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Bonnie McGrath  talks to Charlotte 

Adelman regarding the Field Mu-

seumõs plan to remove a whole 

grove of Linden Trees.  Page 4 

Mike on Smart Phones and the 

Clerk from Kentucky who is refus-

ing to issue marriage licenses   

Page 5 

Beth Finke meets a movie star.    
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Thursday, September 3, 2015 

New "Northerly Island Parkway" 
Opens to the Public  

   We've spent a lot of time on this blog pondering 

the future of Northerly Island and the speculation 
is about to end as the new redesign of the south-

ern end officially opens on Friday ( via Chicago 
Tribune ): 

   A dozen years after Mayor Richard M. Daley 
carried out the infamous òmidnight raidó that 

shut down the small lakefront airport called Meigs 
Field, the question lingers: Did the end justify the 

means?  

   A beguiling landscape that opens to the public 
Friday at the southern end of the former airport 

provides a persuasive answer.  
   As Mayor Rahm Emanuel led a tour Tuesday, 

great blue herons alighted on a newly created 
pond, man -made hills screened out the rush of 

traffic on Lake Shore Drive, and Chicagoõs skyline 
unfurled in the distance in all its majesty.  

   See ya later, airport for politicians and the privi-

leged class. This land is now your land, Chicagoans.  
   In our opinion the end definitely justified the 

means.  But then again to think of an elected offi-
cial pulling a move like Mayor Daley did is mind -

boggling.  We weren't around Chicago when that 
happened, but still is crazy to contemplate.  

   Anyway, we're in the present now and what we 

have here is a nice big present with a bow on it for 
Chicagoans and Sloopers in general.  An amazing-

ly unique public park that is both serene and 
amazingly close to the heart of a major metropolis.  

   While scrolling through the pictures on the 
Tribune's website, it's clear that a lot has changed 

and that this new park is going to need some time 
to mature, but be patient because it will be worth 

it (via Chicago Tribune):  

   For now, the edges of the trail are fenced, which 
will give grasses, plants and trees a chance to fill 

in the somewhat barren, nascent landscape. That 
will keep much of the park off -limits to people for  

(continued on page 6)  

ǿǿǿΦǎƭƻƻǇƛƴΦŎƻƳκ 

άChip Lotó Proposed Development                

See Page 19 

http://www.sloopin.com/2015/09/new-northerly-island-parkway-opens-to.html
http://www.sloopin.com/2015/09/new-northerly-island-parkway-opens-to.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/columnists/ct-northerly-island-park-kamin-column-20150901-column.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/columnists/ct-northerly-island-park-kamin-column-20150901-column.html
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COMING  

TO THE JAZZ SHOWCASE  

Welcome to Jazz Showcase where 

Jazz lives in Chicago since 1947. Our 

exclusive 170 seat venue features the 

best Jazz acts youôll find anywhere in 

the Chicago area. Tickets are now 

available online. Donôt forget to sign 

up for our e-mail newsletter so you 

donôt miss out on our upcoming 

shows! 

$ÅÁÒÂÏÒÎ 3ÔÁÔÉÏÎ    

σρςȢσφπȢπςστ 

ψπφ 3Ȣ 0ÌÙÍÏÕÔÈ #ÏÕÒÔ 

#()#!'/ȟ φπφπυ 

wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ  

¢ƘǳǊǎτ{ǳƴΣ {ŜǇǘ млτмоΣ у ϧ млǇƳ  ΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

{ǳƴΣ пΣ уΣ ϧ млǇƳ  

aƻƴΣ {ŜǇǘ мпΣ у ϧ мл ǇƳΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

¢ǳŜǎΣ {ŜǇǘ мрΣ у ϧ млǇƳ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

²ŜŘǎΣ {ŜǇǘ мсΣ у ϧ мл ǇƳ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦ 

¢ƘǳǊǎτ{ǳƴΣ {ŜǇǘ мтτнлΣ у ϧ мл ǇƳ ΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

{ǳƴΣ пΣ уΣ мл ǇƳ 

aƻƴΣ {ŜǇǘ нмΣ у ϧ млǇƳ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

¢ǳŜǎΣ {ŜǇǘ ннΣ у ϧ млǇƳ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

²ŜŘǎΣ {ŜǇǘ ноΣ у ϧ млǇƳ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

¢ƘǳǊǎτ{ǳƴΣ {ŜǇǘ нпτнтΣ у ϧ мл ǇƳ ΧΧΧΧΧ 

{ǳƴΣ  пΣ уΣ ϧ млǇƳ  

¢ǳŜǎΣ {ŜǇǘ нфΣ у ϧ мл ǇƳ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

²ŜŘǎΣ {ŜǇǘ олΣ у ϧ мл ǇƳ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

¢ƘǳǊǎτ{ǳƴΣ hŎǘ мτ пΣ у ϧ мл ǇƳ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ WŀȊȊǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜΦŎƻƳ 

