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South Loop Neighbors Speaker Series:
Alderman in April—Zoom Meeting
Alderman King, Alderman Dowell and Alderman Lopez
Notes: from April 28th Zoom Meeting
Car Jackings and Shootings
King- More stops, more missions. The police team has been
more pro-active. More high power camera which can also
be used to combat motorcycles .

Dowel – 1st District has been increasing parking violations,
more missions, more visibility. Last 28 days, only five CarJackings have occurred across the entire 1st District. 1st
District had a terrific Commander and Captain.
Business Affairs – putting out millions of dollars to support
businesses. Extending out-door dining licenses, easier to
obtain and able to keep their licenses for two to three
years. There is a need to address Safety and Security. Next
month, a report will be released concerning recovery of the
Central Business District.
King. American Focus Plan will provide funds for small restaurants, housing . Rescue dollars can be used for Safety
and Housing Insecurity.
Dowell: We need tourists to come back into the city. The
Biggest Issue is City and State attracting people to come
back and feel safe in the City.
Homeless -Housing insecurity has increased since Covid.
Working closely with Departments of Family and Support
services.
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Trumpeter Pharez Whitted
Thurs., May 13, …………….8pm and 10pm
Friday, May 14,, ……….…..8pm and 10pm

Saturday, May 15,……….. 8pm and 10pm
Sunday, May 16, …………….4pm and 8pm

Trumpeter Victor Garcia
Thurs., May 20, …………….8pm and 10pm

Friday, May 21, ……..……..8pm and 10pm
Saturday, May 22,……….. 8pm and 10pm
Sunday, May 23……………….4pm and
8pm

Trumpeter Marques Carroll

Thurs., May 27 …….……….8pm and 10pm
Friday, May 28, ……..……..8pm and 10pm
Saturday, May 29,……….. 8pm and 10pm
Sunday, May 30……………….4pm and 8pm

Dearborn Station
312.360.0234

806 S. Plymouth Court
CHICAGO, 60605
Jazzshowcase.com
Welcome to Jazz Showcase where
Jazz lives in Chicago since 1947. Our
exclusive 170 seat venue features the
best Jazz acts you’ll find anywhere in
the Chicago area. Tickets are now
available online. Don’t forget to sign
up for our e-mail newsletter so you
don’t miss out on our upcoming
shows!

CPA_____________
Valero & Associates, Inc.
Marlene P. Valero, CPA,
MST
Manicure & Pedicure
Coloring Services
Hair Treatment
Men's Haircuts

Hairstyling
Eyelash Services
Blowout Services

47 W. Polk Street
Ste. 100-273

Chicago, IL 60605
(773)592.0472
Marlene.p.valero
@gmail.com
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South Loop Neighbors

South Loop Neighbors is a non-profit membership

based organization dedicated to enhancing the quality of life in South Loop's neighborhoods and
preserving the area's landmark districts.
South Loop Neighbors represents South Loop residents who are concerned about:
Ensuring high-quality, reasonably-sized real estate development as well as infrastructure
improvements that respect the unique character of our community
Preserving and protecting the area's Landmark Districts, including Printing House Row and
Historic Michigan Boulevard
Promoting quality education, recreation, services, retail, community activities, and events
Maintaining a socially, culturally, and economically diverse neighborhood
Developing strong relationships with key city officials to ensure they respect, hear, and act on the
concerns and ideas of the South Loop community. South Loop Neighbors serves members and residents within the area bounded by Congress Parkway to approximately 25th Street and from the
Chicago River to Lake Michigan.

South Loop Neighbors
Jim Wales- President
Benjamin Cottrell- Vice Pres.
Dorothy Miaso- Treasurer
Rob Degnan- Secretary
Dennis McClendon- Director
of Planning and Development
Roger Marsh- director
Christine Hunt- director
Greg Borzo, Lana Reese and
Jeremy Campbell have joined
the Board.

Www.Southloopneighbors.org
South Loop Development Roundup

A reminder: Our Sept. 16 online meeting covered the development and planning issues active in the neighborhood. If you
weren't able to attend, you can view the entire presentation on
YouTube.

The latest on all South Loop projects can always be found at
southloopupdate.com
Dennis McClendon
Director of Planning and Development
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Opinion

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the
contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or South
Loop Referral Group.

April, 1945: Ahlem concentration camp outside Hanover, Germany was liberated--and
among the liberators were Vernon Tott, Henry Kissinger and my dad April 30, 2021
On April 10, 1945, Ahlem, a concentration camp near Hanover, Germany was liberated by the US 84th Infantry Division–nicknamed “The Railsplitters” because its roots went
back to Abraham Lincoln.
The 84th entered France in 1944, following in the bootprints of the Normandy Invasion and fought the Battle of
the Bulge. They soldiered on into Germany where they met
the Russians and won the war.
My dad was one of the soldiers who liberated Ahlem; former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger was another one.
But there was one other soldier who was there that I’ve
gotten to know in the last few days from Sioux City, Iowa:
Vernon Tott.
His role was such that a 2007 documentary came out about
him: “Angel of Ahlem.”
(including
When the 84th arrived, Tott pulled out a pocket camera and bones and teeth
took a lot of pictures of the prisoners. He was shocked and
beneath the
horrified and sickened by what he saw. But he was a hero.
ground), he was
My dad, Lew Taman, also a hero, said they sent him in first. also able to get the pictures to several of those still alive,
He thought because he was Jewish. But the fact that he was and he even met some of those living overseas.
a medic makes more sense to me. He and his fellow soldiers A group even came to the US to honor Tott with a sterling
had never seen people in such bad shape, and had never
silver Kiddush cup before he died.
As for me, I found out about the video very recently, sent
experienced the cruelty and barbarism that one group of
for it, received it and watched it, all in a matter of days.
people could do to another. They had never seen anything
And now I know what my late dad was talking about,
like it–the starvation and emaciation and the despair that
the nazis were capable of inflicting and were totally respon- thanks to Vernon Tott. I am another person grateful for his
picture-taking, his determination and his diligence. Now I
sible for.
have seen actual pictures of exactly what my dad saw
My dad always said the prisoners didn’t want any food or
when he liberated Ahlem, and of what he tried to describe
drink when he went in. Even though they were just skin
over the years.
and bones. And so weak, some couldn’t even stand up.
It was horrific. But I also know that my dad–one of their
All they wanted was cigarettes. Just cigarettes, which my
liberators–when he gave the prisoners the cigarettes they
dad gave them. All they wanted. His fellow soldiers were
so desired, also gave them sympathy and support and food
sickened, humbled and compassionate–and, as one can imand water and friendship. And he probably kidded them
agine, never the same. The horror stuck.
and laughed with them and told them a few jokes to lightAt some point during Vernon Tott’s humble later life worken their load.
ing in Sioux City at a local Swift meatpacking facility and
I know he made them feel human again; he made them
raising a big family, he decided to make use of his pictures.
find humor and fun and hope for the future again. And
He made it his mission to find as many of the prisoners that thanks to Tott, we know at least some were able to go on
he photographed as he could–while battling, and eventually and live as full-fledged human beings who had overcome
succumbing to stomach cancer in 2005. He made it his mis- the worst.
sion to meet them again, pay his respects and give them
I know what my dad always did for me and other people:
he made us feel safe, and through his humor I always saw
pictures of themselves from that horrid episode in their
the absurd and truly funny side of everything in life. Until
lives.
he died on my 65th birthday in 2015, waiting until I was
During his search, some of the prisoners were unable to
ensconced as a full-fledged senior citizen.
identify themselves. Because they looked so different; and
I don’t think that was any coincidence. My senior years
because some had even repressed their memories.
The documentary follows a series of “reunions.” Tott did his were officially beginning, just as death at the age of 92
ended his.
research through holocaust organizations that were keeping track of those abused so awfully by the nazis, and had
gathered a lot their contact information.
Visit my blog: www.chicagonow.com/
Tott was able to not only visit the remnants of Ahlem
mom-think-poignant/

Bonnie McGrath
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The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the
contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or
South Loop Referral Group.

