6/21

$219,000
801 S PLYMOUTH CT 1010
4/2/21

$310,000
1111 S WABASH AVE 1002
4/1/21

$249,000
600 S DEARBORN ST 1914
3/31/21

$380,000

41 E8 " ST 2603
3/26/21

THE DEARBORN
EXPRESS
To Subscribe

thedearbornexpress@
gmail.com

Dearbornexpress.net/
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THOMAS PALMEN

Your Real Estate Pro

Your Local Real
Estate Expert

(312) 543-9380
Adwerx

(@ properties Chiccs, 1

4 ADWERX (5]

Susan Dickman - Koenigrubloff/
Berkshire Hathaway Home

773-627-8176

Susandickman.com

Selling your home in the Chicago area?

WE WILL REPRESENT YOU FOR ONLY $299

BRADFORD MILLER LAW, P.C.

WWW.BRADFORDMILLERLAW.COM

NO FEE IF IT DOES NOT CLOSE!

855-897-9410/ www.bradfordmillerlaw.com
Located at 10 S. LaSalle, Suite 2930, Chicago, IL 60603

Dearborn Street Realty
Tom Feddor, 312.203.3841

tomfeddor@gmail.com




1 bed/ 1 bath
$160,000

Anne Rosen
Keller Williams

312.545.7148
Buyarosenhome.kw.com

1322 S Wabash Unit 506
1 bed, 1 bath 1000 Sq Ft
$280,000

1530 S State St 1025
2 bed, 2.5 bath, 2000
sq ft

$525,000

Matt Laricy
Americorp Ltd
708.250.2696
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1345 S Wabash St
#1503

2 bed, 2 bath
$365,000

Michael Gentile
@properties
312.254.0200

523 S Plymouth Ct
#403

1 bed, 1 bath, 950 sq ft
$219,900

Matthew Liss
Mark Allen Realty
773.415.4744

A L3

1530 S State St, Unit 927
1 bd/ 1 bath 1148 SF
$339,000

Compass
Tom Bezanes

Tom.bezanes
@compass.com

312.622.2850

Il

40 E 9" St #317
1 bed, 1 bath. 1025 sq ft
$219,900

Scott Conwell
South Loop Properties,
smconwell@gmail.com

| 1312.882.8267

1250 S Indiana Ave #509
2 bed, 2 bath, 950 sq ft
$349,900

Yvonne Yen
Concentric Realty, Inc
312.998.3333

1416 S Federal Ct Unit F

4 bed, 2.5 bath, 3250 SF |

$950,000

Cynthia Bauer
RE/MAX Premier



http://Buyarosenhome.kw.com
https://www.compass.com/agents/chicago/tom-bezanes/