DǳƛǘŀǊƛǎǘ YǳǊǘ wƻǎŜƴǿƛƴƪŜƭ ¢Ǌƛƻ 

 
Wǳƭƛ ²ƻƻŘǎ vǳŀǊǘŜǘ 

±ƻŎŀƭƛǎǘ WǳŘȅ wƻōŜǊǘǎ vǳŀǊǘŜǘΣ DǊŜǘ CƛǎƘƳŀƴ 

DǳƛǘŀǊƛǎǘ DƻǊƴ LǾŀƴƻǾƛŎ ¢Ǌƛƻ 

DŜƻǊƎŜ CǊŜŜƳŀƴτ/ƘƛŎƻ CǊŜŜƳŀƴ 

 

²5/. Cw99 bƛƎƘǘ 

.ǊŀȊƛƭƭƛŀƴ DǳƛǘŀǊƛǎǘ [ǳŎƛŀƴƻ !ƴǘƻƴƛƻ vǳŀǊǘŜǘ 

¢ƘŜ ¢ƻƳ YƴƛŬŎκ 5ƳƛǘǊƛ aŀǘƘŜƴȅ vǳŀǊǘŜǘ 

{ŀȄƻǇƘƻƴƛǎǘ wŀǾƛ /ƻƭǘǊŀƴŜ vǳŀǊǘŜǘ 

 

.ƻō aŀƳŜǘ ¢Ǌƛƻ 

!ƴŘȅ .ŀƪŜǊ DǊƻǳǇ 

¢ǊǳƳǇŜǘŜǊ {Ŝŀƴ WƻƴŜǎ vǳŀǊǘŜǘ 

LǊŀ {ǳƭƭƛŀƴ 
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South Loop Neighbors South Loop Neighbors is a non -profit membership 

based organization dedicated to enhancing the quality of life in South Loop's neighborhoods and 

preserving the area's landmark districts.  

South Loop Neighbors represents South Loop residents who are concerned about:  

-quality, reasonably -sized real estate development as well as infrastructure  

improvements that respect the unique character of our community  

 

Historic Michigan Boulevard  

 

 

concerns and ideas of the South Loop community. South Loop Neighbors serves members and resi-

dents within the area bounded by Congress Parkway to approximately 25th Street and from the  

Chicago River to Lake Michigan.   Www.Southloopneighbors.org  

Have you ever thought about showing off your 
South Loop home?  You can! 
  
Saturday, October 10 from 12 noon to 5 pm 
by Jim Michaels, board member and membership 
chair 

 If you would like to be a part of this year's Loft Walk, we 
would love to have you. Want to show off your renova-
tion? A fabulous restoration? Do you have a very cool, 

very beautiful place? 

 Or do you just want to volunteer that day as a "docent" 
so you can tour and view the homes of others at no 
charge? However you wish to donate your time, South 
Loop Neighbors needs your help and welcomes your 

participation. 

If you live in any South Loop loft building-or know some-
one who does-and would be willing to show off your 
home for the day, contact jim@southloopneighbors.org. 
We are looking for a variety of interesting spaces! 

This event is SLN's major fundraiser for the year-
and offers us an opportunity to raise the funds to 
serve you with programs and events all year. 

mailto:jim@southloopneighbors.org
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Opinion  
The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the  editor or South 

Loop Referral Group.  

Bonnie McGrath 

±ƛǎƛǘ Ƴȅ ōƭƻƎΥ   ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦŎƘƛŎŀƎƻƴƻǿΦŎƻƳκ 

ƳƻƳ-ǘƘƛƴƪ-ǇƻƛƎƴŀƴǘκ 

The Field Museum wants to tear down big beautiful 

Linden trees right in their own backyard 
When the Linden trees around the Field Muse-

um of Natural History were put in 16 years ago, 
it was controversial.  Too many trees are going 

to mar the facade,  said the Chicago Tribune's 

architecture critic . 

Now that the Field Museum wants to tear down 
the trees out and replace them with native 

plantings,  another controversy is sprouting . 

Who in their right mind would tear down a 

beautiful grove of healthy trees? Trees that 

could even  be native.  (There are some Lindens 

that are  native to the midwest .) 