Retired in Chicago

What I’d like to say to someone who refuses a vaccine

If the country finally achieve herd immunity — fingers
crossed — would you want to be in the minority who refused the vaccine? I’m guessing that you wouldn’t feel like
patting yourself on the back.

*****
By Marianne Goss, April 3, 2021

RETURNING TO NORMALCY FEELS GOOD

Maybe you also know someone who doesn’t want to get a
COVID vaccine. There’s a good chance that someone isn’t
in the Baby Boomer generation. Eighty-five percent of us
are or intend to be vaccinated, according to the Kaiser
Family Foundation. One in four adults under 30 are waitand-see or definitely not.

I’m in my longest stretch of socializing and going out in almost 14 months. A couple of friends came to lunch Friday, a
friend invited me out to dinner on Saturday, another friend
and I will have lunch here and go to the Field Museum today, neighbors are coming to dinner Tuesday, and on
Wednesday I’ll meet a friend for lunch before giving a Chicago Greeter tour. I expect I’ll welcome an unscheduled day on
Thursday, but right now, busyness feels wonderful.

The person I know brings up the usual point about vaccine development being too fast and adds that she isn’t
likely to get deathly sick at her age. Granted, deaths from
COVID are rare in people under 40, but they happen
You may have heard advice about how to talk to the unvaccinated. Ask about their concerns and empathize.
Don’t argue but offer facts from reliable sources.
The woman I know is smart and well-informed, so I’m not
sure what facts I could offer that she hasn’t heard. I probably wouldn’t be able to discuss the issue without sounding judgmental. But if I were to discuss it, here’s what I’d
like to say.
It isn’t just about you and your chances of contracting
COVID. If there ever was a crisis of the modern era in
which we’re all in it together, the pandemic is it. We’re
not going to reach herd immunity without the participation of nearly everyone eligible to be vaccinated. Herd
immunity is a moving target, but certainly the more people vaccinated, the more protected we all are. Vaccination
is the way we’ll get out of this crisis.
You don’t have to dig deep for examples of things people
do for the common good without seeing direct individual
benefits (not that you wouldn’t benefit from vaccination).
Childless people and parents of parochial school students
pay taxes to support public schools. Carless people pay
taxes for roads. Car owners pay taxes to support public
transportation. Achieving the common good sometimes
requires citizens to not think of themselves first.
I believe that you wouldn’t do anything deliberately to
harm others. You could transmit the virus even if you
don’t get sick, and a person you infect could get seriously
ill and die. We vaccinated can’t be 100 percent sure that
we aren’t infectious, but studies are showing that we’re
safe to be around.

Before the pandemic my goal was to have one getting-out
activity around which to arrange my schedule each day. My
May calendar won’t be so filled, but I think one-a-day will be
a good goal for so-called normalcy.
*****
“NORMALCY” NOW SOUNDS RIGHT
Readers with long memories might note that, contrary to
what I wrote last April, I used “normalcy” in the preceding
section. It’s an example of how usage comes to sound correct after one has heard and read a word or phrase repeatedly. I had originally written “normality” above, and it
sounded wrong.

MOST RECENT
EPISODES

CLICK HERE

You Better Work!
April 16, 2021

2. Jane McAlevey [@rsgexp], labor organizer and senior policy
fellow at the University of California at Berkeley’s Labor Center,
on how the mood in Bessemer, Alabama turned from optimism to
defeat. Listen.
3. Chris Martin [@chrismartin100], professor of digital journalism
at the University of Northern Iowa, on the historical devolution of
the labor beat. Listen.

6

Crime Statistics for Beat 123 comparing first quarter overall
crime and specific types of crime covering the years 2018 to
2021.

Dramatic Reduction in
South Loop Crime.
The number of police crime reports for the South Loop’s Police Beat 0123 has dropped dramatically in the first quarters
of 2020 and 2021. Compared to the average crime reports
filed in the two pre-Covid years of 2018-19, first quarter totals dropped 14% in 2020 and 40% in 2021.

Police Beat 0123 is bordered by Ida B Wells on the north,
Michigan Avenue on the east, Roosevelt Road on the south,
and the Chicago River on the west. Crime report statistics
were taken from the Chicago Data Portal, maintained by the
City of Chicago and available free to the public at data.cityofchicago.org.
Total crime reports for the months of January, February, and
March in the years 2018-19 averaged 387. That figure
dropped to 332 in 2020 and 232 in 2021.
Crime reports are divided into categories defined by the FBI
and used to compare crime data across the United States. The
largest category in Beat 0123 is Theft, which dropped from a
2018-2019 average of 164 to 121 in 2020 and 85 in 2021.
Five crime categories are considered the index for comparing
violent crime. The chart left displays the first quarter totals
for the past four years.
Motor Vehicle Theft, a crime category frequently mentioned
in Chicago media, did increase in Beat 0123 during this fouryear period. First quarter totals were 9 in 2018, 12 in 2019,
12 in 2020, and 15 in 2021.
Roger Marsh

Where Goodness can be found!
Light dishes, coffee and pastries
715 S Dearborn St
312.756.8977
thegrailcafe.com
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EVERY DAY IS A GIFT, A Memoir, by Tammy
Duckworth, soldier, Senator, Mother
(Twelve, Hatchett Book Group 2021)
Her title is the underlying philosophy in Ladda Tammy
Duckworth’s epic yet humble memoir: “I owe it to those
who saved me to make something of the life that they
risked their own to save.” Polyglot; PhD; scholar-soldier
grievously-wounded piloting a Blackhawk helicopter shot
down by Iraqi insurgents; decorated Lieutenant Colonel;
veteran advocate; two-term Congresswoman; first woman
to give birth while in Congress, Illinois’ Senator Tammy
Duckworth launched her re-election campaign with a
headline-grabbing “F*CK YOU” to a conservative newscaster who questioned her patriotism. Senator Duckworth
makes Joan of Arc look like she’s standing still. Her life
was, and is, most difficult. Thai-born to an ethnic Chinese
mother and a tall Virginian vet working for the US Army,
Tammy was a mixed-race half-child, taunted for her size,
her color, her freckles and the smell of her faring father (to
her cousins, all Americans smelled like cheese,) and
warned by her aunties that US servicemen always left their
Asian families behind.. Her father was “the big guy” and
“the American hero,” but he shuffled his family around
Southeast Asia in pursuit of sometimes lucrative, often
measly—or no—jobs, finally landing in war-torn Phnom
Penh, where Tammy learned how to speak Cambodian—
and dodge bullets— as her family boarded the last commercial flight out of the country in 1975. Duckworth’s

