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Early Voting: February 9-February 21, 2015 

Chicago voters may use any of 51 sites in the city.   Vot-

ers do not need a reason or excuse to use Early Voting. 

All ward sites open Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5 pm. Limited sites 

open on President's Day, February 15 

Vote by Mail/Absentee Voting 

No excuse is needed. Any voter may cast a ballot absen-

tee by mail. Application may be made by mail or online. 

Deadline for applications: February 19. Applications: 

http://www.chicagoelections.com. 
If the absentee ballot has not been submitted the voter 

may vote in her/his precinct. 

In Person Absentee Voting Monday, February 23 

69 W Washington, Lower Level, 9 AM to 5 PM 

¶ Tuesday, February 24, 2015 - Election Day: On 

Election Day, vote only at your local polling place. 

Hours are 6 AM to 7 PM. There will be NO same day 

registration for this election. 

Snow in Chicago and Fun in the Sun  

in Florida  

Your editor and his wife, Donna, are in Florida for the 

month of February.  As you might imagine, itôs difficult 

to cobble together an edition while so far away.  So this 

edition will include some of the best of our travels in 

photos.  Iôll spare you the traffic jams along the main 

road of the beach communities or the orgy of retail strip 

malls along Rt 41 along the Gulf Coast.  This will look 

idyllic.  Apparent-

ly, last winter was 

enough to spur 

those who can, to 

travel to Florida.   

http://www.chicagoelections.com/
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COMING  

TO THE JAZZ SHOWCASE  

Welcome to Jazz Showcase where 

Jazz lives in Chicago since 1947. Our 

exclusive 170 seat venue features the 

best Jazz acts youôll find anywhere in 

the Chicago area. Tickets are now 

available online. Donôt forget to sign 

up for our e-mail newsletter so you 

donôt miss out on our upcoming 

shows! 
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South Loop Neighbors South Loop Neighbors is a non -profit membership 

based organization dedicated to enhancing the quality of life in South Loop's neighborhoods and 

preserving the area's landmark districts.  

South Loop Neighbors represents South Loop residents who are concerned about:  

-quality, reasonably -sized real estate development as well as infrastructure  

improvements that respect the unique character of our community  

 

Historic Michigan Boulevard  

 

 

concerns and ideas of the South Loop community. South Loop Neighbors serves members and resi-

dents within the area bounded by Congress Parkway to approximately 25th Street and from the  

Chicago River to Lake Michigan.   Www.Southloopneighbors.org  
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Opinion  
The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the  editor or South 

Loop Referral Group.  

Bonnie McGrath 
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One question I have about the new CTA Cermak 

Green Line stop: WHY?  Posted Feb 13, 2015 

bŜȄǘ 9ŘƛǝƻƴΣ  

{ŀǘΦΣ aŀǊŎƘ млΣ нлмр 

So everyone's buzzing about the new $50 million 

Green Line Cermak stop. I want to know why.  There's 

already a Red Line stop less than two city blocks 

west.  So why did we waste millions on a new CTA 

train stop so close to the old one?  Especially a new 

one that looks like the midsection of an enormous 

rattle snake? 

If it went right into McCormick Place, I could see it.  It 

would be nice for MP visitors, conventioneers and 

employees.  But the new stop only gets less than two 

blocks closer to MP than the already existing (and 

newly fashioned) Red Line Cermak stop.  That's less 

than a five minute walk. Less than a minute by bus. 

Well, the Green and the Red do double duty at 35th 

Street, one might argue. Why not at Cermak, 

too?  The answer:  Sox fans.  At least there, thousands 

of people get on and off thousands of times from 

April through September and maybe a double train 

makes a modicum of sense. 

But there is absolutely no reason for an extra stop at 

Cermak.  It's a complete waste of money. 

Yes, someday there will be a Motor Row entertain-

ment district  on Michigan Avenue, moving south 

from Cermak.  But again, the Red Line Cermak stop 

alone would have served that area well when it hap-

pens.  And yes, there are more and more residents 

moving into the south end of the South Loop. Again, 

the Red Line (and a number of buses on both State 

Street and Michigan Avenue) serve them well al-

ready.  And the new DePaul Stadium coming to the 

area?  Ditto.  The Red Line and the buses are just fine 

to get people there, too.  

 

There is absolutely no reason for the cash strapped City 

to have built another station.  