I thought it best to consult one of my best 
friends on the matter:  Charlotte Adelman , a na-

tive plant advocate from Wilmette, who has co -
authored two books on the subject of native 

plants with her husband Bernard Schwartz --The 
Midwestern Native Garden  and  Prairie Directory 
of North America .  A third book about native 

trees and shrubs is due to be published next year.  

She consistently gives gardeners and arborists a 

piece of her mind via articles and talks.  She is 

also  responsible for a magnificent public prairie 
garden  in Wilmette.  And is vilified -- yes, it comes 

with the territory --by certain neighbors for hav-
ing a magnificent prairie garden of her own that 

surrounds her home.  

This is what she said:  

Ϧaƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǇǊŀƛǊƛŜ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ  wŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƛǎ ŀƭπ
ǿŀȅǎ ŀ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŘǿŜǎǘΣ ƴŀǝǾŜ aƛŘǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ 
ǘǊŜŜǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ōŜǧŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƴƻƴƴŀǝǾŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ !ǎƛŀ 
ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ 
ƴŀǝǾŜ ǘƻ 9ǳǊŀǎƛŀΦ 

Ϧ!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴŀǝǾŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ Ǿƛǘŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘπ
ŜŘ ƛƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ƛǎ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǌƻƻǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ Ǝƻ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
ŦŜŜǘΦ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǎŜǉǳŜǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ 
ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŘƛƻȄƛŘŜ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻƴϥǘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŀƛǊƛŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ Ǌƻƻǘǎ 
ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ нл ŦŜŜǘ ŘƻǿƴΦ 

Ϧ9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛƴŘŜƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŀǝǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ CƛŜƭŘ aǳǎŜǳƳ Ǉƭŀƴ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ 
ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀΦ IŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƻƴƻŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŜŜǎ  
ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǊƛǎƪǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ǘƻ ŀǧŀŎƪ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǝƳŜΦ !ƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƛǎ 5ǳǘŎƘ ŜƭƳ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΣ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ 
мфну ōȅ !ǎƛŀƴ ōŜŜǘƭŜǎ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ  ƛƴ ŀ ǎƘƛǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƭƻƎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ 
ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ōȅ мфслΣ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅϥǎ ǘǊŜŜ  

ƭƛƴŜŘ ǇŀǊƪǿŀȅǎΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 9ƳŜǊŀƭŘ !ǎƘ .ƻǊŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘƛƴŀΦ 
Lƴ нллнΣ ǎŎƛŜƴǝǎǘǎ ƴƻǝŎŜŘ ŦǳƴƎǳǎ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƴƻƴƴŀǝǾŜ ƛƴǎŜŎǘ ƛƴπ
ŦŜŎǝƴƎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǎƘ ǘǊŜŜǎΦ 

Ϧ/ƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ  ǎŜƴǎƛōƭŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ǘǊŀƎŜŘƛŜǎΦ 

Ϧ²Ƙȅ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ƴŀǝǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ--ǘǊŜŜǎΣ ǎƘǊǳōǎΣ ƅƻǿŜǊǎΣ ƎǊŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŘƎŜǎΚ 
!ǎ ŜǾƻƭǳǝƻƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎΣ ƴŀǝǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ Ŏƻ-ŜǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŀǝǾŜ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ 
ŜŀŎƘ ƛǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭΦ  ! ƎƻƻŘ 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ aƻƴŀǊŎƘ .ǳǧŜǊƅȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƛƴǎŜŎǘ ƻŦ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΦ {ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ 
ƭŀȅǎ ƘŜǊ ŜƎƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƴŀǝǾŜ ƳƛƭƪǿŜŜŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŜ Ŏƻ-ŜǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ bƻ ƴŀǝǾŜ ƳƛƭƪǿŜŜŘΚ  bƻ ƳƻƴŀǊŎƘ ōǳǧŜǊπ
ƅƛŜǎΦ ²Ŝƭƭ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƴŀǝǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƻ ǎǳǇπ
ǇƻǊǘ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ƴŀǝǾŜ ǇƻƭƭƛƴŀǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƳŀǊǘ ǎƻƭǳπ
ǝƻƴ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ 

Ϧ9ŎƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ Ŭƴŀƭƭȅ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎπ
ƴƛŬŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƴŀǝǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴπ
ǎŜŎǘǎ όƳŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇƻƭƭƛƴŀǘƻǊǎύ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ CƛŜƭŘ aǳǎŜǳƳ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǘǊǳŜ 
ƴŀǝǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ όƴƻǘŎǳƭǝǾŀǊǎκƴŀǝǾŀǊǎύ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄŎŜƭ ŀǘ ǎǳǇπ
ǇƻǊǝƴƎ ƴŀǝǾŜ ōǳǧŜǊƅƛŜǎΣ ōŜŜǎΣ ƳƻǘƘǎΣ ōŜŜǘƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘπ
ŜǊ ōŜƴŜŬŎƛŀƭ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ--ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŀǝǾŜ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ 
ƭƛƪŜ ōƛǊŘǎ--ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΦ 