politics and fealty to the military came naturally. Her mother’s family fled China, and she taught Tammy to be wary of
arbitrary power and mindful of the suffering of those without it. She called the Great Wall. “a wall of sorrow…[with]
bodies of slaves” inside. Senator Duckworth later pledged to
“fight to my last breath to defend every American’s freedom
to have his or her own opinion about Washington’s flawed
history….We can honor our founders while acknowledging
their serious faults, including the undeniable fact that many
of them enslaved Black Americans.“ Being poor as a child
left her with empathy for those who still are: “I believe in
subsidized meal programs for students… they enabled me to
get my high school diploma…. My family never worked as
hard as when we were living at the poverty level. The notion that the working poor don’t need a living wage, or that
they just needed to work harder to get ahead, is abhorrent.” Tammy was proud to learn that Duckworths served
in the military from the French-Indian War in the mid1700’s, to the Revolutionary War, on both sides of the Civil
War, and through her service in Iraq. A student of political
science, she joined the Army ROTC to earn money for graduate school and “fell for the army like no one ever fell for the
army before.” The rest is history, recounted in a selfeffacing, simple declarative epic that keeps readers in her
thrall. The New York Times calls Duckworth “more Hercules
than Hamlet.” Read for yourself.

Lorraine Schmall
Dearborn Park May 10, 2021
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We are so excited to reopen May 14th and see your smiling—and
masked—faces! It's been far too long and our exhibits miss you. We
have enhanced cleaning measures in place to ensure everyone stays
safe and healthy, you can read about them here or watch this
short video here.
To celebrate our fourth anniversary this month, all tickets are $4 off
during the month of May! We encourage you to purchase tickets
online ahead of time too. Online tickets can be redeemed at any
point, they are not restricted to a specific day or time. So if you're not
ready to visit yet, you can still get discounted tickets now and visit
when you're ready!
Plus, if you become a member or renew your membership before
May 31 you'll be automatically entered to win one of three private
museum tours with AWM President Carey Cranston. Learn about
member levels and benefits and become a member today!

Our newest physical exhibit Ray Bradbury: Inextinguishable will be
ready to explore May 14th as well. Check out the virtual version
here ahead of your in-person visit.
We'll see you soon! PLAN YOUR VISIT

714 S. Dearborn
312.922.2104

Susan Bass Marcus writes and illustrates fiction,
essays, and reviews. Her Dragonwolder fantasy
novels, Malevir: Dragons Return and Where
Dragons Follow, offer a world of dragon clans, an
enigmatic menace the Malevir, sprites, goblins,
questing humans, and magical giants. Her musings
appear weekly on her blog, “About Susan Marcus,”
https://susanbassmarcus.net. Both paperbacks are
available at Sandmeyer’s Bookstore.

American Writers Museum
180 N. Michigan Ave, 2nd Floor
Chicago, IL 60601
https://americanwritersmuseum.org/
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Mondays with Mike:

It’s a meaty but very worthwhile read.

by mknezo2014 | May 3, 2021

Redrawing the thin
blue line
During my reading over the past weeks I came across a
couple of articles that make clear that our society has not
always given police legal carte blanche about what justifies
a shooting of a citizen. Right now, in layman’s terms, all a
cop has to do is pretty much say (s)he was afraid for their
life. (Which, when you think about it, is goofy on its face—
as the most skittish officers will be more likely to shoot
first and ask questions later.) Any decision deemed “split
second” justifies shooting, in essence.

This piece in the National Law Journal explains the legalities even better—also highly recommended.
By my lights, police unions and law-and-order hawks have
perverted the Rehnquist court’s decision in a way that even
Chief Justice Rehnquist would think produced deadly unintentional consequences.
As is this.

I think we and the police have to do better. And I think we
can. I offer this article, from New Jersey.com, in evidence.
Newark cops, with reform, didn’t fire a
single shot in 2020
That headline sums it up. Mind you, Newark ain’t Mayberry, so this was a remarkable accomplishment born of
afederal consent decree. Diversifying the force, deescalation training, deploying the Newark Community
Street Team to defuse violence in the city’s most violent
That approval by the legal system didn’t always exist. In
wards, and an array of other efforts made an enormous diffact, the standard for justified shooting was higher until
1989 when the Supreme Court, under Chief Justice William ference.
Rehnquist,” weighed in.
Beyond binary arguments about police being good or bad,
From “Split-Second Decisions: How a Supreme Court Case
Shaped Modern Policing;” in the New York Times:
The officers’ justification for the use of lethal
force in each instance differs with the circumstances. But as in almost every other recent
case involving questions of police use of force,
law enforcement officials defending the officers are relying on a doctrine set forth by the
Supreme Court three decades ago and now
deeply ingrained in police culture: that judges
and juries should not second-guess officers’
split-second decisions, no matter how unnecessary a killing may appear in hindsight.

beyond blaming the victims of shootings, I see some hope.

The Dearborn Express
We welcome letters to the editor.
This publication is sponsored by the South Loop Referral
Group, a professional and business networking group. It is
our mission to provide the Printers Row area with current
news and to promote local businesses and organizations.
This publication will be distributed through email to individuals who wish to receive it. If you have any questions or
would like to contribute information , please email us :

thedearbornexpress@gmail.com
Dearbornexpress.net
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Alderman’s
Meeting
Regarding the
Reboot of
1000M
(designed by
Helmut Jahn)

The building will now feature 738 units instead of the original 506. Instead of a 440 car garage, it will now hold 320
cars. It will have room for 256 bicycles. There will be 23
affordable housing units and they will increase minority participation in the construction. The traffic to the building will
be routed from Wabash Ave. and exit onto 9th street. Jim
Walsh, President of South Loop Neighbors raised a concern
about the shadow that will be cast over Grant Park. That
shadow will affect the park from early afternoon to sunset.
It will also affect neighborhoods to the west in the morning.
Dennis McClendon, South Loop Neighbors Director of Planning and Development, raised the question of building
height. The Planning Commission set building height limit of
425 feet when they adopted a plan for the South Loop in the
late 90’s. For reasons not publicly shared, the planning commission okayed this proposal building height in 2016. .

On Wednesday, May 5, 2021, Alderman King held a meeting with the developers of 1000 S. Michigan Ave, a 70 sto- Click on
ry building designed by Helmut Jahn. The building was
Logo
approved by the Planning Commission and the City Council in 2016. However, as a condo building, it never really
gained traction as several years passed before they had
enough commitments to start construction. The foundation and caissons are in but was stopped early in the Pandemic. They are now proposing a different build- out
creating more units and making it into an apartment
building instead. So this community meeting was for
Each May, Columbia takes over the South Loop with Manifest, an all
folks living next door and in the neighborhood to ask
-day festival that showcases the hard work and talent of our wildly
questions and raise concerns. The alderman will make a
creative students.
decision as to your recommendation to the city council.
Produced and run by Columbia students, Manifest features gallery
exhibitions, live music, film screenings, original video games, fashion
shows, literary readings, and more. Check out the video for highlights
from Manifest 2019.
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State v. Jahn:
The Thompson Center
is dead, Long Live the
Thompson Center.