Except, perhaps, for one:  a nice little $50 million ribbon 

cutting campaign stop photo op for Tiny Dancer to cyn-

ically take credit for something new. Whether it's neces-

sary or not. 

ƘǧǇΥκκŎƘƛŎŀƎƻΦŎǳǊōŜŘΦŎƻƳκ 

http://www.redeyechicago.com/news/redeye-commuters-weigh-in-on-new-mccormick-place-green-line-stop-20150209-story.html
http://www.redeyechicago.com/news/redeye-commuters-weigh-in-on-new-mccormick-place-green-line-stop-20150209-story.html
https://www.google.com/maps/@41.8547114,-87.6302604,17z
https://www.google.com/maps/@41.8547114,-87.6302604,17z
http://www.sloopin.com/2015/02/cta-green-line-stop-at-cermak-marks.html
http://www.sloopin.com/2015/02/cta-green-line-stop-at-cermak-marks.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/chi-cta-green-line-new-station-20150208-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/chi-cta-green-line-new-station-20150208-story.html
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P lease join us on Tuesday, Febru-

ary 17, at 6 pm to celebrate 

the release of Emily Gray 

Tedroweôs highly anticipated 

second novel Blue Stars.  The powerful story explores the 

lives of military wives and mothers on the homefront during 

the war In Iraq.   

Emily Tedrowe is a former South Looper and still a Chica-

goan.  Commuters, her brilliant first novel, was named an 

Indie Next Notable book, an Entertainment Weekly Best 

New Paperback pick, and a Target Breakout book.  It is a 

perennial bestseller at Sandmeyerôs and a book club favor-

ite. 

Hope to see you then!  Canôt make it?  Call or email to re-

serve a signed copy.  312.922.2104 

At Sandmeyerôs 
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CPA_____________ 

Valero & Associates, Inc. 

Marlene P. Valero, CPA, 

MST 

47 W. Polk Street 

Ste. 100-273 

Chicago, IL  60605 

(773)592.0472 

Mar-

lene.p.valero@gmail.com 

We Deliver!We Deliver!We Deliver!    

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
Second Presbyterian Church will host a traditional 

Ash Wednesday service at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, 

February 18. Organ and choir music by Bach, Faure 

and Barber will be performed. The imposition of ash-

es will be observed and the sacrament of Holy Com-

munion will be celebrated. All are welcome to this 

service of worship. For more information, contact the 

church office (312) 225-4951 or see the church web-

site 2ndpresbyterian.org 

Music@Grace programs for this spring --  following 
dates are scheduled for concerts:  
March 12  

Cassidy Smith, mezzo -soprano  

Alyssa Arrigo, piano  
April 9  
Helen Wyatt, soprano  

Scott Gilmore, piano  
April 16  

Jana Pavlovska, piano  
Thursdays at 7:30 pm   

On Wednesday, February 25, 

Sounds of the South Loop will pre-

sent singer, songwriter and pianist 

Diana Lawrence at 6:0 pm accom-

panied by cellist David  

Keller.  Tickets are available at the door.  Discounted 

tickets are available online at: 

ǿǿǿΦǎƻǳƴŘǎƻƊƘŜǎƻǳǘƘƭƻƻǇΦŎƻƳ 

All are welcome 

wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ LƎǳŀƴŀ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ǊŜŜȊȅ tŀƭƳǎΣ LǎƭŀƳƻǊŀŘŀΣ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ YŜȅǎ 

tel:%28312%29%20225-4951
http://2ndpresbyterian.org/
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Authors @ the Library  

ART SHAY 

Thu., Feb. 26 at 6 p.m. 

My Florence: A 70-Year Love Story is a collec-
tion of striking moments drawn from the shared life 
of renowned Chicago photojournalist Art Shay and 
his beloved wife, Florence. A former �/�,�)�(, �)�R�U�W�X�Q�H, 
�7�L�P�H and �6�S�R�U�W�V �,�O�O�X�V�W�U�D�W�H�G photographer, Shay is 
famous for immortalizing some of America's most 
compelling 20th century figures, including John F. 
Kennedy, Muhammad Ali and Eleanor Roosevelt. 
Shay appears in conversation with writers Rick 

Kogan and Tony Fitzpatrick.  

Books will be available for purchase and the 
author will sign books at the conclusion of the 
program. Admission is first come, first serve; 

reservations not required. 