Ϧ¢ƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ǿƛƭƭ  ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǎŜǩƴƎ ŀ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ǊŜǎƛπ
ŘŜƴǘǎ--ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ƴŀǝǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ 
ȅŀǊŘǎΦ  tǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŎǊŜŀǝƴƎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ 
ŀǳǘƘŜƴǝŎ aƛŘǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎΣ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ ƎŀǊπ
ŘŜƴǎΦ !ƴŘ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳϥǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ōŀƴƛǎƘ DƛƴƎƪƻ 
ǘǊŜŜǎ όƻǊƛƎƛƴΥ /Ƙƛƴŀύ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊŜƴŘȅ ōǳǘ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǳǎŜƭŜǎǎ 
ƴƻƴƴŀǝǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ 

ϦLŦ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ  ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ ǇǊŀƛǊƛŜ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƳōŀǘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ ²ƘȅΚ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǇǊŀƛǊƛŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀōǎƻǊō ŀƴŘ 
ƘƻƭŘ όǎŜǉǳŜǎǘŜǊύ ǘƻȄƛŎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ млл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ /ŀƭƭŜŘ /ŀǊōƻƴ 
{ƛƴƪǎΣ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎǎ ƻŦ ŘŜŜǇ ǊƻƻǘŜŘ ǇǊŀƛǊƛŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŀȅǎ 
ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŜƴŘ ŀƛǊ Ǉƻƭƭǳǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳōŀǘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ 

ϦIƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ L Ƴǳǎǘ ǎŀȅ L ŀƳ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ CƛŜƭŘ aǳǎŜǳƳϥǎ 
ǇƭŀƴΦ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ōǊƻƪŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŬǊŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ 
ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ  ƳƻƴŜȅΦϦ 

http://articles.chicagotribune.com/1999-07-08/features/9907080015_1_forecourt-field-museum-lindens
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/1999-07-08/features/9907080015_1_forecourt-field-museum-lindens
http://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/20150730/downtown/field-museum-wants-remove-replace-trees-but-grant-park-group-not-happy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tilia_americana
http://www.ohioswallow.com/author/Charlotte+Adelman
http://abc7chicago.com/archive/8781678/
http://abc7chicago.com/archive/8781678/
http://nativeplantwildlifegarden.com/how-wild-ones-got-it-wrong-on-native-plant-cultivars/
http://www.chicagonow.com/mom-think-poignant/2015/06/rahms-revenge-two-gingko-trees-instead-of-a-dead-fish/
http://www.chicagonow.com/mom-think-poignant/2015/06/rahms-revenge-two-gingko-trees-instead-of-a-dead-fish/
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¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ [ƻƻǇ wŜŦŜǊǊŀƭ 
DǊƻǳǇΣ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ 
ƻǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴǘŜǊǎ wƻǿ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 
ƴŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎΦ  
¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳπ
ŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƛǘΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ 
ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ŜǾŜǊȅ нл ŘŀȅǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ƻǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ Σ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǳǎ Υ     
ǘƘŜŘŜŀǊōƻǊƴŜȄǇǊŜǎǎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

bŜȄǘ 9ŘƛǝƻƴΣ  

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘΦ олǘƘΣ  нлмр 

Opinion  
The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those 
of the contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the  

editor or South Loop Referral Group.  

 Mondays with Mike: 
Theyõre smart but theyõre 
not really  phones 
 

0ÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ !ÕÇÕÓÔ σρȟ ςπρυ   ōȅ ƳƪƴŜȊƻнлмп  

   Growing up, the telephone was central to my familyôs daily 
life. In the early days we had what was known as a ñparty line.ò 

Essentially, you shared a connection with other householdsðif 
you picked up, you might hear their conversation instead of a 

dial tone, and youôd have to hang up and check later. 

   Eventually, that ended, and we had our own dedicated line. I 
still remember our number. I also remember being aggravated 
that my mother, an elementary school teacher, would be on the 

phone endlessly. Some of it was her propensity to talk, but a lot 
of it was her being a good teacherðshe made herself available 
to parents of her students, and they took full advantage. 