Thirty years ago, I attended
“Dancing in the State,” an
immersive performance
that brought 150 dancers
from Chicago and New York
dance companies, along
with art, lighting and sound
installations to the then-sixyear-old State of Illinois
Building. This spectacle actiCover art: Jimenez Lai
vated every aspect of the
young building, from its plaza to its sculpture to its magnificent atrium, epitomizing the
vigorous, creative spirit that infused the new center. I fell in
love with Helmut Jahn’s masterpiece that day, sensing that I
was present at the beginning of a fresh public engagement
with civic space. Unfortunately, it was both beginning and an
end, since I’ve never been back for anything other than the
most mundane of reasons, driver’s license renewals, CTA
transfers, or a quick visit to the nondescript food court. But
that atrium never fails to stir my soul.

Now, close your eyes and envision the new State of Illinois
building at 555 West Monroe, the one for which our government is abandoning its world-class home. Exactly. You can’t
picture it. It’s a building neither noteworthy nor notorious;
it’s a bureaucrat of architecture. Cynics might suggest it’s a
better fit than Jahn’s forward-looking, idealistic of-thepeople palace since the State of Illinois and the City of Chicago, as governing institutions, have always been more interested in hiding than showing. Why else do so many of our
politicians retire to the penitentiary rather than Florida?

Nearly every day, or night, I found myself in Helmut
Jahn’s magnificent Sony Center, a direct descendant of his
Thompson Center. Combining bars, restaurants, movie
theaters and grand public spaces with offices and residences, this 2000 edifice works as a public square in the
best sense. In F. Philip Barash’s outstanding piece about
the state of the Thompson Center in this issue, Jahn shares
his idea for a reimagination of the Thompson Center,
which he calls “Inside Out,” a proposal that would open up
the space literally and figuratively, reviving and transcending the spirit of that long-ago dance activation that
remains so unforgettable to me. This would be a public
square for Chicago, a vision that, unlike the vague notions
of colossal private skyscrapers favored by politicians, is
tested and proven to work, and one in which the public
stays front and center. CLICK ON LINK FOR THE STORY.
This is the imagination we deserve.
BRIAN HIEGGELKE
https://newcityshop.com/collections/newcity-magazinecurrent-issue/products/may-2021-issue-architecture

Look for Newcity’s May 2021 print edition at over 300 Chicago-area locations this week or subscribe to the print edition at Newcityshop.com.

newcity.com
In Chicago Cooks: 45 Perfect Recipes for the
Passionate Palate, the basics are covered for
any kind of meal.

We deserve government edifices that we want to visit, not
that we have to. Places that we can bring tourists and show
them what the state of Lincoln and Obama looks like in action. We deserve a government that understands the irreplaceable nature of what it has and, confronted with the special challenges that this building presents, sees that as an
opportunity for harnessing the collective imagination of its
people to fix it, to build it back better.

Not every food category is
included here, but the
ones we have chosen represent a foundation any
cook will need to provide
for a family or to entertain
brilliantly.
We hope you will trust us
and try these recipes so
that you can experience
food made with care and
passion, food that stimulates your palate, and inspires you to share each
recipe with those you
love.
The two authors are long-time residents of Chicago. Returning to Chicago after 40 years in California as a jazz
producer and recording engineer, Jonathan Horwich has
continued pursuing his passion for music and high quality
sound. Carol Montag grew up in St. Louis, MO and came to
Chicago to attend The University of Chicago and never left.
She has been an educator for 52 years as a classroom
teacher, school administrator, and educational coach.

In early 2019, when our film “Knives and Skin” was having
its world premiere in Berlin, we stayed in Potsdamer Platz.

https://www.chicagocooks.net/
Available at Sandmeyer’s and Amazon.

Ignore the talk of efficiency and cost: this is the real reason
why our government officials have such an irrational obsession with departing the Thompson Center, as well as seeing
it demolished. Just too much light.
For years, we’ve watched them weave a narrative around
the inevitability of this outcome. Now just watch them roll in
the wrecking crews, with or without an actual plan, like they
did when they bulldozed the landmark McCarthy Building in
1989 to let it its emptied footprint lie fallow as Block 37 for
twenty-seven years, or when they tore down eight Walter
Gropius-designed Michael Reese Hospital structures in
2009, even though the city had already lost its Olympics bid,
the rationale for destroying our only buildings designed by
the Bauhaus legend.

12

Young
Bankers
Club
Mrs. (Helen)
Chan is the
fourth-grade
math teacher at
South Loop. She started a club recently called the Young
Bankers Club. Mrs. Chan was recruited by Ms. Garcia, and
in previous years other South Loop math teachers had run
the club. Being a math teacher, Mrs. Chan loved the
thought of running the club and she gets to continue working with some of her previous students.
In the Young Bankers Club, the students will use a digital
interactive platform. The program used is game-based so
the students will have their dashboard and levels to complete. There will be a different learning goal for each level,
including ideas based on sales tax, estimating money, overspending, and more. At the end of the program, a volunteer
from Fifth Third Bank will visit the virtual class and get to
engage with the students. S/he will talk about what bankers have to learn in school, the career path, a Q&A, and a
trivia game.
While there are some clubs that have experienced trouble
learning online, the Young Bankers Club is not one of them,
mainly because this is an online platform. Also since the
program is like a game the members are engaged and always participate.

Monday, May 3, 2021

With Warm Weather Here Comes the
Obnoxiously Loud Motorcycle Groups
It was a beautiful spring weekend and while the temperature is
pleasant, the deafening sound of modified exhaust motorcycles
engulfs the city and Sloop. It's been problem for years now, but
there has been some recent news about ways the city and police
are intending to make some changes to curtail this nuisance (via
Chicago Sun-Times):
With temperatures rising and motorcycle engines revving, Chicago aldermen launched another crackdown Friday to stop motorcycle clubs from wreaking life-threatening havoc on Lake
Shore Drive and city streets.
The City Council’s Committee on Public Safety approved an ordinance championed by Ald. Pat Dowell (3rd) empowering Chicago Police officers to impound motorcycles, dirt bikes and other
“nonhighway vehicles” accused of drifting and drag racing.
The ordinance would also impose stiff fines against motorcyclists who operate without license plates.
In January 2020, CPD vowed to “swarm” motorcycle rally points
and use helicopters, license plate recognition cameras and noise
monitors on Lake Shore Drive to stop motorcycle clubs from
continuing to wreak havoc.

The article discusses some of the challenges in a dealing with
these issues, but also talks about where the police have had success:
Downtown Ald. Brendan Reilly (42nd) said the idea of surrounding motorcyclists stopped at gas stations has been tried before
with great success.
(Coninues on page 19)

http://www.sloopin.com/
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C40 Reinventing Cities
Competition
Proposals for site at Plymouth Court and
Van Buren
Updated April 19, 2021

C40 is a global network of the world’s megacities committed to addressing climate change. Through the C40 Cities
Climate Leadership Group, more than 90 of the world’s
greatest cities — representing more than 650 million people and one-quarter of the world's economy — collaborate to share knowledge and drive meaningful, measurable and sustainable action on climate change. C40 focuses
on tackling climate change by driving urban action that
reduces greenhouse gas emissions and other climate
risks, while increasing the health, well-being and economic opportunities of urban citizens.
Plymouth Court and Van Buren Street
The site is located in the heart of downtown Chicago, immediately adjacent to Pritzker Park and across the street
from the Harold Washington Library Center, the main
branch of the Chicago Public Library system. The site consists of several vacant, City-owned parcels and a vacant
four-level parking garage. The approximately 16,000square-foot site is one of the best in the city in terms of
access to transit, with immediate connections to almost
every CTA train line, including the Red, Blue, Orange,
Brown, Green, Pink and Purple lines, as well as multiple
bus lines along the historic State Street retail corridor.