I remember being home sick from the first grade, and my mom 
staying home with me. I was lying on the couch and we were 

watching As The World Turns and Walter Cronkite came on to 
announce that President Kennedy had been shot. A little later, 
we learned the president was dead, and my mom was on the 

phone with her mother. ñAnd now we have that SOB Johnson,ò 

I clearly recall her saying. 

   As I got older I would call my friends to arrange to do what-

ever we did back then. Sometimes weôd talk at length, though I 
canôt remember what we talked about. And I remember, staring 

at the phone, picking it up and putting it back down, until finally 

I mustered up the courage to dial and ask a girl out for a date. 

When I went away to college, the phone calls to home, to high 

school friends who went to college elsewhere, were somewhat 
precious ï they werenôt cheap. The same was true after I moved 

to Washington, D.C. to take my first job. 

   Today, I rarely have a real conversation on the phone. Itôs 
usually a brief confirmation of some arrangement already com-
municated via text or email. Even at work, itôs the last resortð

except for the painful modern phenomenon, the conference call. 
Beth and I still have a land line. We kept it for all these years 

largely because Bethôs mom, Flo, had a hard time hearing via a 

cell connection. 

   That was partly age and compromised hearing. But, as this 

terrific article in The Atlantic explains, it was more because, 
well, cell phones stink at being phones. 
I hope youôll read the articleðbut in brief, the point is, as ad-

vanced as our smartphones are at digital stuff, they are a quanti-
fiable step back in quality when it comes to voice transmission. 

For one, they donôt cover the full audio spectrum that we need 
for a conversation. For another, the connections arenôt nearly as 
reliable as old fashioned wire. And finally, something basicð

theyôre not full duplex, which means, in plain terms, that two 

parties can talk at the same time. 

   I donôt expect weôll go back to land lines, and having long, 

heartfelt phone conversations. But the article was a reminder 

that often, when something is gained, something else is lost. 

About this thing in Kentucky: When you cut through the screeds 

and snark, it really is a pretty big deal. But something isn't get-

ting enough play. 

That is: The First Amendment is why we have religious free-

dom in the United States. Preventing the government from pro-

moting or projecting any one religion over another is why we 

can have so many people practicing so many different faiths. 

And when you think about it, without such a protection, things 

could get really ugly and crazy fast. Like, the government could 

promote one flavor of Christianity over another. Or Orthodox 

Judaism over Reformed. 

Best, the founders thought, to keep government out of the reli-

gion business altogether, and to prevent it from stopping anyone 

from practicing their particular faith. 

I think what weôre witnessing reflects a troublesome ignorance 

of the principles behind the First Amendment. That clerk in 

Kentucky doesn't know that she's spitting on the part of the con-

stitution that ensures she can worship as she pleases. 

Beyond ignorance, it takes a certain kind of selfish entitlement 

to presume that while working as a public servant she can refuse 

service to someone who doesn't share her faith and attendant 

beliefs. They have the same right that she does--to worship (or 

not) as they see fit. 

It borders on crazy. But thatôs where weôre at these days. 

She really doesnõt know whatõs good for her 

https://bethfinke.wordpress.com/2015/08/31/mondays-with-mike-theyre-smart-but-theyre-not-really-phones/
https://bethfinke.wordpress.com/2015/08/31/mondays-with-mike-theyre-smart-but-theyre-not-really-phones/
https://bethfinke.wordpress.com/2015/08/31/mondays-with-mike-theyre-smart-but-theyre-not-really-phones/
https://bethfinke.wordpress.com/author/mknezo2014/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DYu_bGbZiiQ
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2015/08/why-people-hate-making-phone-calls/401114/
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2015/08/why-people-hate-making-phone-calls/401114/
http://www.firstamendmentcenter.org/about-the-first-amendment
http://www.firstamendmentcenter.org/about-the-first-amendment
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Saturday, September 12  

Yard Sale  

Dearborn 
Park                         

8:00 am to 3:00 pm  
It's that time again, clean out 
the old (make room for the 

new?)   
 

Dearborn Park is at 9th and Plymouth  
 

There is no charge for sellers who are members 
of SLN. We ask nonmember sellers for $20 to 
offset the costs of permits and insurance.  

 
Bring your own tables, blankets, or anything 

else you need to display your wares.  
 Contact sandi@southloopneighbors.org 

camping and other programs.  some time, though 
exceptions will be made for  

   A contractor hired by the Army Corps plans to 
install nearly 12,000 shrubs and more than 400 

trees before work is completed in 2017. Walking 

paths will traverse the open spaces once that 
work is completed.  

   While  there were (still are?) plans expand 
Northerly Island , that seems like it won't be hap-

pening any time soon since it would cost quite a 
bit to build reefs and new areas that didn't exist.  

And if that has you disappointed, just look west 

across Burnham Harbor to the next frontier of 
potential public space - the proposed Lucas Mu-

seum .  While the initial designs were met with a 
ton of opposition, it sounds like  a new round of 

renderings are going to be revealed soon to try 
to appease the public  (however probably 

still  won't get support by many open space ad-
vocates ).  (Continued next column) 

While we're going to reserve judgement about the Lu-

cas Museum, one component we did like was that the 
plan had a bridge that would allow you to access Nor-

therly Island at 18th street (not just via Solidarity 
Drive between the Field and Adler).  

Anyway, head on over to the new Northerly Island, 
take a stroll and let us know what you think about 

this thing!  

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ tŀƎŜ м bƻǊǘƘŜǊƭȅ LǎƭŀƴŘύ 

tƘƻǘƻ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ¢ǊƛōǳƴŜ 

mailto:sandi@southloopneighbors.org
http://www.sloopin.com/2013/02/pondering-blowholes-at-northerly-island.html
http://www.sloopin.com/2013/02/pondering-blowholes-at-northerly-island.html
http://www.sloopin.com/2014/11/bold-and-unique-lucas-museum-renderings.html
http://www.sloopin.com/2014/11/bold-and-unique-lucas-museum-renderings.html
http://chicago.curbed.com/archives/2015/09/02/lucas-museums-updated-design-almost-ready-for-prime-time.php#more
http://chicago.curbed.com/archives/2015/09/02/lucas-museums-updated-design-almost-ready-for-prime-time.php#more
http://chicago.curbed.com/archives/2015/09/02/lucas-museums-updated-design-almost-ready-for-prime-time.php#more
http://www.sloopin.com/2015/03/friends-of-parks-receives-good-news-in.html
http://www.sloopin.com/2015/03/friends-of-parks-receives-good-news-in.html
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David McCullough, Pulitzer-prize-winning historian, brings us The 

Wright Brothers, (Simon and Schuster 2015), bicycle mechanics who 

worked their way up, about whom itôs been said ñinventing the first 

viable airplane is more exciting than anything else about them.ò  The 

brothers never dated, drank, or doubted themselves.  They were, in-

stead, the ñworkingestò boys in historyðinseparable siblings who did 

everything together, and who inherited mechanical aptitude from their 

mother, who died young but not before fixing or reconstructing nearly 

everything in their home. The author, the Wrights, and their contempo-

raries, celebrate their sturdy Midwestern values, suggesting that the 

work ethic of the Great Plains, as much as the Wrightsô own genius, led 

to their mastery of human flight.  Wilbur wrote that the key to success 

is to ñpick out a good father and mother, and begin life in Ohio.ò   Not 

all Midwesterners are inestimable:  brainy Wilbur had to abandon plans 

to study at Yale after being seriously hurt by a fellow Daytonian, who 

would eventually kill his family and murder a dozen others, who 

smashed Wilbur with a hockey puck and left him homebound and re-

clusive, giving him three years to study everything written about be-

coming airborne.  The bookôs charm is neither its human subjects nor 

the emergence of human flight. The brothers are boring, and the author, 

who knows a great deal more about people and Paris (where the 

Wrights lived for a while) than about planes, skimps on the science of 

aerodynamics, while engaging us with stories of mechanics, million-

aires and monarchs who helped the Wrights along the way.  Engineers 

and aerophiles will be disappointed.  But the breadth of the primary 

material: the Wright family correspondence; letters to and from the 

most important scientists of the time; news reports; presidential speech-

es; the brothersô copious record-keeping; their fatherôs sermons and 

prayers; celebrity interviews; recollections from locals in Kitty Hawk 

North Carolina, keep the reader interested. We all know how it ends. 

                                                                         Lorraine Schmall 
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Safe & Sound Blog  

by Beth Finke  

I was on stage with a TV star last week  

.ŜǘƘ CƛƴƪŜΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎΥ  ά{ŀŦŜ 

ŀƴŘ {ƻǳƴŘέ ŀƴŘ ά[ƻƴƎ 

¢ƛƳŜ bƻ {ŜŜέ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇǳǊπ

ŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŀǘ {ŀƴŘƳŜȅŜǊΩǎ 

.ƻƻƪ {ǘƻǊŜΦ 

   If you watched the Greyõs Anatomy spin-off show 
Private Practice when it was on ABC a few years ago, 
you know who Dr. Gabriel Fife is. The genetics spe-
cialist was introduced in the third season as a love 
interest who worked for a rival medical practice. The 
character used a wheelchair, and so does the actor 
who played him: Michael Patrick Thornton.  
Private Practice went off the air in 2013, but nation-
al TV watchers loss is Chicagoõs gain: Michael Pat-
rick Thornton is a native Chicagoan, and now that 
he's back in town full -time we get to see him live on 
stage here.  