Five teams of finalists were selected in September 2020
through the Expression of Interest phase, and four of the
development teams submitted RFP responses that are
currently under review by the City. They include:
Assemble Chicago
A net-zero carbon, 20-story, mixed-use structure with 207
residential units and incomes ranging from 30 percent
Area Median Income (AMI) to 80 percent AMI. The plan
includes a two-level podium with a food hall for small,
minority-owned restaurants, nonprofit office and meeting
space, a produce grocer, and a medical clinic. The approximately $102 million project also commits about $2 million to improvements for Pritzker Park.
Common Good Collaborative
A net-zero carbon, 21-story mixed-use structure with 305
residential units. Twenty percent of the units would be
rented at 60 to 80 percent AMI, about 128 of the units
would be rented at 90 to 120 percent AMI and the remainder would be market rate. The lower-levels would
include a market hall and an artisan exchange for small
businesses, as well as a community center to provide
housing assistance and social services. The approximately
$99.9 million project also commits about $2 million to
improvements for Pritzker Park.

ecoVIBE
A net-zero carbon, 21-story, mixed-use structure with 224
residential units. Thirty percent of the units would be targeted to artists or people that work in the creative industry
with incomes below 60 percent AMI, about 112 units for
incomes at 120 percent AMI and about 44 units for incomes at 140 percent AMI. Proposed commercial on the
lower levels would include a cafe, gallery space and a medical clinic. The $128.5 million project also commits about
$1.25 million to improvements for Pritzker Park.

Inspiration Exchange
A net-zero carbon, 12-story, mixed-use structure with 81
studio apartments, with half of the units dedicated to permanent supportive housing for individuals experiencing
homelessness and half of the units for singles or couples
with incomes ranging from 30 percent to 60 percent AMI.
Lower-level uses would include a cafe, a medical clinic,
community meeting rooms, gallery space, social services,
and a five-day per week free community dining and kitchen, restrooms and other hygiene facilities. The approximately $42 million project also commits about $100,000 to
improvements for Pritzker Park.

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/dcd/supp_info/c40reinventing-cities-competition.html

Rest in Peace Helmut Jahn.
Brian Heiggelke’s reaction to Helmut Jann’s untimely death.
https://design.newcity.com/2021/05/09/helmut-jahn1940-2021-a-risk-taker-in-architecture-and-life/
See Brian Heiggelke’s letter and link to his recent interview with
Helmut Jahn on Page 11.
https://newcityshop.com/collections/newcity-magazinecurrent-issue/products/may-2021-issue-architecture

newcity.com
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Thursday, April 29, 2021

New Mexican
Restaurant Moving
Into Former SRO
Restaurant Space on
Dearborn

A delicious decadent chocolatey, fudgy brownie.

We’re Back!

Mr. South Loop's instagram has an update on a
new Mexican restaurant coming to the heart of Printers
Row. As a reminder, Standing Room Only (SRO) closed in
the midst of the pandemic at this 610 S. Dearborn
location:
Looking forward to seeing what type of Mexican concept
will come to this space. There are already a handful of
quick service taco places in the area - Flacos Tacos (725
S. Dearborn), Taco Maya (823 S. State), and Spanglish
(555 S. State) to name a few. Needless to say, hopefully
the new restaurant has some form of differentiation.
Regardless, great to see another restaurant coming to an
important, high-profile stretch of the neighborhood.

http://www.sloopin.com/

Twelve 2 oz brownies
$24.99

https://
notjustcookies.com/

Website: https://www.webinsightco.com
Services: Search Engine Optimization (SEO),
Web Development, PPC, Cyber Security
We have had the opportunity of working with top
rated companies that provide services in Law,
HVAC, Insurance, Dentistry, Real Estate, Food &
Beverage, Financial and other service-related industries.
Companies like Berkshire Hathaway/
Koenigrubloff, Keller Williams, The Aladon Network, Kids First Pediatric Partners, Bob Oetting &
Associates Insurance Agency and many other
companies can testify that we get results. Since
the inception of the brand, WebInsight has grown
mostly by referrals offered by satisfied clients.
We have helped many businesses grow in very
short periods. Contact us by sending an email to
brianna@webinsightco.com
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Saturdays with Seniors:
Guest Post by Maggy Fouche
Maggy asks, “What are we witnessing?”
I am pleased to have Maggy Fouché as our Saturdays with Seniors
guest blogger today. The prompt for this past week was “Witness”
and Maggy’s essay shows she’s been keeping her eye on a lot lately!
by Maggy Fouché

Ted and I kept in touch through the ensuing years of our
respective careers. Now retired, Ted has plenty of time on
his hands and diligently tracks the corporate response to
America’s racial unrest.
An undertone of amazement runs through our conversations, amazement at how quickly these changes have come
about in the inflexible, conservative, risk-averse culture of
big business. He was more philosophical when he wrote
me about Major League Baseball’s decision to combine the
stats of Negro League players with that of their white
counterparts. I leave you here with his own words:

My friend Ted and I have been regularly emailing each other about amazing corporate social changes. Aunt Jemima
pancakes will get a new name! IBM declares it will get out
of the facial recognition business! Walgreens’ new CEO is a
black female! Band Aid will introduce products in a variety
of skin tones!
Ted was my boss before he became a friend. A well-known
executive in the multi-billion-dollar personal care industry,
Ted boasted a long and successful career that started with
the small relaxer company his chemist stepfather launched
in the 60’s and eventually sold to Revlon.
Ted hired me in the 1980s to be the marketing director of
what was then called the “ethnic” hair care division of a
long-established salon-specialty corporation. After my dad,
he was the smartest man I’d ever met, seemingly knowledgeable about everything from ancient Greek philosophy
to the latest urban slang. Just before the meeting with the
CEO to present the new product launch plan, he stopped to
correct his secretary’s posture so that she sat with elbows
and wrists at proper angles to the typewriter, as prescribed
in the IBM manual.
Ted knew that the most important item in our new product
line would be the relaxer and its ability to thoroughly
straighten hair. In side-by-side trials in the testing salon,
however, our relaxer did not perform as well as the leading
competitor. We learned that the formula contained buffers
that the chemists said were necessary to lessen the potential damage to the hair.
Ted argued that any damage would be repaired by the postrelaxer conditioning treatment that contained the parent
company’s legendary restoring serum. But R&D refused to
change the formula which, they proudly informed us, they’d
spent ten years developing. “Ten years,” Ted said to me later. “What’s the matter with those guys? In ten years they
could have developed an atomic bomb!”
The corporate bosses were unwilling to rely on Ted’s product expertise. The product launch was a disappointment
and our division failed to meet sales goals in the succeeding
quarters. After about three years our division was disbanded.