   I myself appeared on stage last week at Chicagoõs 
Goodman Theatre with Michael Patrick Thornton, 
and after sharing the stage with him, you know, I 
just call him Michael. We were there with other disa-
bility advocates at òGreater Together,ó Chicagoõs first 
Cultural Accessibility Summit.  

   My job was to give a short testimonial on  how im-
portant it is for civic and cultural leaders (hundreds 
of them were there in the audience) to support ac-
cessible programming at the museums, theatres and 
foundations they work for. Michael was there in his 
real -life role as the Artistic Director & Co -founder 
of The Gift Theatre  in Chicago. He talked candidly 
with the audience about the spinal stroke he suf-
fered at age 23 and what it was like to emerge from 
a coma three days later on life support.  

   òIt took a while for doctors to figure out what hap-
pened to me --  it was very Dr. House -like,ó he said, 
the sound of dark humor in his voice. He left the 
hospital paralyzed from the neck down, and after 
years of hard work at the Rehabilitation Institute of 
Chicago heõs regained some of his mobility. 

   Michael Patrick Thornton's interest in theater 
started when he was in high school, and he 
and  William Nedved  had founded The Gift Theatre 
Company two years before Michael's spinal stroke. 
Michael didnõt take much of a break from The Gift 
during his recovery --  a 2006  story in the  Chicago 
Reader   marveled that months after suffering a sec-
ond stroke during rehab, Thornton òwas direct-
ing  Language of Angels , holding auditions at RIC 
while still an inpatient.ó 

   During the Q&A last week an audience member 
thanked Thornton for applauding the work the Chi-
cago arts community is doing to improve accessibil-
ity for patrons, but she wondered if the same could 
be said for performers. òHave things improved for 
actors in wheelchairs, too?"  

Michael answered with an immediate òno.ó Actors with 
disabilities are woefully underrepresented on stage 
and screen, he said. òIõm pretty much it.ó 
He told the audience that one thing he can do to ad-
vance the cause for other actors with disabilities is to 
take on roles as someone's best friend, or a lawyer, or 
a criminal, people like that --  avoid lead roles in inspi-
rational stories about heroes with disabilities who tri-
umph over adversity. "I want parts where the wheel-
chair never once gets mentioned.ó 

Michael Patrick Thornton played Iago in Giftõs produc-
tion of  Othello  last year, and when I talked to him after 
our presentation last week he told me how thrilled he 
is to be directing the world premiere of David Rabe's 
<a href=" http://www.thegifttheatre.org/shows -events/
good-for -otto&quot ;Good for Otto  at Gift next month.  
But wait. There's more: in March of next year he has 
the lead role in  Gift's production of Richard III , which 
will be staged at Chicagoõs Steppenwolf Theatre  to ac-
commodate larger audiences. Hereõs a prepared state-
ment from Michael about the upcoming 
season, which will be The Giftõs 15th: 

Great theater asks great questions. Our 
milestone anniversary season asks: 
ôWhat does it mean to be human?õ In 
perfect circuitousness, we begin where 
many of us first met -- at Steppenwolf. 
In collaboration with our lead produc-
tion sponsor, The Rehabilitation Insti-
tute of Chicago, we will present a definitive ôRichard IIIõ 
for the ages, performed in conjunction with Shake-
speareõs 400th anniversary. It will re-define what disa-
bility, ability, and Shakespeareõs villain can look like. 

Good for Otto  opens at The Gift Theatre in Chicago's 
Jefferson park neighborhood next month, and  Richard 
III  opens in March, 2016 at Steppenwolfõs Garage The-
atre at  1650 N. Halsted in Chicago. Mark  your calen-
dars now and look for me at both performances --  I'll 
be in the audience this time.  

Michael Patrick Thornton 

http://www.thegifttheatre.org/
http://thegifttheatre.org/about/ensemble/william-nedved
http://www.chicagoreader.com/chicago/now-thats-a-comeback/Content?oid=922047
http://www.chicagoreader.com/chicago/now-thats-a-comeback/Content?oid=922047
http://www.thegifttheatre.org/shows-events/good-for-otto&quot
http://www.thegifttheatre.org/shows-events/good-for-otto&quot
http://thegifttheatre.org/shows-events/richard-iii
http://www.steppenwolf.org/
https://bethfinke.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/mpt.jpg
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 AMLI Pays City to Install Divvy Station 

Outside their Buildings on Clark  
As we know, more and more housing options seem to 

spring up daily in the Sloop.  Competition is fierce and 
the peeps at AMLI added a interesting (and smart) amen-

ity to their  proper t ies (via Chicago Tribune ): 

A Chicago real estate developer paid the city $56,000 to 
install a Divvy bicycle -sharing station outside two of its 

apartment buildings in the South Loop, officials are ex-

pected to announce Friday.  
The agreement with AMLI Residential marks the first pri-

vate purchase of a Divvy station since the bike -sharing 

program was launched in mid -2013, officials said. City 

officials called the deal a "private donation."   
AMLI covered the cost of installing the 15 -dock station at 

Clark and Ninth streets and provided 10 bikes, according 

to the Chicago Department of Transportation.   

The station, which is already open, is part of the 476 -

station Divvy system and is operated for public use like 

all other stations, officials said. The only difference is 
that the station will have an AMLI logo added soon, offi-

cials said.  

We're big fans of the Divvy program  and if we were 

searching for a new place this would probably sway us.   

ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦǎƭƻƻǇƛƴΦŎƻƳκ 

[9C¢Υ  !ƴ ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CŜǊŘ YǊŀƳŜǊ tŀǊƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ 5ŜŀǊπ

ōƻǊƴ {ǘŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ 

ōȅ  tŀǊƪπ

ǇŀƭǎϪǎƻǳǘƘƭƻƻǇƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΦŎƻƳ 

 wLDI¢Υ  ! aƻƻƴ CƭƻǊǿŜǊ 

ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ǘǊŜƭƭƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ tǊƛƴǘŜǊǎ wƻǿ 

tŀǊƪΦ aŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ  

tŀǊƪǇŀƭǎϪ 

ǎƻǳǘƘƭƻƻǇƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΦŎƻƳΦ 

tƘƻǘƻǎ ōȅ aŀǊȅ LǾƻǊȅ 

http://www.sloopin.com/2015/08/amli-pays-city-to-install-divvy-station.html
http://www.sloopin.com/2015/08/amli-pays-city-to-install-divvy-station.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-divvy-station-amli-met-0828-20150828-story.html
http://www.sloopin.com/2015/04/city-and-sloop-getting-more-divvy-bikes.html
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South Loop's British School Opens 
Rooftop Park to Public Despite  
Opposition 

By Kelly Bauer | August 27, 2015  

@bauerjournalism 

SOUTH LOOP �²  The British International School  has opened 
its rooftop park, which will be open to the public, despite a his-
tory of opposition from some residents.  
Opponents of the rooftop park had been concerned the space 
wouldn't fulfill a promise to the public that the location would 
be used for green space. They spoke out at meetings and wrote 
to Ald. Danny Solís (25th), who supported the rooftop park.  
But, at the park's grand opening Wednesday, speakers said the 
school's backers had "drowned out" those voices with their sup-
port and thanked the city and Solís. 

Solís said he hopes the park will become an "anchor" that leads 
to further development of the area. While he received letters 
opposing the park when it was proposed, he's now received a 
letter complimenting the park but speaking out against another 
area development, he said. 
 
"Look, it's really added a lot to this community,"  Solís said he 
would tell any people who still oppose the park. "People are us-
ing this place." 
Martha Garcia Barragan �²  who has two sons, Santiago and Ni-
colas, at the British School �²  said putting the park on the 
school's roof is a "great compromise." She said she understood 
residents' concerns and attended community meetings where 
the school and rooftop park were debated, but she thinks the 
project is better than the vacant land that was at the property 

"This is fabulous for us to be here in the new building," she 
said. 
Samantha Kozloff, who has a daughter at the school, said 
she's "all for" the rooftop park.  
"It's great to have a park in the city anywhere," Kozloff, of 
the South Loop, said. "Who wouldn't want to come?" 
Stephen Bridges, the British consul general in Chicago, ech-
oed Headmaster Michael Horton in saying more British 
Schools could open in the city following the opening of the 
South Loop building.  
"We're talking about the British invasion and imperialism 
again," he joked. 
The park is open 9 a.m.-9 p.m. It is accessible by an exterior 

staircase or elevator at the school, 161 W. Ninth Street 

* Editors note.   The original proposed development  was 
that the entire parcel of land was promised as a park and  
legally backed by city ordinance.  An amendment had to be 
approved changing it so that a building could be built on the 
site and a  roof top park created on the roof.  The adjacent 
soccer field is not currently open to the public.   