What are we to conclude from these turnabouts along with others affecting American
Society? My theory: The George Floyd tragedy
triggered a slow-moving earthquake in how
Americans of all ethnicities see each other.
More change is necessary before the battle is
entirely won, but this surrender by America’s
favorite sport, professional baseball, is a symbolic milestone not to be lightly dismissed.
Stay tuned for what is yet to follow.

Beth Finke’s books:
“Safe and Sound” , “Long
Time No See” and
“Writing Out Loud” can
be purchased at
Sandmeyer’s Book Store.
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More Chicago Students Got Into Their
High School Programs Of Choice
The district’s selective-enrollment schools offered more seats
to Black and special education students, while the number of
Latino offers was flat.

The Forgotten 1970
Chicago Cubs: Go and Glow,
By Bill Bike

Chicago Cubs fans always will remember
the beloved 1969 team, yet the 1970 Cubs
are, in many ways, more fascinating. Author
Mila Koumpilova, Chalkbeat Chicago and Cassie Walker
William S. Bike tells their story in his latest
Burke, Chalkbeat Chicago
book, The Forgotten 1970 Chicago Cubs:
May 3, 2021
Go and Glow, which will be available from
The History Press on May 17, 2021.
More Chicago students got into their high school programs of
"In 1970, the Cubs added interesting characters like Joe Pepitone
choice.Stacey Rupolo/Chalkbeat
and Milt Pappas to the legendary nucleus of Billy Williams, Ron
CHICAGO — More students landed their top high school
Santo, and Ernie Banks," Bike said. "The team came closer to
choices during this year’s high-stakes, high-stress Chicago
finishing first than in any year between 1945 and 1984—ending
Public Schools application process, according to data the dis- the season only five games out in one of baseball's hottest threetrict released Friday, the day when families learn of admissions team pennant races ever."
decisions.
Offering a fast-paced look at the season month by month, Bike
At the city’s 11 selective-enrollment high schools, acceptance moves beyond wins, losses, and statistics to relive Ernie Banks's
500th home run, the addition of "the basket" to the outfield walls,
rates budged only slightly over last year, with 17 percent of
good trades and bad trades, how manager Leo Durocher's radio
students receiving offers from their No. 1 choice schools.
show caused clubhouse chaos, death threats against third baseDistrict officials said Friday that more of those coveted offers man Ron Santo, outfielders Billy Williams's and Jim Hickman's
went to Black students as well as students with disabilities,
best season, the great Cubs pitching rotation, and statistical and
while the number of offers to Latino students remained relacomputer analyses of how the Eastern Division Cubs would have
tively flat. Compared to the 2019-2020 school year, the district done playing in the Western Division— and in the playoffs and
said it made offers to 43 percent more Black students. MeanWorld Series.
while, 59 percent more Black students and 2 percent more La- The Forgotten 1970 Chicago Cubs: Go and Glow, published by The
tino students were accepted into International Baccalaureate
History Press of Charleston, SC, is available at Amazon.com, in
programs.
bookstores, and at https://www.arcadiapublishing.com/
Schools chief Janice Jackson said Friday that those admissions Products/9781467149082
increases were driven largely by a surge of interest in predominantly Black high schools on the city’s South Side, such as
South Shore International High School and King College Prep.
“We’re excited by that, and encouraged by that, but we’re also
anxious and eager to see that acceleration in schools where we
know that number of African American students is lower than
we think might be acceptable.”
Chicago Public Schools’ current enrollment is 47 percent Latino, 35 percent Black, 11 percent white and 4 percent Asian,
but white and Asian students tend to be overrepresented at
some of the city’s most competitive high schools, while Black
and Latino students are underrepresented.
Despite concerns that the pandemic’s profound disruption
might lead to a drop in applications, the number of students
who participated in the applications process to land spots in
schools outside their neighborhoods remained flat compared
with last year. Overall, about 26,000 students submitted an
application through the district’s online GoCPS system, which
families must use to apply for programs outside of their zoned
neighborhood campus, such as specialized arts, STEM and
other programs. The district did not immediately provide numbers for applicants to selective-enrollment schools specifically,
but said Friday evening that it had sent out 4,854 selectiveenrollment offers for fall compared to 4,381 the previous year.
See the rest of the story click here:
https://blockclubchicago.org/2021/05/03/more-chicagostudents-got-into-their-high-school-programs-of-choice/?
mc_cid=d4674fb78d&mc_eid=e0677f46e4
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In That Number by Regan Burke. Tortoise
Books, Chicago.

Regan Burke is in Beth Finke’s Memoir Writing Class
where I met her and heard many of her stories that are
included in this book.
In That Number is a memoir, a tortious travelogue, a
confessional of sins, a remarkable example of the resilience of the human spirit. If she had led a normal life, no
one would find her book interesting much less read it. It
has all the things a memoir has, a litany of famous people
she has known, worked for, both local Chicago icons
(Michael Madigan) and Presidents (Bill Clinton) and numerous others. All that is interesting stuff, but what I
found most interesting is her trail of tears path towards
survival during a difficult childhood.
Author Regan Burke managed to sustain herself -- as
children are often forced to do -- and travel from point A
to point Q back to point G to point Z and in the end somehow come out calm, educated and grandmotherly. The
book is sometimes difficult to read and at the same time,
difficult to put down.
Let’s start with her parents. Attractive, intelligent and
likeable grifters,
Bill and Agnes Burke were alcoholics. They moved a lot,
and with every move, they’d plunk down their kids into
the local Catholic School in every new city. Regan can
count thirteen schools in eight years. Her father was a
promising young lawyer and in fact, in 1950 crafted the
first pension program for an American Union, the United
Mine Workers of America. Her mother, well-educated
and attractive, wasted her promise by being wasted.
One of my favorite stories is Regan stumbling upon the
name of the little girl in the book, The EXORCIST : Regan,
pronounced just like hers, with a long “e” in the first syllable. . she had never ever met anyone with her name.
As it turns out, Exorcist author William Peter Blatty had
attended one of her parent’s frequent cocktail parties
when the family lived in Georgetown, Washington
D.C. At an author event decades later, Blatty admitted to
a friend of Regan’s that yes, he met Regan when she was a
small child. And yes, he named the little girl in the novel
after her and admitted, “that name always haunted
me. Who would name their little baby after one of Shakespeare’s most craven females?” Regan’s journey to writing her memoir started when she sought medical help for
chronic back pain and met Dr. John Stracks at Northwestern’s Osher Center for Integrative Medicine. As a recovering drug addict , she eschewed prescription painkillers
for fear of getting hooked on them, too. He opened her
mind to accept that emotions were a factor in her pain

and suggested a remedy. Writing. He recommended Dr.
Howard Schubiner’s workbook, unlearn your pain, and after
plowing through that guidebook, she enrolled in Beth
Finke’s and Linda Miller’s memoir writing classes. And as
they say, the rest is history . . . her unique and compelling
history. Al Hippensteel

PRAIRIE SHORES
PROPERTYMANAGEMENT
LLC
700 N. Sacramento Blvd. Suite 301
Chicago, Illinois 60612
773-878-3300 tel.
773-878-3306 fax

Chicago’s only condominium management firm
specializing exclusively in vintage buildings.
Property managers for Peterson Lofts, Harrison
Street Lofts and The Moser Condominiums.
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Wednesday, April 21, 2021

Shavuot Garden Party and
Ice Cream Social

The Jewish holiday of Shavuot is coming up, and we'll be
celebrating outdoors in-person!
Please join us for a Garden Party & Ice Cream Social in
honor of the holiday. Enjoy a lavish spread of ice-cream
and cheesecakes and hear the reading of the Ten Commandments.
Monday, May 17th at 5:30pm
Glessner House Courtyard
1800 S Prairie Ave
RSVP at www.JewishSouthLoop.com/events
Free of charge. RSVP required.
Masks required. Covid-19 precautions.

Eater Chicago Gives Some Love to Grail Cafe as a
Best Coffeshop to Work From
We see you Grail Cafe (via Eater Chicago - The Best Coffeeshops to Work From in Chicago):
11. The Grail Cafe
715 S Dearborn St
Chicago, IL 60605
This Printer’s Row cafe is ideal for a satisfying and light
meal. Creative coffee and teas, a fun French and creoleinspired menu, and friendly service make the Grail Cafe one
of most complete restaurants in Chicago.

http://www.sloopin.com/

19

Alderman 'On the Block'
MEET WITH ALDERMAN KING ON ZOOM

Ward04@cityofChicago.org

Shred-A-Thon
SAFELY AND RESPONSIBLY DISPOSE OF UNWANTED
SENSITIVE DOCUMENTS, ELECTRONICS, AND MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

The dates and locations for the 2021 4th Ward ShredA-Thon events have been secured. We will be providing safe and secure shredding services for paper documents as well as electronics (with the exception of tube
TV's). The first one will take place on Please wear a
mask. View more details here. The remaining four
Shred-A-Thons will take place:

•

Saturday, May 15 (8:30 AM-11:30 AM) at
700 S Dearborn

•

Saturday, July 17 (9 AM- 12 PM) at 5015 S Blackstone

•

Saturday, August 14 (8:30 AM-11:30 AM) at
700 S Dearborn

The next Alderman 'On the Block' dates will be Monday, May
10, and Monday, May 17. To request a 15-minute Zoom slot,
please email ward04@cityofchicago.org with "Meeting Request" in the subject line.
(Motorcycles continued from page 12)

“The BP Amoco at Lasalle and Ontario, for example. We used to meet
them there and basically block them in the lot. We’d have a Streets
and San flatbed. And they would remove stolen motorcycles. They
would recover weapons, drugs. They’d get DUI arrests. It was a total
jackpot for crime statistics,” Reilly said.
“Those have fallen off. I’m not sure why. But they were effective, and
they did send a message when we did them early in the season.”
If you're not familiar with this phenomenon you probably don't live in
the area as it's something that is almost impossible to miss. Regardless, ABC7 has a video that talks to the issue and showcases the what
happens:
Hopefully there is serious action vs. just talk this year. Noise nuisance
is annoying, but swerving through traffic and going on sidewalks is
simply a public hazard.
In some sense we feel that the bikers view this as a game (to be fair it
looks and feels like a video game in our eyes). The police deterrent
element is just a facet of the game, so it seems like they need to have
some serious consequences to stop them. Hopefully the city and police adequately respond.
http://www.sloopin.com/
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FAST-THINKING
UBER DRIVER GETS
GUNSHOT VICTIM
TO HOSPITAL
Doctors stabilize 21-yearold, but, police say, he remains in critical condition.
Uber driver Michael Bussan rushes a gunshot victim to a
hospital Tuesday as the victim’s brother applies pressure
to the wound.
BY DAVID STRUETT, CSTWIRE REPORTER
dstruett@suntimes.com | @dstru312
Michael Bussan considers himself a tough guy, but the
Uber driver couldn’t help crying as he rushed a wounded
man and his brother to a hospital after they crashed their
car while fleeing from a shooting.
“His brother is screaming, ‘I’ve got you bro, I’ve got you
bro,’” Bussan said. “I’ve never seen two people care so
much about each other.”
Bussan said he had dropped off a passenger in the South
Loop when he saw the crash in the 1000 block of South
Clark Street around 11:30 p.m.
The brothers and another person had been riding in a
silver Chevrolet Malibu when someone in another car
fired at them around 11:20 p.m., hitting one of the brothers several times in the abdomen in the 2900 block of
South Indiana Avenue.
The driver of the Malibu continued driving to get to a
hospital, but crashed into a Jeep Wrangler, police said.
Coming on the scene, Bussan said he asked what happened and was told a man had been shot but that an ambulance was still several minutes away.
People were staring at the scene from a distance with
their phones out, said Bussan, 46. “They wouldn’t get out
of their cars. And I’m like, Are you going to help him?’
“I’m like, ‘I’ll take you, both of you,” Bussan said he told
the 21-year-old gunshot victim and his brother. “Take
care of your brother while I’m driving.”
Bussan said the brother called his mother, a nurse, who
told him to remove his shirt and apply pressure on the
wounds. “Just push your hands against his stomach and
hold in as much blood as you can,” Bussan recalled her
saying.
“I was doing like 100 mph down Columbus to get to that
hospital,” he said. “And when I entered there, I was yelling, ‘I’ve got a kid with bullet wounds and he’s dying. He’s
got minutes.’” Bussan said doctors stabilized the man’s
condition, but he remained on a ventilator due to the
trauma and blood loss. Police said the man was listed in
critical condition.
The brother’s mother showed up to the hospital and
thanked Bussan for “giving them an opportunity to fight
for their lives,” he said.

Bussan said he teared up while witnessing one brother care
for the other. “I’m a bodybuilder, powerlifter, and I’m Polish
and Russian. If we sit there and cry, they’d say man up,”
Bussan said.
“Last night, everyone who called me said, ‘God was on your
side,’” he added. “That’s the first time I’ve seen bunch of 300pound men say, ‘God was with you, bro.’ Everyone had a soft
side last night. And I’m like, this is the only night we’re sharing this, otherwise we’re a bunch of tough guys.”
“I WAS DOING LIKE 100 MPH DOWN COLUMBUS TO GET TO
THAT HOSPITAL. AND WHEN I ENTERED THERE, I WAS
YELLING, ‘I’VE GOT A KID WITH BULLET WOUNDS AND HE’S
DYING. HE’S GOT MINUTES.’”
MICHAEL BUSSAN, Uber driver
http://chicago.suntimes.com

Carjackings down by 55%, but shootings,
murders remain on the rise: CPD report
April alone saw 299 people get shot, 53 of them fatally, police
said.
By Sun-Times Wire May 1, 2021, 8:37am CDT
Chicago police reported violent crimes were up 20% for April
2021 compared to April 2020. Sun-Times file photo
Carjackings have fallen by 55% since their peak in the winter,
but shootings and murders continue to surpass 2020 levels,
according to newly released statistics from the Chicago Police
Department.
The city also saw a 20% drop in the total reported crime,
compared to the same four-month period last year. Incidents
of aggravated battery, burglary, robbery and theft reached 20year lows, Chicago police said.
The monthly crime statistics released Saturday highlight a
55% decrease in vehicular hijackings since January. The report credits increased enforcement and the efforts of youth
outreach workers and community partners.
At the end of January, the Department added 40 officers and
four sergeants to the task force focused on reducing the number of carjackings across the city. Carjackings more than doubled citywide in 2020 but have been trending downward
since the start of the new year, according to the April report.
Violent crimes, such as homicide and aggravated assault, have
risen 4% since the start of the year, according to the report,
with violent crime rates for April 2021 up 20% compared to
April 2020.
In the first four months of 2021, Chicago police reported 997
shooting victims and 187 murders, compared to 718 victims
and 156 murders during the same period in 2020.
April 2021 alone saw 299 people get shot, 53 of them fatally
— a drop from the 58 people killed in April last year, police
said. In April 2020, 225 people were shot in Chicago.
http://chicago.suntimes.com
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Next CAPS Meeting May 13, 2021
3PM on Zoom

Top Ten Crimes
From 12-Mar-2021 to 15-Apr-2021

(Every 2nd Thursday)

Police Blotter

Beat 123 –River
to Michigan Av;
Ida B. Wells to
Roosevelt Rd.

http://home.chicagopolice.org/
From the Chicago Police Dept CLEAR Map.

5/1/2021 11:30pm 1200 S Michigan Av
AUTO THEFT Street Beat 131

Tuesday, May 4, 2021

Is Two-Story Nondescript Parking Garage at
801 S. Wabash a Crime Magnet?

5/1/2021 10:30pm 1200 S Wabash
ROBBERY Knife Commercial Business
Beat 131
4/27/2021 12:40am 1200 S Wabash
ARMED ROBBERY Handgun Small Retail
Store Beat 131
4/26/2021 3:45pm 800 S Wabash
AGGRAVATED BATTERY Handgun Sidewalk Beat 123

4/22/2021 4am 1400 S Michigan Av
AGGRAVATED BATTERY Handgun Apartment Beat 132
4/21/2021 9am 1100 S Wabash Av
ATTEMPTED STRONG ARM ROBBERY No
weapon Sidewalk Beat 123
4/18/2021 7:28 pm 60 E Harrison St
CAR JACKING on Street Beat 123
4/17/2021 8:08pm 10 E Cermak Rd
AGGRAVATED ROBBERY CTA Train

We focus on crime that is violent or may affect
your physical safety. If you look at the graph on
top of this column, you will see that the highest
incidence of crime is theft, usually on the street
or in restaurants (like cell phones stolen from
tables). The crime shown on this page is based
on Beat 123 131 and 132.

We've walked by this parking lot a thousand times and never
thought twice about it. That has all changed thanks to this article
(via CWBChicago.com):
A nondescript two-story parking garage in the Loop is generating
a lot of work for police and prosecutors lately. Since April 1, cops
have made three arrests, recovered two guns, and seized a lot of
pot and other drugs at the easy-to-miss garage at 801 South Wabash, according to prosecutors. It’s the same garage where a 16year-old boy was fatally shot in November.
On top of all of that, police last month included the garage on a list
of downtown parking facilities that were being targeted in a wave
of auto break-ins across the Loop. Perhaps because of those burglaries, cops have been paying more attention to the garage lately.
The article gives some more details, but still has us scratching our
head as to why this is such a magnate for crime. Anyone have any
insight? Is it low cost? Low surveillance?

http://www.sloopin.com/
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Real Estate Transactions
$355,000
1530 S 13TH ST 1404
3/24/21
$500,000
41 E 8TH ST 1501
3/24/21
$1,017,000
1201 S PRAIRIE AVE 3903
3/19/21
$343,000
1440 S STATE ST 601
3/19/21
$300,000
1115 S PLYMOUTH AVE 307
3/19/21
$351,500
1307 S WABASH AVE
3/15/21

Compass
Tom Bezanes
Tom.bezanes
@compass.com

312.622.2850

$558,000
100 E 14TH ST 1106
3/13/21
$158,000
633 S PLYMOUTH CT 1009
3/11/21
$633,000
1457 S INDIANA AVE
3/11/21
$1,180,000
1211 S PRAIRIE AVE 6105
3/9/21

The Dearborn
Express

Dearborn Street Realty

To Subscribe

Tom Feddor, 312.203.3841

thedearbornexpress@
gmail.com

tomfeddor@gmail.com

Dearbornexpress.net
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Dearborn Express
Al Hippensteel, editor
312.939.8888
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For Sale

Contempo Marble and Granite
220 South Bell, Chicago, 60612
3 bed, 2.5 bath, $365,000
Fee simple town home has no assessment. 3
bedrooms and 2.5 bathrooms is ideal for an
envisioning owner as an occupied home or as
an investment property. Main level has living
room with refinished hardwood floors, powder room, dining room, spacious eat-in kitchen with island layout and access to HUGE 16
x16 private deck and back yard

in the West Loop is emptying a warehouse of
half slabs used in the finest homes in Chicago.
If you are planning a kitchen or bath
renovation, pick out your natural stone or
quartz for countertops and vanities now at
bargain prices. Call 312.953.2654

Parking Spaces for Rent

Dedicated outdoor parking spot near the intersection of
9th Street and S. Park Terr. available for rent
immediately. $165/month.
Write to parking801@yahoo.com for more information.

For Sale

2545 S Bell
2 bed / 2 bath $619,900
1st resale of this 2 bedroom 2 bath 3-year
new construction simplex in intimate building on a quiet stretch of Southport in Lincoln Park. Custom designed kitchen and
bath have luxury details and contemporary
high-end finishes: Sub Zero, Wolf, wine
cooler, 54" cabinets, Quartz countertop

Susan Dickman Koenigrubloff/Berkshire
Hathaway Home
773-627-8176
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1530 S State St 703
1 bed, 1.5 bath, 1200
sq ft
$360,000
Dennis Huyck
Keller Williams ONE
312.420.1593

40 E 9th St, #1110C
3 Bed/ 3 Bath 2200 Sq Ft
$525,000

Anne Rosen
Keller Williams

547 S Clark St #903
2 bed, 2 bath, 1330 SF
$379,900
Thomas Feddor
Exit Strategy
312.203.3841
901 S Plymouth Ct
#304
2 bed,1.5 bath,1200 SF
$260,000

Joseph Chiappetta
Property of Chicago
Real Estate
312.967.5887
1322 S Wabash Unit 506
1 bed, 1 bath 1000 Sq Ft
$280,000
Make this charming 1 bedroom condo, in the
heart of the South Loop, your new Chicago
home! This historic, landmarked building, formerly a Coca-Cola warehouse and film storage, of brick and timber construction.

125 E 13th St #1009
3 bed, 2 bath
$474,999
Mark Raffaelli
Compass
312.371.4812
1111 S Wabash Ave
#2207
2 bed, 2 bath, SF
$374,900
Timothy Rhoten
Red Carpet Investment
Group 312.545.2443

40 E 9th St #1606
1 bed/ 1 bath
1125 Sq Ft
$225,000
Anne Rosen
Keller Williams
Contact info above

1250 S Federal Ct Unit A
1 bed, 1.5 bath, 1486 SF
$450,000
Cynthia Bauer
RE/MAX Premier
312.882.8267

